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(57) Abstract: A disposable absorbent article includes an absorbent assembly having a bodyside liner, an outer cover, an ab-
sorbent structure, a first waist region, a second waist region, a crotch region, longitudinally opposite ends, and laterally opposite
side edges. A pair of hip panels releaseably secures the first and second waist regions together. One of the hip panels extends lat-
erally outward from one of the side edges in one of the first and second waist regions and the other hip panel extends laterally out-
ward from the opposite side edge in the one of the first and second waist regions. Each of the hip panels has an upper edge, a low-
er edge, a fixed and a free end. Each of the upper and lower edges has a length and is curved along at least a portion of its length.
The curved portions of the upper and lower edges are substantially identical.
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