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A FASTENER FOR HANGING CLOTHES 

Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to close pins, eiothes pegs and the iike and in particular to a 

fastener for hanging clothes. 

The invention has been developed primarily for use in hanging clothes and will be described 

hereinafter with reference to this application. However, it will be appreciated that the 

invention is not limited to this particular field of use. 

Background 
According to existing arrangements, clothes pegs, close pins and the like are employed for 

the purposes of fastening items of clothing to a clothesline. However, existing fastening 

arrangements suffer from several disadvantages including clothing items becoming 

dislodged, especially where the clothing items have increased a mass on account of wetness. 

Furthermore, existing arrangements require actuation (i.e. the physical manipulation of the 

clothes peg to open the clothes peg) prior to fastening. 

The present invention seeks to provide a fastener for hanging clothes, which will overcome or 

substantially ameliorate at least some of the deficiencies of the prior art. or to at least provide 

an alternative. 

It is to be understood that, if any prior art information is referred to herein, such reference 

does not constitute an admission that the information forms part of the common general 

knowledge in trie art, in Australia or any other country. 

Summary 
According to one aspect, there is provided a fastener for hanging clothes, the fastener 

comprising a lifting hook adapted for lifting in use. 

Preferably, the fastener further comprises a further lifting hook adapted for lifting in use. 

Preferably, the lifting hook and further lifting hook axe oppositely located. 

Preferably, the lilting hook and further lifting hook are outwardly located. 

Preferably, the lifting hook and fee further lifting hook are inwardly located. 

Preferably, the lifting hook is shaped to define a latch. 

Preferably, the latch is shaped to define a guide. 
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Preferably, the fastener further comprises a clothesline engagement adapted for engaging a 

clothesline in use and wherein the clothesline engagement and the lifting book are 

respectively located such that the fastener assumes a first substantially vertical orientation in 

use. 

Preferably, the clothesline engagement is located such that the fastener assumes a second 

substantially vertical orientation substantially opposite the first substantially vertical 

orientation in rest. 

Preferably, the fastener further comprises opposing levers each acting at a fulcrum and 

wherein the lifting hook is located at a surface of the opposing levers. 

Preferably, the surface is an outer surface. 

Preferably, the fulcrum comprises a flexure bearing. 

Preferably, the fastener farther comprises a biasing means adapted for biasing the levers in a 

closed configuration. 

Preferably, the biasing rneans comprises a flat spring. 

Preferably, the biasing rneans comprises a coil spring. 

Preferably, the opposing levers define seeurements for securing the flat spring. 

Preferably, the fastener further comprises grips. 

Preferably, the fastener further comprises cooperating clothes engagements located at a 

fastener end of the fastener and between the levers. 

Preferably, the clothes engagements are shaped to define an aperture. 

Other aspects of the invention are also disclosed. 

Brief Descriptions of the Drawings 
Notwithstanding any other forms which may fail within the scope of the present in vers don, a 

preferred embodiments of the invention will now be described, by way of example only, with 

reference to the accompanying drawings in which: 

fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a fastener for hanging clothes in accordance with a 

preferred embodiment of the present invention; and 

Fig, 2 shows an elevation view of the fastener of Fig. 1 in accordance with another 

embodiment of the present in vention; 
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Fig. 3 shows a further elevation view of the fastener of Fig. 1 in accordance with 

another embodiment of the present invention; 

fig. 4 shows a bottom view of the fastener of Fig. 1 in accordance with another 

embodiment of the present invention; 

Pig, 5 shows the fastener of Fig. i in situ in accordance with another embodiment of 

the present invention: 

Fig. 6 shows a fastener in accordance with another embodiment of the present 

invention; 

fig. 7 shows a fastener in accordance with another embodiment of the present 

invention; and 

Fig, 8 a fastener in accordance with another embodiment of the present invention. 

DescriptioM of EiiitxxlliiieiUs 
It should be noted in the following description that hke or the same reference numerals in 

different embodiments denote the same or simi lar features. 

Referring to the accompanying figures, there is shown embodiments of a fastener 100 for 

hanging clothes. In preferred embodiment, the fastener 100 is manufactured from plastic and 

further preferabfy a durable plastic adapted for withstanding degradation from prolonged 

exposure to sunlight, temperature fluctuations and the like. The fastener 100 is preferably 

adapted for hanging on a clothesline or the like but it should be appreciated that the fastener 

100 need not necessarily be limited to this application and may be adapted for fastening to 

other objects for the purposes of hanging clothes. Similarly, the fastener 100 should not be 

construed as being limited for hanging clothes and may be adapted for hanging other hems as 

the case may be. 

The faster 100 comprises a lifting hook 115 adapted for lifting in use. In this manner, the 

fastener 100 advantageously addresses the problem of clothes becoming dislodged and falling 

to the ground, especially when a clothes item has additional weight from saturation. 

Specifically, the user is able to use the lifting hook 115 to secure an item of clothing and a 

simple and efficient manner which substantially reduces the possibifity of the ciothes item 

becoming dislodged during use. For example, trousers, bras, underwear and the like comprise 

straps which may be suitably inserted into the hook 105 for engagement. Furthermore, a 
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plurality of fasteners 100 may be spaced apart the clothesline so as to engage the item of 

clothing at different points to distribute weight bearing. 

Furthermore, the hook i 15 need not necessarily be limited to engaging clothing straps and the 

like and may be adapted for engaging other portions of a garment. For example, an edge of a 

T-shirt may be engaged by the hook 115. 

In cettarn embodiments, the Hook 115 may be adapted for engaging other fasteners 100 so as 

to allow the daisy chaining of fasteners 100. Even further, the fasteners 100 in this 

embodiment may comprise apertures or other engagements for engaging the hooks of 

adjacent fasteners 100. 

In a preferred embodiment the fastener 100 comprises two hooks 115a and 115b, In this 

manner, the fastener 100 may be adapted for hooking two separate items or advantageously 

presenting an accessible hook 115 facing the user no matter the way in which the fastener 100 

engages the clothesline. 

Furthermore, the hooks 115 are outwardly located for ease of access during use. In this 

manner, the fastener 100 may engage an item of clothing in a conventional manner and 

simultaneously engage the same or another item of clothing using the hooks 115. It should be 

noted that in one embodiment of the hooks 115 need not be outwardly located and may be 

inwardly located. In this inwardly located configuration, the hooks 115 may yet serve their 

purpose for hooking yet present a fastener 100 without protrusions which may cause 

entanglement and the like. 

Referring now to Fig. 2, it is apparent that the hook 115 defines a latch so as to 

advantageously substantially reduce the possibility of an item of clothing becoming dislodged 

dining use. The hook 115 is preferably pliable such that during engagement, the hook 105 is 

adapted to bend outward to accommodate the incoming or outgoing item of clothing. Yet 

further, the hook 115 preferably comprises a guide 120 for guiding items of clothing into the 

nook 115 for securement by the latch 110. The guide 120 is outwardly orientated so as to 

engage and direct an item of clothing during engagement. 

The fastener 100 comprises a clothesline engagement 150 for engaging a clothesline or other 

similar item. The hooks 115 are located such that m use, the fastener 100 is orientated in a 

first substantially vertical orientation. Also, the clothesline engagement 150 is located such 

that when not in use, the fastener 100 comes to rest in an opposite substantially vertical 

orientation. Specifically, referring to Fig. 5, there is shown to orientations of the fastener 100 
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comprising a first orientation 100b where (he fastener 100 is at rest. As will be described in 

further detail below, die fastener 100 comprises clothes engagements 140 shaped to define an 

aperture, which, in the embodiment presented, is adapted for engaging the clothesline 505. 

Furthermore, iu Fig. 5, there is shown die fastener 100 in the second orientation 100a, being 

the orientation of the fastener 100 takes when an hern is hooked within die hook 115. 

The fastener 100 comprises opposing levers 105 having a first lever 105a and a second lever 

105b acting on fulcrum 135. In this manner, pressure applied to the levers at the handling end 

205 causes the fastener 100 to take on an open configuration. 

In a preferred embodiment, the fulcrum 135 comprises a flexure bearing so as to allow the 

fastener 100 to be manufactured as a non-composite item. Of course, it should be appreciated 

that the fulcrum 135 may employ other mechanical arrangements allowing the levers 105 to 

leverage with respect to each other. 

The fastener 100 comprises biasing means 130 for biasing the levers 105 in a closed 

configuration. The embodiment given in Fig. 2 shows the taster 100 in the closed 

configuration. The biasing means 130 may comprise a spring such as a coil spring or the like. 

However, m the preferred embodiment shown, the biasing means comprises a flat spring 

accommodated between the levers 105. Referring to Fig. 1, the fiat spring comprises 

edgewise apertures for receiving securements 125 therein for securing the flat spring in place. 

In certain embodiments, the handling end 205 comprises grips 605 for assisting the user in 

gripping the fastener 100, 

Referring again to Fig. 2, the fastener 100 comprises clothes engagements 140 located at a 

fastening end 210 of the fastener 100. The clothes engagements 140 define surfaces adapted 

for enhancing the securement of clothes, and other items. Specifically, the clothes 

engagements 140 shaped to define an aperture 145 therebetween adapted for accommodating 

portions of an item of clothing, or the clothesline where the fastener 100 is in the resting 

configuration as described above. Furthermore, the clothes engagements 140 curved so as to 

allow the sliding inwards and outwards of clothes items, clothing hues and the like. 

AIternative embodiments 
Alternative embodiments are provided m Figs. Is 6, 7 and 8, As is apparent foe- the different 

embodiments presented, the embodiments retain the feature of the hook 115. 

Embodiment 100c as substantially shown in Fig, 6 provides a fastener 100 having generally 

elongated dimensions. Furthermore, the fastener 100c comprises a coil spring biasing means 
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between the levers. The fastener 100c comprises reinforcing members 610 adapted tor 

reinforcing the levers. 

Embodiment lOOd provides reinforced levers 105 handling end 205. The fastener lOOd 

similarly comprises a. coil spring biasing means. 

Embodiment lOOe comprises straight-line parameters and recessed hooks 115. The fastener 

lOOe similarly comprises a fiat spring biasing means. 

In terpreia tion 

Embodiments: 
Reference throughout this specification to "one embodiment" or "an embodiment" means that 

a particular feature, structure or characteristic described in connection with the embodiment 

is included in at least one embodiment of the present invention. Thus, appearances of the 

phrases 'In one embodiment" or "in an embodiment" in various places throughout this 

specification are not necessarily all referring to fee same embodiment, but may. Furthermore, 

the particular features, structures or characteristics may be combined in any suitable manner, 

as would be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art from this disclosure, iu one or more 

embodiments. 

Similarly it should be appreciated that in the above description of example embodiments of 

the invention, various features of the invention are sometimes grouped together in a single 

embodiment, figure, or description thereof for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure and 

aiding in the understanding of one or more of the various inventive aspects. This method of 

disclosure, however, is not to be interpreted as reflecting an intention that the claimed 

invention requires more features than are expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as trie 

following claims reflect, inventive aspects lie in less than ail features of a single foregoing 

disclosed embodiment. Thus, the claims following the Detailed Description of Specific 

Embodiments are hereby expressly incorporated into this Detailed Description of Specific 

Embodiments, with each claim standing on its own as a separate embodiment of this 

invention. 

Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein include some but not other features 

included iu other embodiments, combinations of features of different embodiments are meant 

to be within the scope of the invention, and form different embodiments, as would be 

understood by those in the art. For example, in the following claims, any of the claimed 

embodiments can be used in any combination. 
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Different Instances of Objects 
As used herein, unless otherwise specified the use of the ordinal adjectives "first", "second", 

"third", etc,, to describe a common object, merely indicate thai different instances of like 

objects are being referred to, and are not intended to imply that the objects so described must 

be in a given sequence, either temporally, spatially, in ranking, or in any other manner. 

Details 
In the description provided herein, numerous specific details are set forth. However, it is 

understood that embodiments of the invention may be practiced without these specific details. 

In other instances, well-known methods, structures and techniques have not been shown in 

detail in order not to obscure an understanding of this description. 

Terminology 
In describing the preferred embodiment of the invention illustrated in the drawings, specific 

terminology will be resorted to for the sake of clarity, However, the invention is not intended 

to be limited to the specific terms so selected, and it is to be understood that each specific 

term includes all technical equivalents which operate in a similar manner to accomplish a 

similar technical purpose. Terms such as "forward", "rearward", "radially", "peripherally", 

"upwardly", "downwardly", and the like are used as words of convenience to provide 

reference points and are not to be construed as limiting terms. 

Comprising and Including 
In the claims which follow and in the preceding description of the invention, except where 

the context requires otherwise due to express language or necessary implication, the word 

"comprise" or variations such as "comprises" or "comprising" are used in an inclusive sense, 

i.e. to specify the presence of the stated features but not to preclude the presence or addition 

of further features in various embodiments of the invention. 

Any one of the terms: including or which includes or that includes as used herein is also an 

open term thai also means including at least the elements/features thai follow the term, but 

not excluding others. Thus, including is synonymous with and means comprising. 
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Scope of Invention 
Thus, while there has been described what are believed to be the preferred embodiments of 

the invention, those skilled in the art will recognize thai other arid further modifications may 

be made thereto without departing from the spirh of the invention, and it is intended to claim 

all such changes and modifications as fall within the scope of the invention. For example, 

any formulas given above are merely representative of procedures that may be used. 

Functionality may be added or deleted from ihe block diagrams and operations may be 

interchanged among functional blocks. Steps may be added or deleted to methods described 

within the scope of the present invention. 

Although the invention has been described with reference to specific examples, it will be 

appreciated by those skilled in the art that the invention may be embodied in many other 

forms. 

Industrial Applicability 
It is apparent from the above, that the arrangements described are applicable to the 

clothesline accessory industries. 
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Claims 
1. A fastener for banging clothes, ihe fastener comprising a lifting book adapted for 

biting in use. 

2. A fastener as claimed in claim i, further comprising a further hiring hook adapted for 

lifting in use, 

3. A fastener as claimed in claim 2, wherein ihe lifting hook and further lifting hook are 

oppositely located. 

4. A fastener as claimed in claim 3, wberein the lifting hook and further lifting hook are 

outwardly located. 

5. A fastener as claimed in claim 3, wherein the lifting hook and the further lifting hook 

are inwardly located. 

6. A fasiener as claimed in claim L wherein ihe lifting hook is shaped to define a latch. 

7. A fasiener as claimed in claim 6, wherein ihe latch is shaped to define a guide. 

8. A fastener as cfaimed in claim i. further comprising a clothesline engagement adapted 

for engaging a clothesline in use and wherein the clothesline engagement and the lifting hook 

are respectively located such trial trie fasiener assumes a first substantially vertical orientation 

in use. 

9. A fastener as claimed in claim 8, wherein the clothesline engagement is located such 

that the fastener assumes a second substantially vertical orientation substantially opposite the 

first substantially vertical orientation in rest, 

10. A fastener as claimed in claim 1, further comprising opposing levers each acting at a 

fulcrum and wherein the lifting hook is located at a surface of the opposing levers. 

11. A fastener as claimed in claim 10, wherein the surface is an outer surface. 

12. A fastener as claimed in claim 10, wherein the fulcrum comprises a flexure bearing. 

13. A fastener as claimed in claim i(), further comprising a biasing means adapted for 

biasing the levers in a closed configuration, 

14. A fasiener as claimed in claim 13, wherein the biasing means comprises a fiat spring. 

15. A fastener as claimed in claim 13, wherein the biasing means comprises a coil spring. 

16. A fastener as claimed hi claim 14, wherein the opposing levers define securements for 

securing the flat spring. 

17. A fasiener as claimed in claim i, further comprising grips. 

18. A fastener as claimed in claim i, further comprising cooperating clothes engagements 

located at a fastener end of ihe fastener and between the levers. 
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19. A fastener as claimed in claim 18, wherein (he clothes engagements are shaped to 

define an aperture. 


