ABSTRACT PERPENDI CULAR MAGNETI C HEAD HAVI NG MODI FI ED SHAPI NG LAYER FOR
DI RECT PLATI NG OF MAGNETI C POLE PIECE A magnetic head of the present
i nvention includes a first magnetic pole that is exposed at the air
bearing surface of the nmagnetic head and a second nagnetic pol e shaping
| ayer that is not exposed at the air bearing surface. A |layer of
non-magnetic material is fabricategdpgrgtpeesq the air bearing surface and
t he shaping | ayer, where the non-nagnetrc nmaterial is also electrically
conductive. The pole tip of the magnetic head is electroplated on top of

t he NOPEREIPRDICUIARMAGNETIC HIKN A VENGEVISIDIFIED ' SRAMIRG LAYERFOR

fabrication of the shaping layer, and in magnetic flux comunication wth
the shaping layer. pipECT PLATING OF MAGNETIC POLE PIECE

A magnetic head of the present invention includes a first magnetic pole that is exposed at
5  the air bearing surface of the magnetic head and a second magnetic pole shaping layer that is not
exposed at the air bearing surface. A layer of non-magnetic material is fabricated between the
air bearing surface and the shaping layer, where the non-magnetic material is also electrically
conductive. The pole tip of the magnetic head is electroplated on top of the non-magnetic
electrically conductive material subsequent to the fabrication of the shaping layer, and in

10 magnetic flux communication with the shaping layer.
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