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WO 2006/ 123041 - 1 - PCTI FR2006/ 001077 REMOVABLE

DEVI CE FOR BALLASTI NG A SHONER CURTAI N W THOUT

PERFORATI NG SAME 5 The present invention relates to a
renovabl e device, which can be used to ballast a

shoxes/ 1341t ai N Wi t hout perforating the sane, SOTFRAED6/001077
the curtain remains vertically in place and does not
stick to a person taking a shower. 10 The present

solution, the nost accessible enabling solving this

i nconveni ence consists of replacing the traditiona

shower &FMQYABBY DEVERSRER B TING iASHQWES AR MY an

ef ficient sol utionyhutioan BRPFORATIEGARE 15 The new

techni cal solution provided here is affordable and it

is not necessary to replace the shower curtain. This
device is universal; it can be adapted to any curtain.

It conprises only two parts. The first ballast part (1)

i s pr BV MegnnYeRtian Frates tp 2 rempygble dgyice.puhich, gany by pped Jo ballast a
sBovRa & fith Wiloat ot theknd 20 thaf tRd &1@MReYind L EBE Bthce and

el ongated elenent (3). The 20 device is then fixed to

dpes netticlforf Rerppn BB 8$hEeBni ng this second part (3)

across the hole (2) once it has been passed fully

through the same. The length_of the second part is, )
gr eat Bie revsi Spivion. dhe-e arcesibla Fabig sglving)thig fppogyenignee consists

befeplating e redifidml thotd) cuB@ABPL siRAeScRCK through the

hol e._This device j.s then duplicated across the | ower
end ofPit Weeay & Fligian sPlpfiogyeqn FBIHBRUe  adequat e,
uniformballast. 25 Figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of page

1/1 illustrate the differ st.e assenbling the :

devi cEe BPRdecdBige spivfien Rf%‘?%%?%? %?°f$$fe%§ﬁﬁ% %Oégecgﬁﬁfy to replace

ih@adricoiain.30 - The first part is the one that will
This first part wll be called

G et B g b oo bt adePien iy S Btument . 141 <

ChevirpEibed ronBekloparta e lfest b2l)ast @Rd 1B prdvaded withea Bha@). Bkt of the
acul\”?allau? I(14? ris }Salséeh %hrgu otgelz hc\ﬁ? ?ﬂ,egollgge%dby the second elongated element (3). The
device is then fixed to the curtain (4) by positioning this second part (3) across the hole (2)
once it has been passed fully through the same. The length of the second part is greater than the
diameter of the hole (2) and as a result the curtain (4) cannot pass back through the hole.

This device is then duplicated across the lower end of the curtain (4) in order to provide

adequate, uniform ballast.

Figures 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 of page 1/1 illustrate the different steps for assembling the

device.
The device is very simple, it comprises only two parts:

- The first part is the one that will make up the ballast.
This first part will be called the “anchored part” (1) in this document.
It is characterised by a hole (2), and can have the shape of a washer (like a tool washer used

with a nut and bolt).
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with a nut and bolt). WO 2006/ 123041 -2- PCT/ FR20 06/ 00

1 077 A great nunber of shapes provided with a hole

woul d be suitable and they cannot all be |isted.

Opting for a shape like the washer allows to avoid
arwoes1moat t hus any risk of tgaring the curt & WFRZDP6/00A077
flat, relatively thin shape adapts nore easily and

traps the curtain ( better by ?rippi_ [

4()l ) ng|t 5 over a
¢r Zraat apmbiiof shepesareadedrig 2 hoje worldbmuptahle 49d)they cgrynot all be listed.

@fpﬁﬂ% 489S 48hd RkeMhEBRMAEShed lafbwd BUVLRMNngRS atd Budalyl Akt ofdeLmg the
not turn on itself wunder the effect of its weight when

i@t o the curtain (4). As this part acts as a

bahhiaglativily 1R Wae BEapW Hte eRiIRAY bR HE Burlain (1) beked®NSEping it
material |1 ke a netal or an alloy (preferably
Sreiapraiss syhey area@die 9Fhe second part allows the

apehaneshld ) tordvides toRifhieh hhss akkuittibl) &o Cht BaRhsd dok)not tubhio§ itself
second part will be called the "anchoring part” (3) in

ppdes hestlashohtts wightivde figgdfatheguigiti(dan t ake the shape

Qfs tRis pdrt £ dslaibkBasB R viduRt K vER W Sah@kture itlik 8 déhsdRAGHAMSe a metal
correspond to the following restrictions: 15 - Having a
et iIeY SRreferblyptagiess PR®- t han the dianeter of the hol e

(2) of the anchored part (1) in at |east one spatial

configuration. - ving awdth strictly l.ower than.t
di amet er of g FF@O‘H;(;llaaét ag?ys e ane %fe%m@}téﬁ’e Bé?\’/‘fto fhf)cum}“ﬁpﬁ
Athisl se@nll paNwilSRahlldll theantHoghy ikt 03).in hisglo@mdeniurber of
el ongat ed shapes vtxgeul d be suitabl e ,and they cannot all

r ﬁlif‘na

B pipegated andgqndake the shapexd a stick (G ANASERETAN Y8 exanpl es
0fs dirhsiBRSdorrBdpohdltee Bhapegiestrictiont:0d i n t he shape of an

e L Sk e SES TR s B SRS g
st em {19idie thaitRné fRtaRaFRuetioan 8, 25 - a thin nmetal or
SRR LTI AR TN (o e L W
The t pGhrhd vee dpatial cdrfigimagod. hi S device to the curtain
(.Af‘r g-re.icltsnu}rll frny of Seiorrlrgalteed S%Qp%s tw%hl%%e (s)tmagle %m; t%\é\g' gagl(l:o gﬂ e listed. Here are a
few non-exhaustive examples of the most suitable shapes:

- arod in the shape of an “ice-cream stick”,

- arod in the shape of a bowtie,

- a cylinder rounded at the ends,

- a thin metal or alloy stem folded in the shape of an &,

- a thin metal or alloy stem folded in an oval shape.

The anchorage principle is similar to the way you button up a shirt! The technique for
fixing this device to the curtain (4) is very simple and takes only a few seconds.

In a first step (Fig. 1), the curtain (4) must be placed between the anchored part (1) and
the anchoring part (3), preferably with the anchored part (1) situated on the outside of the
curtain (4) and the anchoring part (3) situated inside the curtain (4).

In a second step (Fig. 2), the anchoring part (3) just needs to be passed through the hole
(2) of the anchored part (1) by passing it with part of the curtain (4) around it.
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In a first step (Fig. 1), the curtain (4) nust be

pl aced between the anchored part (1) and 30 the

anchoring part (3), preferably with the anchored part

(1) situated on the outside of the curtain (4) and the

anshosnngspart (3) situated imside the curtai mc{4R2006/001077

a second step (Fig. 2), the anchoring part (3) just

needs to be passed through the hole ZLWOf t he

anchofhed opeerthe gnghoring ppr@@g ihprgpepn pwe@rful}(;vé uggf andigames out the other

%%%_}) thlépag % gdlt Hstmmgpsczgqgéé-%ﬁéwﬂ:hed%n “the anchored art (l) so the
006 7 hen once the anchori ng par?hé

Bengitudized sdgiofithd anpharing prrg 3) irndrrsrsiidar i the pHeofgh ] @@ 4).

of t hf‘hél@éuﬁ detdis ﬁﬁ'dgn%é)that ke ciaih gdf)r@gap?@d 8stwhé thetwo parts, the

sandw ched on the anchored part

|ap¢hgred ihdit KB remging monlaqehbkeaﬁ%rferr ‘ihﬁ gn%\arrlrtg pagh) (3) that cannot pass back

RELRSNA E(Htl: %E 1t£ f?:n&th &s @%&t@f thfn tﬁ@@iax'ﬂ@cleﬁof(tl@ hdi&rg. Re4r)ember too that

The Tesult of this is that the curtain &

tisayifrbds bé’FWé@hthF H@Htem OBﬁlﬁthgle (?-)h witbow Hebkthribyoyd be H{lPPfSlble to
a8 ARdug) Pl ace, likew se for the anchoring part (3)

that cannot pass back through the hole, as its length

is greater than the dianeter of the hole (2). Renenber

too t ﬁﬁg balla&t%e\Wbéjﬁﬂaé@thl: QMR bf b @&ha‘iﬂ"t@ vﬂh@ﬁ?ﬁs Qike@fn atthl@eted way
hole (2), wthout which it would bhe inpossible to

i(gelochveyulisrefore itThpdyisble (t dypliges fhe RIS Feyictr @it ¢t many

1&@1‘(19‘1‘1‘ BdvAded ad }%i_'o% inedesdaty) lof tHel WiRE Widthabf RS @Rk Wabbrm the ballast
(sel ective) herefore it is advisable to duplicate the

iand pallaptahq @ﬁtm@fm theidesigd Vgvele A(W%S%% yroWs agtsitlpwer end of
JRVILEES pRvedtb BY BRHORAB SRS (I 55.he whol e width of the
curtain to uniformthe ballast and ballast the curtain
to the desired |level. A device staggered in rows across

the | Pc\lﬁﬁarﬁéﬂi‘ﬁg @ﬁd aetsmetld?%éﬁ%ﬂé Bd&b&‘ﬁﬁeﬁpa&&n 48 b dkEd 614b aeldgvice’s
ef fici ent mar ket i ng and_ aesthetic

reeoEdPag <%ieee%f @ftﬂﬁé{) 5@@ éﬁEScnahaltffé It} FARelipaffes 1 Y . This patch

A8 &E cBpped B @R edBY tladtialde@aghyioh Bsdnglottflyvay (nbh-8xtd@@iSe fixing
not alter its functionalities in any way. This patch

cSrRiePe cl i pped on or be fixed by elastic deformation
or any other way (non-exhaustive fixing exanples). 20
According to the |nventb£n t he devic

e i ot ahl
i nt endeePreies 1afs JYEntoRJiRfovids By LU&?E*?E"QF%@&%&‘&OW@{ gnd bath
ranges. 8ht ttSenge dhusaRathd hded tb balhal | ast: - i ndoor
curtains, - fheatre or cinema curtai ns,

- indoor curtains,
- theatre or cinema curtains,
- all type of sails,

- fabrics (clothes, use in fashion).



25 - all type of sails, - fabrics (clothes, use in
fashion). 30 -4 CLAIMS 1) Renovable device for
bal | asting a shower curtain or a fabric w thout
perforating it, characterised by two solid and not

def ormabl e parts: 5 an anchofed part (1) intended to

bal  ast, provided with a hole (2) contained in a washer
or in any other shape w th nocpamtigsudi ng angles to

avoid tears to the curtain (4) or fabric, and an
anchoring part (3), intended to fix the anchored part

(1) tH th&kegursbdd deyier) foroballedtiae falshdver cuaihawi mdabrics without

W dt hpelrf%mﬁu %ara%tg’?seﬁjkmtsg dnggh%ﬁopr%b?e a?t% in at

| east® one con |gura on"wth res to the

anghor ed aH@ﬁJhm%&%»%rt aﬂgfeggé(/dzg;gaﬂagts | ength greater than

t he di aneter In at |least one spatial

configuratio n%r%h.!h LSRGl (ﬁ)ocotﬁaﬁ'leﬁgfg wﬁeg{éﬁ gﬁfnt adnglt)ther éﬂape

such a way t by a specifi'c asse ,

by an or der edwiloecersiding anglss iofave teeds & thaeuramgénertbric,
froma piece in relation with the other, consisting of
passi ng aphat dnshermgwars (3ganterfded Fefogiheingbased peair(l) 10 e curtain (4)
throu&qg;% hole (2), a part of the curtain or fabric
fol | one y the anchoring part (3), the anchoring part

( 3 IS posi ti PAVEE iR 1%%0&@%2&%1@&&{3 Jerocﬁ‘%}?e Bdle ﬁa?ﬁ 'Q?e%gt one

fu?ly passed t hrough the same 1 n or to avo

passi ng back smtidegHigihtorhuitteregreyt to hamichore@part @).i t s
appropriate di nension and confining the curtain (4; or
fabric. 2) Rets\abngitglkostharcalecibr ﬁ@lam@iercqfahqﬁ@e)ﬁ in at least

charact eri sedgly. f; Pﬁcoﬂﬁﬁﬂé’cfoﬁ%ﬂl% %ct&)jtﬂe anBRAMT @r ed

in a dense nat er such as a mst or a st al

al | OYin slaa:l ngay Ha@ﬂy 95@(}1{3@ Laé&rhly@ k’l’%’[ht)@ 'd@fmea% %@%@&Ls@mn

devi ce accord I Ng to laim 1 ), char ac erlse
t A&  afwphical iamepgoment §08) a hlam in gelﬁwe vath thmthﬁfrod;qn@;MQDf passing

S hape§ﬂ the same side of the anchored part (1) through the hole (2), a part of the curtain or
fabric followed by the anchoring part (3),

the anchoring part (3) is positioned across the hole (2) once it has been fully
passed through the same in order to avoid it passing back through the hole (2) thanks

20  to its appropriate dimension and confining the curtain (4) or fabric.

2) Removable device according to claim 1), characterised by the anchored
part (1), manufactured in a dense material such as a metal or a stainless alloy, being

flat and relatively thin.

25
3) Removable device according to claim 1) or 2), characterised by the
anchoring part (3) having one of the following shapes:
- arod m the shape of an ice-cream stick,
30 - arod in the shape of a bowtie,

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)



- arodin the shape of an ice-creamstick, 30 - a rod
in the shape of a bowie, AMENDED SHEET ( ARTI CLE 19)

-5- - a cylinder rounded at the ends, - a thin netal or
alloy stemfolded in the shape of an 8, - a thin netal
or alloy stemfolded in an oval shape. 5 4) Renovabl e
devi ce accordi ng t.0. one of cl ai 1) to 3),

characteri sed b%/cyii“deﬂé%‘ﬁ&éltaitg‘ée tch being fixed onto
the device aftefthintmdkasr RS RieR fola@Tin AisBapk BEan HuUr t ai n

(4) or the fabric, fixed by clipping or by elastic

def or mati on. 107 By g5 oF ellgyistsp foided i @n g FheBe accor di ng

to one of clainms 1) to 4) to: - shower curtains, -

i ndoor curtains, - theatre or cinema curtains, 15 -

al? type of sails - fabrics. 6) Method for ballasting a
shower cuftrainBvdle deARE 'aQoord-ﬁignﬁQoné ofleMinke1)a6 @?,Fc‘ﬂbx,@&eﬁst by a
20 any of ‘clains 1) to 5), characterised by tittin

sever gicowgiive hrde beisgrdinedoatodibydeeee aliantib hashbeaphilicsd onto the

.dthc ainl G .cn € ippi T .i to
\l{IVIni ¢ Ordr?n{ ; h(gﬁobgl?él fglﬁ‘i : fD( )bygﬁﬁ»pltugé:‘ot %?inétgdef%x%aﬁ§

ast an ba he curtain l2'4) or the
fabric until the desired level. 25 7) Method accordi ng
tggclaims 6), characterised by the renpvabl e devices
berng spread out in staggered rows across the | ower
end of t e Applrcatganrof (ht)device dcadyding fo BF oRBamy Abbd) tevi ce

according to on(%mg)vf3r %Irtai me 1) to 5), characterised by

the 30 dismantil ng cbe?uﬁsg carried out by applying the
strict seguenceinddortlveirspeci fi c assenbly nethod in
reverse order. 1.;ﬁl\/l%NDED SHEET .glARTI CLE 19)
- Iheaire or cimema curtains,
15 - all type of sails

- fabrics.

6) Method for ballasting a shower curtain or fabric, using a device according to
20  any of claims 1) to 5), characterised by fitting several of these removable devices
onto the whole width of the curtain (4) or the fabric, so as to uniform the ballast and

ballast the curtain (4) or the fabric until the desired level.

25 7) Method according to claims 6), characterised by the removable devices being

spread out in staggered rows across the lower end of the curtain (4) or fabric.

8) Removable device according to one of claims 1) to 5), characterised by the
30  dismantling being carried out by applying the strict sequence of the specific assembly

method in reverse order.

AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19)



