
Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING CONDITIONS OF BIOLOGICAL
TISSUES  Abstract: The present invention relates to a method of
determining characterisitcs of biological tissues in humans and  animals.
In particular, it relates to determining the character istics of tissues
such as the lungs and airways by introducing a  sound to the tissue, and
recording the sound. The invention fur- ther includes an apparatus capable
of such measurement. In a first aspect of the present invention there is
provided a method  



of determining characteristics of biological tissue in situ, in- cluding:
introducing a sound to the tissue at first position; de  tecting the sound
at another position spaced from the first po sition after it has travelled
through the tissue; calculating the  velocity and attenuation of sound that
has travelled through  the tissue from the first position to another
position; and cor- relating the velocity and attenuation of the detected
sound to  Pressure characteristics of the biological tissue.  [err] [err] 


