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I nvention The present invention relates to systens and net hods for ?é¢“ﬁZWE
an imge on 5 an item More particular, the present invention relates to
systens and nethods for providing an i mage, such as one or nore characters,
synbol s, pictures and/or designs, onto an organic product, such as a plant,
flower, fruit or portion thereof. 2. Background and Related Art Organic
products such as flowers and fruit, are commonly exchanged as gifts for 10
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i nvention r eI a&r&&ntby thy Pubdhasa g byeinbt@s ikddridil @vi kthalg ofifthd pldiasentypically
accompanies the gift. For example, a purchaser may contact a local flornist to plac.e an
order for one or more flowers that are to be given as a gift to a particular recipient. The
purchaser may receive the flowers and deliver them personally or may allow the florist
20 to deliver the flowers to the intended recipient on behalf of the purchaser. When the
purchaser is present at the local floral shop, the purchaser may express his/her feelings
on a card that will accompany the delivery of the flowers. Alternatively, when not in
person at the floral shop, an employee of the shop may prepare a card on behalf of the
purchaser that will accompany the flowers when delivered and that expresses the
25 sentiments of the purchaser.
While the flowers provide a gift to the recipient, it is the card that is the medium used to
communicate a particular message or expression from the purchaser to the recipient.
When the flowers are delivered without a card, the recipient is required to interpret the
meaning of the giﬁ, which can result in an erroneous conclusion.
30 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates to systems and methods for providing an image on
an item. More particular, the present invention relates td systems and methods for
providing an image, such as one or more characters, symbols, pictures and/or designs,
onto an organic product, such as a plant, flower, fruit or portion thereof.
35 Implementation of the present invention takes place in association with at least

a portion of an organic product, such as a portion of a flower, plant, or fruit. Animage



an item More particular, the present invention relates t4 systens and
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pl ace in association with at |east a portion of an organic product, such as
a portion of a flower, plant, or fruit. An i mage 2 3 MAR 2006 2 is provided
and printed on the portion of the organic product to provide a conmunication
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i nvention may ipehd fidufdrad indubey,Ah@etskiRd in the art can appreciate that the methods and
processes can be used in a variety of different applications and in a variety of different
areas of manufacture to yield printing on organic products or on portions thereof.
20 These and other features and advantages of the present invention will be set forth
or will become more fully apparent in the description that follows and in the appended
claims. The features and advantages may be realized and obtained by means of the
instruments and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended claims.
Furthermore, the features and advantages of the invention may be learned by the practice
25 of the invention or will be obvious from the description, as set forth hereinafter.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order that the manner in which the above recited and other features and

advantages of the present invention are obtained, a more particular descriptioﬁ of the
invention will be rendered by reference to specific embodiments thereof, which are

30 illustrated in the appended drawings. Understanding that the drawings depict only typical
embodiments of the present invention and are not, therefore, to be considered as limiting

the scope of the invention, the present invention will be described and explained with
additional specificity and detail through the use of the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 provides an illustration of a representative image that is created on a

35 cliché in preparation for providing the image onto an organic product;



25 of the invention or will be obvious fromthe description, as set fort
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kinds of fruit, flowers, plants, leaves, stems, petals or other natural items that may be

used in accordance with the present invention for receiving an image thereon.
Furthermore, in the disclosure and in the claims the term “image™ shall refer to a visual
representation that may be provided onto an organic product. Examples of images

20 include one or more characters (e.g. letters, numbers, or other characters), logos, pictures,
symbols, illustrations, designs, icons, emblems, trademarks, other representations, and
any combination thereof.

Embodiments of the present invention embrace providing one or more images
onto at least a portion of an organic product. The images are provided onto the portion

25 of the organic product to provide acommunication to the recipient and/or to individualize
the product. The image may include feelings of expression, such as the words “I Love
You,” “Congratulations,” “Thank You,” “I'm Sorry,” “Merry Christmas,” or “Happy
Birthday.” Alternatively, the image may be a logo of a company and optionally may
include a particular number of years that the recipient has worked for the company.

30 The image may be provided onto an organic product in a variety of manners. For
example, the image may be printed, painted, sprayed, copied, transferred, etched,
embossed, engraved, scratched, stamped, cut, imprinted, scored, embossed, carved or
otherwise marked into at least a portion of an organic product.

With reference to Figures 1 — 4, an embodiment of the present invention is

35 illustrated as a representative method for providing an image onto an organic product.
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A blade 18 is used to spread the ink so as to fill the etched image 14 with ink and to
remove any excess ink from the plate 10.

\ In Figure 2, plate 10 is coupled to a mechanical press 20, which includes a
transfer medium, illustrated as pad 22, and a lever 24. Plate 10 may be selectively

20 coupled to press 20 so that the process of creating the etched image 14 is performed prior
to coupling plate 10 to press 20. This further allows for the use of a plurality of
removable plates that may be selectively used in association with press 20, wherein each
plate includes a different image etched thereon.

As a user of press 20 pulls lever 24 in a downward direction, pad 22 lowers and

25 is placed in contact with the surface of plate 10. Similarly, as the user releases or lifts in
an upward direction, lever 24 is raised so as to no longer be in contact with plate 10. The
process of lowering pad 22 so as to contact plate 10 and of raising pad 22 causes ink to
be lifted from the etched image 14 of Figure | so as to create a negative of the image on
pad 22.

30 In one embodiment, pad 22 swivels to facilitate a transfer of the image onto an
organic product. In another embodiment, pad 22 is selectively removed by the user from
mechanical press 20 of Figure 2 50 as to transfer the image onto an organic product.

With reference to Figure 3, a portion of the surface of pad 22 is illustrated that
includes the created negative image, illustrated as negative image 30. An organic

35 product, such as flower petal 32, is placed in contact with negative image 30 to provide

the image 34 on flower petal 32. In one embodiment, and as illustrated by arrow 36, the



way of exanple, container 16a nmay house one type of ink, such as bl a%g I nk
and container |6b may house anot her type of ink, such as gold ink. @@thﬁ@ﬁ
etched image 15 14 is created, ink is applied to the plate 10 so as to fill
the etched inmage 14 on plate 10. A blade 18 is used to spread the ink so as

to fill the etched image 14 with ink and to renove any excess ink fromthe
plate 10. In Figure 2, plate 10 is coupl ed3to a nechanical press 20, which
includes a transfer medium illustrated as pad 22, and a |lever 24. Plate 10
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form the etched image into the photosensitive material of the plate. Execution then
proceeds to step 52.

20 At step 52, ink is applied to the cliché or plate. The ink is applied so as to fill the
image created at step 50. A determination is then made at decision block 54 as to
whether or not excess ink is located on the plate. If it is determined at decision block 54
that no excess ink is located on the plate, execution proceeds to step 58. However, if it
is determined at decision block 54 that excess ink is located on the plate, execution
25 proceeds to step 56, where the excess ink is removed. As provided above, one manner
of removing the excess ink is by utilizing a blade, such as blade 18 of Figure 1. Once the

excess ink is removed, execution proceeds to step 58.
At step 58 a negative image is created on a transfer medium, such as pad 22 of
Figure 2. The negative image is created, for exampie, by causing a transfer medium or
30 pad to be placed in contact with the inked image on the plate. The pad lifts ink from the
pad so as to create a negative image on the pad. At step 60 the image is then transferred
onto an organic product. This may be performed, for example, by rolling the surface of
the pad that includes the negative image onto the surface of an organic product.
Execution then proceeds to step 62, where the image on the organic product is set, such

35 as by allowing the printed image to dry.



VWhile the transfer nediumillustrated in Figures 2 and 3 is a pad, oﬁgg‘r
transfer media may be used in the transfer printing technique, such AR, 2006
roller or other transfer mnedium It is the purpose of the transfer nmedium
to transfer the inage froma plate or printing plane, often referred to as
a cliche, to a surface or substrate of the organic 10 product. Wth
reference to Figure 4, a flow chart illustgates a representative nethod used
in accordance with the present invention to provide an image on an organic
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returns again to step 50.
Once it is determined at decision block 64 that another image is not to be
20 provided, execution proceeds to decision block 66 for a determination as to whether or .
not the same image is to be provided onto another organic product. If it is determined
that the same image is to be provided onto another organic product, execution proceeds
to decision block 68 for a determination as to whether or not to provide additional ink to
the transfer medium or pad. If it is determined that no additional ink is needed on the
25 pad, execution returns to step 60, where the image 1s transferred onto the other organic
product and is allowed to set. If another image is to be provided on the other product,
execution returns back to step 50.
Returning back to decision block 68, if it is determuned that additional ink is
needed to transfer the image onto another product, execution proceeds to decision block
30 70 for a determination as to whether or not to clean the transfer medium or pad. Ifitis
determined that the pad does not need to be cleaned execution returns back to step 52.
Alternatively, if it is determined that the pad needs to be cleaned, execution proceeds to
step 72, where the pad is cleaned, and then to step 52, where additional ink is applied to
the plate. Any excess ink is removed at step 56, a negative is created on the pad at step
35 58, the image is transferred onto the organic product at step 60, and the image is set at

step 62.
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or may be an t‘ﬁnF% JR ’Wgﬁf"aiylr?ﬁ go‘” mialniarcg’ ggfﬂ“?cé‘&nf ¥ HESRSEiQdR et

i mage ats st epcefal 3R ofoa ﬁﬁh@ﬁlﬁ} e}@]tahzarprb&;mde ﬁhh@ﬁﬁérel aznllé)ltmecxlﬁe%d@ﬁnd 0
whet her or not any excess ink ocated on the p excess ink

present, it |§rq0é$ﬁ§%e&t*&tpr§%e@bxr5’enﬂ@t h@rm@l@%/ewﬁrldn thqoﬂ%@éagaltlad@%p 58
for the creat Qe Qkiligd ﬂ?ﬂﬁtahvﬁxlpef m@méuﬁﬁﬁﬁ%aﬁowﬁﬂﬁpr@&ﬁemﬁ be W&

image is transferred onto the organlc product at step 60 and is set at step
62. A det er nivamety ohdiffcrenheppligaidensand mevasiebrpfidiffrentereas of menwfaetvirede yistd not

to apply or pgm{hg% g%%{@ roddggsgcﬁp%pﬁ&lst[ﬁ@eg ganic product. If yet another

image is to be pr ecution” returns again to step 50. Once it is
determiMed at deci Jihos dsldissiessd herean, thp omibedinmentsyef the present mvpatiorPOnbrace

provi ded executd A0 SEREHS (IR LBLATBROSK s RefOMBRRBLILNAI B0RP C©

whet her or vi ded ont
product. |f i investicketodates trmenjstemlaand mﬁhcsiarfer praRgeng Imngbeswhcamodedr onto
anot her organi gzg_gr oduct eeds t

Xec t|on r 0 _deci si.on
deter m nat - on St G Rl il BnBBP ARTAT ue G sl R SNE PR PusN poneplart
transfer medi @owef, fpgwor poktior thekoflet er mi ned that no additional ink is needed
on the pad, execution returns to step 6 Pyt transferred
onto the other or gjﬁ‘F BFCSWBH’SB?OI}H@’E%CFE?Q‘@%B Oﬁﬁ'r %Fﬁ-lcl Pfﬂg ‘éﬁtﬁ QHt dFRATHNE | o
to be provi degoan its @irait freessphttd UblractetiXxBEut ThB deéibals elaBodintentss reptoSee

Ret ur ni ng back to,decision bl ock 68, it.is determned th addi tignal ink
is needed toCPRSfEskn ¢ éeﬁpﬁﬁfﬁé’r@‘hﬁ%‘ gether angt Betutesticliyec utheoirop? (92(%%5 to

deci si on bl oCkyvedfor &, m&efared ﬁ{dedarfem@ iheRippénded MR PRReOthaf B theofoéi) t he
transfer mediumor pad. |f
description. All changes that come within the meaning and range of equivalency of the

20 claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:
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determ ned that the pad does not need to be cl eaned execution returns _back
to step 52. Alternatively, if it is determned that the pad needs t@3B#R 2006
cl eaned, execution proceeds to step 72, where the pad is cleaned, and then
to step 52, where additional ink is applied to the plate. Any excess ink is
renmoved at step 56, a negative is created on the pad at step 35 58, the '
image is transferred onto the organi ¢ product at step 60, and the inage is
set at step 62. 2 3 MAR 2006 7 Wth reference to Figure 5, an illustration
is provided of organic products 80 that have imges 82 thereon that may be
used to communi cate a nessage to an intended recipient or otherw se

i ndi vidual i ze the organic products fek2¥e recipient. As illustrated by

i mges 82, the inage may be provided in a variety of directions with respect
to the 5 central axis of a particular organic product 80. Furthernore, while
t he met hods and rocesses of the present invention are particularly useful
in the florikul t yFaloF9Riust Brodudtod@vdppl PBdiPagehERgEEORY | FhappFReeiat e
that the methods and processes can be used in a variety of different
applicati onsc@MFistE vari ety of different areas of manufacture to yield
printing on organic products or portions thereof. 10 Thus, as discussed
herei n, the @ribslimedt £1oWerse pEBsBaAYIRViERE iR Gt rtdes eosy anepFeahgid

met hods for providing an_image on an item More particular, the present

i nvention reldgnesicdl sp3deREiaked nePReEs FECTSAsViRRHY af ithegedrdUehohs one
or nore characters, synbols, pictures and/or designs, onto an organic
product, suchlQens gisant, @ PRBWERL Fanfiousptpent f6ee theriduientpivhe pPésent

i nvention maybe_ enbodied_in other specific fornms wthout departing fromits
spirit or es®¥nidcs celdrderefpBRge CCCHEiggserrbed Erdaveifsingr €ft shee
considered in al|l respects only as illustrative and not restrictive. The
scope of thellknWefifon is, therefore, indicated by the appended clains
rather than by the foregoing description. Al changes that come within the
nmeani ng and #ange® PredFvafenE§coredhén gdadmailns V&P@QJ@ beh@nBraeRdofi t hin

their scope. Wiat is claimed is: 25 30
flowers comprises roses.

3. A product as recited in claim 1, wherein the image has
been pad-printed on at least one of:

(i) a petal of a flower in the group of flowers; or

{(ii) a leaf of a flower in the group of flowers.
4. A product as recited in c¢laim 1, wherein the image
includes at least cne of:

{1} a character;

{(ii) a number;

(iii) a logo:

(iv) a picture;

(v) a symbol;

(vi) a design;

(vii) an icon; and



35 2 3 MAR 2006 8 CLAIMS 1. An organic product having an inmage thereon, the
product conprising: a group of flowers each having had pl aced therethﬂhZ%ﬁ
overlaid identical pad-printed i mage, wherein each of the group of flowers
is in a natural configuration free of indentations and surface cellular
damage occurring during the overlaying of the ink image. 2. A product as
recited in claiml1, wherein the group of - flowers conprises roses. 3. A
product as recited in claim1, wherein the inage has been pad-printed on at
| east one of: (i) a petal of a flower in the group of flowers; or (ii) a
| eaf of a flower in the group of flowers. 4. A product as recited in claim
1, wherein the im includes at | east one of: (i) a character; (ii) a
nunber; (iii) a gbbl (iV9 %F %ﬂ = (v) a synbol (vi) a desi gn;
(vii) an icog; and 2 MAR 200 pr oduc ,as

ai

recited in cPaim4, pﬁﬁ%?%?na?hﬁthﬁﬁg h%sCIBé%n paHhﬁFFﬁPe&hﬁhﬂﬁﬁgﬁ

transfer printing techn
P eengpag—pr{n ed through a transfer printing technique.

6. A product as reclted in claim 1, wherein the image is a
communication to a recipient of the flower.
7. A product as recited in claim 6, wherein the
communication is a personalized communication to the
recipient of the flower.
8. A product as recited in claim 1, wherein the image
commemorates an event.
9. An organic product having an image thereon, the product
comprising:
a flower on which a repeatable image has been overlaid,
wherein the flower is in a natural configuration free of
damage occurring during the overlaying of the ink image.
10. A product as recited in claim 9, wherein the flower is a
rose.
11. A product as recited in claim 9, wherein the image
includes at least one of:

(i) a character;

{(ii) a number;

(iii) a logo:

(ix) a picture;



6. A product as recited in claim1, wherein the inage is a comunication to
a recipient of the flower. 7. A product as recited in claim®6, wherel hMihesls
comuni cation is a personalized conmunication to the recipient of the
flower. 8. A product as recited in claim1, wherein the i nage conmenorates
an event. 9. An organic product having an i nage thereon, the product
conprising: a flower on which a repeataple i mage has been overlaid, wherein
the flower is in a natural configuration free of danage occurring during
the overlaying of the ink image. 10. A product as recited in claim?9,
wherein the flower is a rose.. 11. A product as recited in claim9, wherein
t he i nmage i ncl udes) atd |8g8°bne of (i) a character; (ii) a nunber; (iii)
a logo; (ix) a picture; 2 3 MAR 2006 - 10 (x) a synmbol; (xi) a design;
(xii) an icon and(*¥kid ide®i9%/ademark. 12. A product as recited in claim9,
wherein the image has been nmachine printed through a transfer printing
techni que. 13. Alptbdir? ¥t etided in claim9, wherein the inage is a
communi cation to a recipient of the flower. 14. A product as recited in
clai m 13, wherein{¥hel) a trademark.

12. A product as recited in claim 9, wherein the image has
been machine printed through a transfer printing technique.
13. A product as recited in claim 9, wherein the image is a
communication to a recipient of the flower.

14. A product as recited in claim 13, wherein the
communication is a personalized communication to the recipient
of the flower.

15. A product as recited in claim 9, wherein the image

commemorates an event.

16. A system for providing an image on an organic product,
the system comprising:
(i) a portion of an organic product;
{(ii}) a transfer medium; and
(iii) an image, wherein the image is located on a
portion of the transfer medium and is used to provide a
transferred image onto the organic preoduct.
17. A system as recited in claim 16, wherein the organic
product is a flower.
18. A system as recite in claim 17, wherein the portion is
one of:

(i} a petal; or



communi cation is a personalized communication to the recipient of the
flower. 15. A product as recited in claim9, wherein the image comMmplMARDES
an event. 16. A systemfor providing an i mage on an organi c product, the
system conprising: (i) a portion of an organic product; (ii) a transfer
medium and (iii) an inmage, wherein the image is |located on a portion of
the transfer nediumand is used to prowlde a transferred inage onto the
organi c product. 17. A systemas recited in claim16, wherein the organic
product is a flower. 18. A systemas recite in claim1l7, wherein the portion
is one of: (i) a petal; or 2 3 MAR 2006 - 11 - (ii) a leaf. 19. A system as
recited in claim 1éi}fariref-conprising a cliche, wherein the cliche

i ncludes an etched inage that is, at l|least partially filled with ink to

pl ace the i méde oﬁ eHet ePopei 6ﬁcaFe@hént<FJa%m&Gﬁe%rﬂltﬁﬁeaozom%%%%aas

recited in C|§ nk ghere n f che ﬂ udes a pl.at and ereln t he
transfer nedarCificl HHEES1BNE 8fc irhe inchudes anjg5che otmage t 18
at least partially filled with ink to place the image on the
portion of the transfer medium.
20. A gystem as recited in claim 19, wherein the cliché
includes a plate, and wherein the transfer medium includes
one of:
(1) a pad; or

(1i) a roller.



