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I nvention This invention is concerned with i nprovenents relating to
electric switches, particularly of the kind (hereinafter referred to as
bei ng of the kind specified) conprising a housing, contact mechanismin the
housi ng, and a rocker nounted in a. caV|ty or recess (hereinafter referref
to sinply as a recess for convenience) in the hou5|ng for I|n1ted:pivotal
novenent between two positions. novenent of the rocker d+

posi tions causing operation of the switch nechanism A conventional switch
of the kind specified is noulded primarily of plastics material.  There is
however, sone dissatisfaction of this, parti?ularly_fron1an aest hetic

poi nt, and attenpts have been made to provide'a switch of the kind
specified with a nnre pleasing appearance. Such attenpts have included the
provi si on on t“ﬁJ ﬁaeurroundlng the rocker recess, of a face plate
of (e.g.) copper or rass ccording to this invention there I's provided a

switch of the Kither Ehectric Swfitchesfprising a clip-on cover menber for the
rocker. The com&%m fa=hifRl Y conprises netal, conveniently of
t hi n-wal | sectTUOM; he rocker with a hi ghly pl easing

appearance. By virtue of the cover nenber being clipped onto the rocker,
the cover nenber nathiddnveitaomeas oricethdd v lﬂ'ip‘ib@éfﬁenfsr e8kating €O ndlectric

hansimto b ffect t d,.
ot herv s equiPLePre FRETEHoRG Rieihe KRa it o reddrsaR ord beiBe AT Kind ne
cover nenber aspedifiedr eomprisirg lae hpusing,deshtiayt anemmismainl vhe pousingngnd a
machi nery, and, ﬁ&? magGred UB&H&% Pbckss HiGehidfterot &P&é%t&#\piyﬂm a

Advant ageousl y e cover fenber conprises an operating
wi || be engagediedsssffongenveniennsiria the hausinatfer ﬂlhefmvpt\mol moveriegd bﬁmqres\
extendi ng fromy,Be08ebat, PoJerténtOdf thd Ga8ker %t@bgﬁssalaakngm%hg Scc:usm

conprising catch rreans engageabl e with the rocker to al he cover er
to be clipped SRetigneof, heitch rashgmistier at i on conveni ently invol vi ng

some resilient def ox rednventighall BRitehdst YR liindngesitiddes eduidedppifarily of
plastics material. There is, however, some dissatisfaction of this,
particularly from an aesthetic point, and attempts have been made to provide
a switch of the kind specified with ‘@ more pleasing appearance. Such
attempts have included the proQision on the housing and surrounding the
rocker recess, of a face plate of (e.g.) copper or brass.

According to this: invention there is provided a switch of the kind

_‘spe_cified, cohprising a clip-on cover member for the rocker. The cover
member desirably comprises metal, conveniently of thin-wall section, and
provides the rocker with a highly pleasing appearance.

By virtue of the cover member being clipped onto the rocker, the cover

- member ‘may be retained a sufficient distance from the contact mechansim
to be unaffected thereby, in particular by arcing, as would otherwise require
the cover member to earthed.

This permits assembly of the cover member and the rocker to be
provided by automatically-operating machinery, and hence does not unduly
add to the cost of the switch. '

Advantageously the cover member comprises an operating face, which
in use will be engaged by finger pressure to actuate the switch, and side walls
extending from the operating face on at least two sides, said walls comprising
catch means engageable with the rocker to allow the cover member to be
clipped onto the rocker, such an operation 'convenienﬂy involving some

resilient deformation of the side walls and/or the catch means.




-2--Preferably the size of the rocker and the cover nenber, in relation to
thte recess, is such that outward deformation of the side walls and/or the
catch means as would be required to detach the cover nenber fromthe rocker
is prevented by the adjacent side walls of the rocker recess. In this
manner assenbly of the rocker and cover menber thereon into the recess is
readily permtted, but separation of the cover nenber fromthe rocker
whi | st the rocker remains as part of the switch nechanismis resisted.
There will now be given a detailed description, to be read with reference
to the acconpanyi ng dPesfiengsly thé stue 6f el l‘dc&eﬁ\&wﬁa'hewhivéhrriemtﬁerptref'éafiad to
enbodi nent of thig invention
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sectional view of the assenbly shown in Figure 4.. The electric swtch
which is the pref e QSkentRspeiRe Ms rReFt 'PH‘? -’r"m‘é’hf"}eﬁh"“'émdﬁ resistedri ¢ switch
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In the accompanying drawing:-

FIGURE [ is a transverse sectional view of a rocker member of the
electric switch;

FIGURE 2 is a transverse sectional view of a cover member for the
rocker member;

FIGURE 3 is a transverse sectional view showing the cover member
assembled.on the rocker member;

FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view of the assembled rocker and cover
member; and

FIGURE 5 is a Ionglfudmcl sectional view of the assembly shown in

- Figure 4.
The electric switch which is the preferred embodiment of this
L , invention is an electric switch of the kind specified, comprising a housing 6
(part only of which is shown in Figure 3), contact mechanism (not shown) in
the housing, and a rocker assembly 8 mounted in a recess 10 of the housing,
the rocker assémbly being capable of limited pivotal movement within the
recess 10 between two positions, movement of the rocker between said
positions actuating the contact mechanism of the switch to turn the switch
on or off.

The rocker assembly comprises a rocker member 12 (Figure |) of
generally conventional construction, comprising interior catch members 14
enabling the rocker to be snap-fitted onto a dolly operating member (not
shown), and shoulders 16 to limit pivotal movement of the rocker assembly
within the housing 6.

The rocker assembly 8 also comprises a cover member 20, conveniently



The rocker assenbly conprises a rocker menber 12 (Figure |I) of generally =
construction, conprising interior catch nenbers 14 enabling

conventi onal

shoul ders 16 to limt pivotal novenent of the rocker assenbly vvi’thi“ﬂ;t',ﬂne

housi ng 6. The rocker assenbly 8 al so conprises a cover nenber 20,

conveniently -3- pressed fromthin-wglled sheet material, such as-
copper, provided with a generally flat operating face 22, from which .side
wal | s extend. Two opposite side walls 23 are provided with detents 24; 24

whi ch are sgrbgeat RemAshhowaIlaD skedthmdtonmEl, SRADEY cbepdis prodideli Withdaover
t he rocker nenber

12. with the dej nmenber s, 24 engaqi ng behi nd shoul ders
26 formed i PePRerlbo R*e?per‘?ﬁﬁﬂ%?ﬂq:#g[}tf‘é'“l“yf)'cé&t‘ﬁw&’e ﬁf‘gb_f' the detent

nmenbers behi
def or mati on

Preferably t

nd tTweo ppoditie side AaallsnIDlavé pPoidesd withs Heteatd 2024 avtdch are
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of sajd walls of the cover nber., Thereafter the asse Iy__'of
rocker nenbeP 'SRY ego?f *° ﬁ%‘ﬁ% * ﬁﬁﬁvﬁ%"}ﬁnng%? e{? ?%f%cﬁ'ﬁé;ﬁ' eREsMFOTO%SE t he
cat ches 14 enember .t Withtbe dietént rogmbentsi 2{gengagirey behindistoviders 26 foehedanner .

I'nsufficlrent 't st e rocker nenber iI's

t he recess fgetlh% Fc?crkg?%erpﬁérw?ﬁgu%qﬁ%,\?v,k%n:ﬂ?dqeﬁ{eﬁfr Jf'ﬂ?fr ?f&lféi{t I'S L_y o
retai ned as hshind 8fe showldens 26Hnvelvingrioms resilientaautwardfletarmationcef saidber 20

from the rockgis SEfHalovet hemitie! Words, the clearance X between the side

walls 23 and the_si des of

outward def or mat-Tegreatter Hhe gsspmbly| ofsracker merabarcand,eonssrmember engys be

necessary t GrasdedViniditherebest! [, 4fid the REEHEE |Uieh]
26. In this man

. f _
rocker havi r{Beﬁ'ggﬁrs{’h?'Ff"évq“i“r?Pghmgﬁﬁﬂ‘a's brass or any other conveni ent

material, provi dPrefeebbyt testlegrarpdmteones the shlenvallsollitheetozixer nssimtsdgaf et

the recess 10 is insufficient to allow adequate

: e 0in8asE @Rt thedBily\spetifing der s
a switch, of the kind specified may be provided with a

et
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such as

retained as part of the switch mechanism, separation of the cover member 20

" from the rocker member. In other words, '1he' clearance ‘X between the side -

walls 23 and the sides of the recess 10 is insufficient to allow adequate
outward deformation of the side walls of the cover member 20, ~as s
necessary to allow the detents 24 to become disengaged from the shoulders
In this manner a switch of the kind specified rﬁoy‘;be'-'proi(ided' with a
rocker having a metallic finish such as brass or any other convenient
material, providing a pleasing appearance with no undue elecirical sbfefy
problems. - ' ' ' B '
- By the use of the invention above described, a_decoraﬁ'v'e' co"'vér, such as
of metal, -may be-pro?i_ded much more conveniently Thﬁn by the use of
conventional means, such as adhesive,: metal or pl’ds_ﬁc’s riVeftin’g, or

deformation of a portion of the rocker cover, or the provision of "ears™;

it is virtually impossible to remove the cover, '-despife the relatively

" unsubstantial nature of its attachment, by attempting to leéver or prise out

the cover after installation;
the provision of an installation which is double insulated automatically
provides a saving in either the complexity of the components or the number

of components, and no earthing of the cover is required."

\
the rocker to be snap-fitted onto a dolly operating nenber (not shown), and



of .metal, may be provided nuch nore conveniently than by the lUse of °
cohventi onal neans, such as adhesive, netal or- plastics rivetting, or
defornatlon of a,portion of the rocker cover, or the provision of "ears"
it s W ?ﬂal{ylrrpossmleto remove the cover, m
unsubstantial nature of its attachment, by atterrptl |se out
the cover after installation; the provision of an i Ellm ‘W[ﬂe“ N

doubl e i nsul ated aut omati cal | y provides a sauving i n conpl exity
of the components or the nunber of conponents, and no earthing of the cover
i's required. CLAIMS 1. A switch of the kind specified, conprising
a:clip-on cover wenber for the rocker, the cover member conprising an
operating face and side walls extending fromthe operating face on at |east
two sides, said I1's co e

al l ow the cover 1Arrltaalrrber to %&E‘ng‘% n%%ea%g %@Eﬁgﬁfﬂg%he ﬁs-?ggﬂgerrxﬂéxlﬁﬁér g
rocker and the ctheerockenbtire, coverr meattieoncamptising rasrcexperathfg figcesand sitatwalls
outward deformation (ﬁf the s de wal | s and/ or the catch ans. as ﬁould be.
required to det Zefending frrat ﬁé??ﬁé?‘“‘?gr%’ﬁ M2t éﬁéértwpss'g‘sse\%‘rﬁf@@ $ FOMREISINg
adj acent side 825ro
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A swi t ch accor di oigotthe aoekerf the sizeref thearutker amdh ¢he caverl inppibey, infretationctovide

menber onto the rocker jnvolyves some r i ent def r.mat.i,on
wal I s and/ or thefe€§§sci=?ew8aﬁ‘l'§h tEat outward ﬂlet‘?ﬁ"f"é’r?"o? theeSige qL‘p‘@Uf/Pf ége catch
constructed and g %ﬁlehytoaaeﬁ@ﬁ elhEb&icv@[' Ein@tﬁﬁéf irRedl the trdcker s

reference to the acconpanylng d d of providing a
swi tch of the kiprévemedibyi the adﬂden&sxdemllsrnfmﬂnerrobbcr tdoessr ocker, when
cariNed out substantially as hereinbefore described with reference to the
acconpanyi ng draw ngs.

2, A switch according to Claim 1 wherein the cover member is on thin-

walled metal section.

3. A switch according to one of Claims 1 and 2, wherein clipping of the
cover member onto the rocker involves some resilient deformation of the side

walls and/or the catch means.

4. A switch of the kind specified, constructed and arranged substantially

as hereinbefore described with reference to the accompanying drawings.

5. A method of providing a switch of the kind specified with a cover
member for the rocker, when carried out substantially as hereinbefore described

with reference to the accompanying drawings.




