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-1- SYSTEMS AND METHODS FOR PROVIDING GAMING ACTIVITIES
Field of the Invention The present invention relates to systems and
methods for providing gaming 5 activities. Some embodiments provide
hardware and software components for the implementation of such
systems and methods. The term "gaming* is intended to be interpreted in
the broadest sense, as encompassing the fields of gambling, gaming,
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knowledge and/or chance. 10 Background to the Invention The following

discussion of the prior art is intended to place the invention in an
apptdwiateecantexicand to allow the unique characteristics and
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typibal thatioe.entry fees provided by players in relation to a gaming
activity to be combined into a pool, the operator's commissions, fees and
charges deducted from the pool, and for the residual amount to define a
pRiaek granirfdrt digigbotientezbmong the winners of the gaming activity,
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tbtelldamount received from the entrants collectively as entry fees or bets,
due to t%ﬁ&%&”&aﬁ#@%ﬁvm& are known and have been implemented in a variety
of different forms. One broad category of gaming activity iscommonly referred to as
“pari-mutuel” gaming (also known by terms such as “para-mutual”, “paramutual” and
“parimutuel™). Inthisform, itistypical for the entry fees provided by playersin
relation to agaming activity to be combined into a pool, the operator’s commissions,
fees and charges deducted from the pool, and for the residual amount to define a prize
pool for distribution among the winners of the gaming activity, according to
predetermined criteria. Lotteries, totalisators and the like fall into this category.

A characteristic feature of pari-mutuel gaming is that the quantum of winnings
is not necessarily known in advance, since thiswill depend upon the number of
participants in the gaming activity, and the level of participation of each, which are
indeterminate at the outset. Another characteristic feature is that, aside from any ad
hoc instances of cross-subsidisation by the gaming operator, the total amount returned
to the entrants collectively as prize-money is necessarily less than the total amount

received from the entrants collectively as entry fees or bets, due to the fees and charges
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-2- of the operator as well as taxes and duties of governments and
jurisdictional authorities, being deducted from the prize pool, prior to
distribution. These fees and charges are significant, often in the order of
15% to 40% of the total prize pool, which is a particular disadvantage of
this form of gaming activity, in so far as the participants 5 are concerned.
Another broad category of gaming activity is "fixed-odds" based, usually
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flrst aspect nventlon ere IS provi a method for providing a

gaming Ammmmmmmnwmmyemmmmmmma forms

f%?%aFH%&‘F%‘ﬂ?& fH(fHédAB%HE% 8f%iﬂﬁi ng outcome, the initial value of the bet or
participation feeis lost to each participant and fundamentally, the odds are statistically
weighted against the players.

Against this backdrop, it is well-known that some personality typesfall victim
to gaming at significant personal and wider socia cost. Others are reluctant to
participate in such activities at all, either as a matter of principle or due to inherent
aversion to risk, and thereby miss the entertainment value and the opportunity to

participate in the upside of winning outcomes.

Summary of the Invention
It isan object of the present invention to overcome or ameliorate one or more
of the disadvantages of the prior art, or at least to provide a useful alternative.
According to afirst aspect of the invention, there is provided a method for
providing a gaming activity wherein aplurality of players provide respective entry

fees, the method including the steps of:
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-3- defining a plurality of risk profiles, wherein each risk profile defines a
proportion of an entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined
refund criteria and a complementary proportion of the entry fee that is
placed at risk; receiving, for each player, data indicative of the entry fee
provided by that 5 player and a risk profge selected by that player; and
allocating to each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that

player aefiritg rﬁkmemiyeoﬁeelgcmfhﬂhahaiama@nesmpmne defiiries an
relation to th amln Vit bodlment rov ides metho
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player isa oca a predetermined number of en r|e In exchange ora
preliedesaipledal exyitof fisk, pofl| oo witdny Yishf pheféea fmmﬁmmhle and
QLY BT FRBTE Placed at risk, wherein X + Y = 100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

One embodiment provides a method wherein at least onerisk profileis defined
in response to data indicative of a player’s selective designation of a proportion of an
entry fee that is to be refundable and/or a complementary proportion of the entry fee
that isto be placed at risk.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects the relative probability of that player winning a prize in relation to
the gaming activity in exchange for the entry fee provided.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects the number of entries allocated to that player in exchange for the
entry fee provided.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for afirst risk profile, agiven
player is allocated a predetermined number of entriesin exchange for a predetermined
entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, agiven player is allocated an increased

number of entries for the same predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk profile
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number of entries for the same predetermined entry fee, wherein the first
risk profile -4- defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that is
refundable compared with the second risk profile. One embodiment
provides a method wherein the number of entries allocated to a given
player is related to a contribution made by or on behalf of that player to a
prize 5 pool. One embodiment provides a method wherein the number of

edéfi nesallgeated gopadive ofitiay entis desehsii nadfapcabtinghapthed ainhiias

E%Ia%ﬁ .:%A + % wherein Eplayer is the number of entries allocated to a
p A IB%Il fh 10 exchange for the entry fee provided by that player,

A is a p@aeetbodiadatpiovitescomisthod ovhenade Heynarmberasfhaifrieistilddcated to
player to the prize pool, B is an adjustment factor, and k| :
LR IR, R LR AU N (I HHE ot AP et Rifysrdga pize
ppedetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol. One embodiment

provides.a method wherein 0.01 <k < 100.. 15.0pe embodiment provides
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embodiment provides a method whergin the I'Tiék ofile selected by a
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embodiment provides a method wherein, for a first risk profile, a given
One embodiment provides a method wherein k > 1.

One embodiment provides a method wherein k ~ 1.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects the quantum of entry fee in exchange for which a predetermined
number of entriesis allocated.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for afirst risk profile, agiven
player is alocated a predetermined number of entriesin exchange for a predetermined
entry fee, and, for asecond risk profile, a given player is allocated the same
predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee, wherein the
first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that is refundable
compared with the second risk profile.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the risk profile selected by a
given player affects one or more characteristics of a prize winnable by that player in
exchange for the entry fee provided.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for afirst risk profile, agiven
player is able to win a prize having afirst value in exchange for a predetermined entry

fee, and, for a second risk profile, agiven player is able to win a prize having a second
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player is able to win a prize having a first value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is

able to win a prize having a second -5- value in exchange for the same
predetermined entry fee, wherein the second value is greater than the

first value, and wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of
the entry fee that is refundable compared with the second risk profile. One
evahedimsehangeittesie eetberctabidingduisielze, aliteridantiésagndedue is
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allocatln ? the at Ie§§t one player one or more entries in relation to the
subseq gamlng ac? y ih exchange for the subsequent entry fee. One

embodlmeetammahieer& pneviie svimetbod tiveeseen tdrafyindmg dper, refunding the
n|n Sﬁlr? q?or%'c? PhieS ntr¥ fe%épugigg fRidRa ée%?&n%aglg § Ipo]rtl on of the
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activity BeiArL B REHIRE AR HE 4 PR g P RS8P 1P bubsequent
entry fee in relation to a subsequent gaming activity; and

allocating to the at |east one player one or more entriesin relation to the
subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of refunding the
refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:

defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as a subsequent entry feein
relation to a subsequent gaming activity;

allocating to the at |east one player one or more entriesin relation to the
subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming activity is
agaming activity provided by a method according to an embodiment described above.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

identifying, for each entry fee, atotal contribution amount corresponding to

that entry fee, the total contribution amount including:
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30 One embodiment provides a method including the steps of: identifying,

for each entry fee, a total contribution amount corresponding to that entry
fee, the total contribution amount including: -6- i. a primary contribution
amount comprising the proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk,

less any predefined deductions; and i @-supplementary contribution
amount; combining the total contribution amounts of the respective entry

fees to form a éipﬁrﬂﬁapcahtﬂdﬁmﬂinMWWﬁwmipmp@mi@sm the entry

strl utln rlze I amon ﬂIa ayers to whom mning entries
%I‘(? 83 gf ﬁ@é@?&HﬁfH@& e distribution
protocoh One arnlqmimﬂentapymadematmeﬁmdmherem for a given entry
fee, the 10 entary coptribution amo responds to an
doroq TR DI 0o AL L o aRuE 6 G T, iR form
upv&ﬁpmjht return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry
fee to an investment procedure for a%glod of time; an operator

contrib SH“aYABQ PE O{hf?8f8¥¥&9”&8% f3n. One embodiment provides
a methadistvrmnang the @rigevpook atnprigeh st agerns pdervremteny redndy Btitienwere

ount orr ds to an amount derived from nvestment re urn
A APl SR T i Rl
|nvestm@rmrﬂnbedmnerfana\pdemméﬂhmtewzﬁr@nsfarmmdefmennrwf@eldhe a
meth d mctludln ste sof identi |n%é1 or morew ﬁpln\geg trles fr?r "
R R R e B T e o
witbra mﬂmeﬁ;emmted fpomaa distibctioprisiogpcol amongst the players to
whom W|nn|n ntries were allo dentl in ndlstrlb ted
of the prlze ;\)/%861 ?m%vesr}l%g ateﬁ tssrgt %t[') t?§r|1 A& uﬁalstrlbof entry fee
pior tin Iy estraqoiti peopedursf ayenasatel ah tinkestment return; adding an

amount corres On%glrﬁr BU? I?aStCP proportion of the investment return to

a subsequeﬂ?r rlzre pool I ratafion to a subsequent gaming activity.

athird-party contribution.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from an
investment return derived by subjecting at |east a proportion of that entry feeto an
investment procedure for a period of time.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;

providing a prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were alocated,;

identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool;

investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to
generate an investment return;

adding an amount corresponding to at least a proportion of the investment
return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a subsequent gaming activity.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming activity is
agaming activity provided by a method according to an embodiment described above.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of allocating to each

player one or more entries includes, for a given player:
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One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming
activity is 30 a gaming activity provided by a method according to an
embodiment described above. One embodiment provides a method
wherein the step of allocating to each player one or more entries includes,
for a given player: -7- for the proportion pf the entry fee that is placed at
risk, allocating to the player a primary entry, whereby in the case that the

primary fentheiprisisnti badihea antnnfieg tieatry pldpesnarsi i aR dssawg tdenctpl ayer
the player; for the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable,. aljocating .

A e R et e oy S SR i e Ay ring
osrergfdbe ivasopdasy eatkedeistadraii®edas a winning entry a secondary

prize is awarded to the player. One empodiment provides a method
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that is_placed at.risk and.the payout ratio. 10 One embodiment provides a
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One embodiment provide method wherein, in the case that the primar
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areporitiomgf Heentry, feachathapbaciden pexyadfthe/dagoutar attm-zero

proportion of the entry fee is. refundable wins ane.of the primary, prize or

e e R o e e AR A AR R TR oy enty
site jaieiatifi ebb ol ang i snjp @mtey tiry secandary sshtiig gsanotaifentifited as a winning
cgrq{Fsponding to at least a proportion of the supplementary 20 income to

a'secondary prize pool; refunding to each player the proportion of the
entry fe©tiestmboefomeshdpleyi destalnotthgd enerstioriddahe pesetipadhaprimary entry

S S ) G O
eentp diodrthpr avgdes gl ayetod wineresmdeiengpsoppteonahtbogy entcpriee is
SRR o R e R e e
investmenerembodi ment provides a method including the steps of :

deriving supplementary income;

adding an amount corresponding to at least a proportion of the supplementary
income to a secondary prize pool;

refunding to each player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable;

distributing the secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary entries were
allocated.

One embodiment provides a method wherein deriving supplementary income
includes subjecting at least a proportion of the entry fees to an investment procedure to
generate supplementary income in the form of an investment return.

A second aspect of the invention provides a method for providing a gaming
activity wherein aplurality of players provide respective entry fees, the method

including the steps of:
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A second aspect of the invention provides a method for providing a

gaming activity wherein a plurality of players provide respective entry

fees, the method 30 including the steps of: -8- defining a risk profile, the

risk profile defining a non-zero proportion of an entry fee that is refundable

on the basis of predetermined refund crgeria and a complementary
proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk; receiving, for each player,
data inddieitivegad tik proflydeericigasilydéiati iy plaparzendalasadndten
each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that player. and the
R T8 51 R S A0 et SR e BT e &
ecohpiementapy rishestromettitaslenng feinthéar Sptaiel aratile, X% of the

entry fee is refundable and Y% of the entry fee js placed at risk, wherein X
L TR A LR B /2 0 G P R FEH 5 B B e
npédhed andluding the steps of: identifying one or more winning entries for

the gaming activity; awarding prizes to the ers to.whom winnin

entrivs AL LR 8 Wt & S R e, Bt player
desitlithetidsk profolep branot hiofereatiads plapktieh tosbegbad ey Bekiitpfile for
which a non-zero proportion.of the entry fee is.refundable, refunding the
refunca BB B S R B oA AT S AL X0 the
neathofbaiisestimdbll s tea ofredh tiarentiyef eceitupldatdeaprickovitmnedt the- Y = 100
enta/v\l;ﬁe 'nr?lgge)%i r %t least one player: defining the refundable portion

of the eﬁrt?'yf easa Peast part of a subsequent 20 entry fee in relation to
a subseQuerhdznimerd qiroides boatingptnthedatd dhs stepe gtayer one or
more er}gé%ﬁgn. relation to the subsequetﬂte%?min a%"’,&im exchange for

the subsequemneqn%fa YR EEEHMER p%(t/i ?ﬁ%\é' Wherein

the stepenfarefogghingetite thefplayatdéoprbpantaimmhihentresyfee aldoated,in
fopa %%%%%%jd(‘g& éﬁ%@@'”ﬁ%@&éﬁf%ﬂﬁ’ r'?'er&%t{'a?-” jjthe entry fee

as a subsequententry tee in refation to a subsequent gaming activity;
allocatirfgrteatiephayeasthorsel ptigeba aisk nofilermewttiels dnortatbom poofioetion of

SR A 92 PR e D e T SRR IR TRS e

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of refunding the

refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:

defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as at least part of a subsequent
entry fee in relation to a subsequent gaming activity;

alocating to the at least one player one or more entriesin relation to the
subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the step of refunding the
refundable proportion of the entry fee includes, for at least one player:

defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as a subsequent entry feein
relation to a subsequent gaming activity;

allocating to the at least one player one or more entriesin relation to the
subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming activity is
agaming activity provided by a method according to an embodiment described above.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:
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One embodiment provides a method wherein the subsequent gaming
activity is 30 a gaming activity provided by a method according to an
embodiment described above. One embodiment provides a method
including the steps of: -9- identifying, for each entry fee, a total

contribution amount corresponding to thet entry fee, the total contribution
amount including: i. a primary contribution amount comprising the
pr0portimuﬁtffmg;mb*weaiele éhay ifep|acetiladaink bleRshanyopredefiegobnding to

duction men ar contnEﬁlon amount; combining the
t(t)%g E%Yr?k?ﬁtl 5 %%nr@'gﬁ BhRe r@pfees to form a prize
pool; idéntifying pmmy e but‘iomgmme&rdmsmgtmg phepprireniahe entry
the pl to 10 a ted i
TR & Bk AR e IS kool one
embodiment pepsigpkamenttiyasbritibugion tneugiyen entry fee, the
| t ontri t t
B AR R AR P oo

ipvizstpusht return derived by subjecting at least a proportion of that entry

ee 15t an nvestment procedure for enod of time; an operator

contnbd%gﬂt'a}/nagg%l?& '%8?%)’%8%%8{1 K~One embodiment provides a

method MBMngaha wivempeaniteyriaey the pyedeonehtanyndanindpetitvies were
gunt gorres onds to ap amou eéq derive eéj from cflg 0] nvestment return
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meth?d |n(‘tlud|n ptt ste s of: identifyin or more W{'raﬁin\gegntries for

ﬁu ution.amaount corr q é) OUI’]. ell om one or
the"gaming a tivity; providing a prize poo Istribution in accordance
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e B S e A BB By e
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an operator contribution; and

athird-party contribution.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, for a given entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from an
investment return derived by subjecting at |east a proportion of that entry feeto an
investment procedure for a period of time.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;

providing a prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were allocated;

identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool;

investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to
generate an investment return;

adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of the
investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a subsequent gaming
activity.
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adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of
the 30 investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a
subsequent gaming activity. -10- One embodiment provides a method
wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a gaming activity provided by a
method according to a an embodimentg@escribed above. One
embodiment provides a method wherein the step of allocating to each 5

pla)r/]er ooae:asmb@t&h rﬁ@ifilpﬁ)iladhmmk hltlj@vgh@a rmtaﬁ@utliwqtjmrgammg@ntivity is
of the entry fee that is ed at risk, allocating to the player. a primary .
TR b R B ey & T e A Lo
estioy@ primary prize is awarded to the player; for the proportion of the

try fee that is refundabl locating to the pl 10 :
Seconc RO Aty e RS A SHa Sr R Bl i) B ineet
il @yentifiedrasaravintriegiaolindes, Secartivey prageris awarded to the

I : bodiment id thod wherein the prj try,h
o sss SRR e S A e e AL sl g e
bapethary drerngwheardinni nthbeaetiyadabd eyl ety atidektidied s winning
p}éﬂgﬁout ratio. 15 One.embogigra\?néﬁroyides a method wherein, in the case
t idertine

"ha %HH%YWQ%&;‘F A gspaa)éﬁrﬁning entry, the secondary entry
is not idemttheg@pertvannindgnesntry. f@athatsedinuz ¢ raiodesng toeteqaayer

B S S N D A S s
giderti filed/ es fomvhiog) exntng a-gEamdanp priden Sdvtiasded ty theepisy sefundable

e B L R B S L A e R
aabdouiptel Wutmwi@ammmmwm@muwmm@@wmmhe
AR B AR o

the sec@nkaeynpodieneobhrovialeser detivedwitiesspr e dtercasedbisp thrsprimary entry
S{rNTAR PLORERINAD 41" the iRy LHRPIT B 7659848 hning
entry.

One embodiment provides a method wherein, in the case that the primary entry
isnot identified as awinning entry, the secondary entry is identified as awinning
entry, such that a given player for whom a non-zero proportion of the entry feeis
refundable wins one of the primary prize or the secondary prize.

One embodiment provides a method including the steps of:

deriving supplementary income;

adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of the
supplementary income to a secondary prize pool;

refunding to each player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable;

distributing the secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary entries were
allocated.

One embodiment provides a method wherein deriving supplementary income
includes subjecting at least a proportion of the entry feesto an investment procedure to

generate supplementary income in the form of an investment return.
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allocated. 30 One embodiment provides a method wherein deriving
supplementary income includes subjecting at least a proportion of the
entry fees to an investment procedure to generate supplementary income
in the form of an investment return. -11- A third aspect of the invention
provides a system for providing a gaming activity wherein a plurality of
players provide respective entry fees, the system including a processor

configuradtiod-asprcpar ehenietherdi of providisc sysammi fior REtvithng eagusing

to the first or secor‘d %Ffeg,ﬁ Fr A fourth a é)ect of the invelrj}tion rovides a
B PPE A BB Y TR F?!é’?’r@ LPPEELYF IS Gryetem
whelnding cLiestysarrunfi guase tpremrep sotsacacthediug ppod dingiaming activity
processors to catry out a method of providing a gaming activity according
t@q?%qls&q Eﬂ'?g'g% 05%%?. @&%ing to a further aspect of the

inventiop, finetd emcof ek anretitod javitequovitinges gaotEbig aatidtymedium
the method including the st of: receivin try fees from one or more
STJAIE0 R D B -G SHOTE B S I B PereTm e the
porregp onbea b tessersity terypool foneatiddiohpmai dingeapaolingaotinty according
gﬁrgﬁz ?u lementary income by virtue of either or both of: 15 (a) carriage

oPthE e &R &% ntry fee pool; (b) interaction with one or more of

the playacsoddifigi tgatet hep pipaut ofaheimvemshb)tiseretimpting dedeaonethod for
more. B.redefined deducttié?r?[% froghtg %r??ggi sy le ent:fl:ry income;

R R BREEROAA B e P L R PR e
supplenmecdiaing2Ditirycimess tonfovne treTgielppeals,wherein the prize pool
e AT R S G Sorbura e
embodiichef imi tiyeagainérapeivinl iseeenaguieaigpgbiairagiditiivity, 2prireqoel;
o TR s AT B b e o
entry fee fabldarraymeiettaienty ceteniogdhe atyveegpost, investment
income. (b) interaction with one or more of the players,

defining net supplementary income by subtracting one or more predefined
deductions from the gross supplementary income;

combining the prize portion of the entry fee pool with the net supplementary
income to form the prize pool, wherein the prize pool has a value greater than the sum
of the entry fees; and

distributing the prize pool among winning players based on a distribution
protocol.

In one embodiment the gaming activity is arecurring gaming activity.

In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary income by virtue of carriage
of the funds defining the entry fee pool includes subjecting some or all of the entry fee
pool to an investment procedure to derive gross investment income.

In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary income by virtue of
interaction with one or more of the players includes providing marketing information
to one or more of the players, or personal information from one or more of the players,

in exchange for gross marketing income from athird party.
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In one embodiment deriving gross supplementary income by virtue of
interaction with one or more of the players includes providing marketing
information 30 to one or more of the players, or personal information from
one or more of the players, in exchange for gross marketing income from
a third party. -12- In one embodiment dgpiving gross supplementary
income by virtue of interaction with one or more of the players includes
providing peesenbbdindéat deiiae griss aupinsniegandingopelr virae off

the players to a third party in_exchange for gross marketing income from
RPN S SreatE e RIG: AL arAdg gl andlor contact
eimflopsirientegacing cerbodione ofsthepl ayessthadiine phry éapssdisrige for gross
particular feature frtruc re or characteristic described in connection with

t

u

%%IHF&HE‘? mﬁ&&%&nﬁda?%tgst one embodiment of the present
inventioRefEnersceahpaayianteabi o bz fibation$d ironaembaoth odintig risorseme
embodiments! or."in an .embodiment” in yarious places 10 throughout this
RIS, A b ALY ATrer o Ao G e O
beHanagterfstittblesonidre itheqraeiitidamfith tineanbidictiere $0nchslsatte tistest one
may be combined in any suitable ner, as would b rent tg.one of
PRSI o PR AV T B R Racss o S Wrissan e
Simidediyriérsthipsichb erappairnentst] oh&inranterdbodveatEsomipioousipl aces
exemplar embogdiments of the invention, variqus features of the .
R D SR o e AT TR S RCempgrtment,
doudesayiptrartiibeneod, firethar fpeuizo $eahirestretaumtimierpthehaliact ey éstres amay be

aidin iiﬂr&%{we unders[t ndingnof one or mgligz of the vztriousi vegtive
S.

2SR S A S HAS s R VREIRATPRETRBE 19 B IRt IShEeky gl I the

reftdctntiais dnselosorethadtiesociaonednbodmentsequires more features

than ar .expressly recited in ea im. her, as the followi
claims E@E%l%\ﬁeﬁm%@sep%o rsgﬁ'g%(ﬁeﬁg 'tﬂr};%ég%) ?ggtu?%cs” b 8ns?ng eempl ay
fersainatisodd seeli pveht dmeart ol L est uties @i dine snfafoloimer ¢rserDattaikchrouped
ipti | r resslyv incor ' ' i
S SR RS oo
esttbanimeng ihiettisclnseratimn &8i fy rthdnenwmder sténild rgpof @eedy ooinesnitthe

SRR 2o S AP O BT S SHcrc
s aefl ecting arithitentierstabehefdlainieg émtioi carddoines dilbeedeatures than are
expressly recited in each claim. Rather, as the following claims reflect, inventive
aspectsliein lessthan al features of a single foregoing disclosed embodiment. Thus,
the claims following the Detailed Description are hereby expressly incorporated into
this Detailed Description, with each claim standing on its own as a separate
embodiment of thisinvention.

Furthermore, while some embodiments described herein include some but not
other features included in other embodiments, combinations of features of different
embodiments are meant to be within the scope of the invention, and form different
embodiments, as would be understood by thosein the art. For example, in the
following claims, any of the claimed embodiments can be used in any combination.

Furthermore, some of the embodiments are described herein as a method or
combination of elements of a method that can be implemented by a processor of a

computer system or by other means of carrying out the function. Thus, a processor
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embodiments, as would be understood by those in the art. For example, in
the following claims, any of the claimed embodiments can be used in any
combination. 30 Furthermore, some of the embodiments are described
herein as a method or combination of elements of a method that can be
implemented by a processor of a compger system or by other means of
carrying out the function. Thus, a processor - 13 with the necessary

imﬂmwm@n@iﬁwgnrmcmﬁhswoh@h my&hd @calxmmgtemﬂembrl]amwéhmd t tfrandethod

means for cayrying out the method or element of g method.

FORRR ARSI SRR Sdbmsmeiog S i A MO B Rpre. an

islemenatiopta soeheneianst T apparging enibodiariemaien pesfophed dyntzes for

B R T TR s e

ungensitond that embodiments of the invention may be practiced without

th ifi tails. In other, inst Il-k th t

and QT L ALY BLCA T SR SR Gt S Beee G

Ui dersiten il ngupidek S dbi thaisempbdimésisfetidiexaint omfaag otiprastived without
ified t ft dinal adjecti “first”, " ", "third", etc., t

RS Lo T LAl e R o A A e

dieErisjacs e gotdieereshtoyrairddata Inotordendetctdmbeguire shairiderstanding of

' cés so described must be in a given sequence, either temporally,

obie

stpa%i ﬁ?/c ! c|’H'ranking, or in any other manner. In the claims below and

the desexiptisanl hereim, Lanhgse nthefthse spatisi et the pesofghe 'omdimatisdjdaies

ar..'which comprises” is an open term that means _including at least th

e R A RS ol RO, AR Rt

" dfifepergi ntpt andes ofu Sexldi) ¢his ateibesnd hefefded oo e thaes eattedeaddoiogmply
limitative to the m r elements or steps li thereafter. F .

TR DR e T3 P shet Aoy, spatially,

stmonattkingy, oe ilmaitg dtfeedmacear consisting only of elements A and B. Any

norein 8 S e Ry AR ™

pen term that also nfeans including at léast the
e_‘feomptﬁsilfl'@’tu_mnhawdlbﬁw dnc_é‘\wmh tmmnbs@(dmwrcg)enrltlerm fhpu_me:'a'ns
I o A M 00 A A AT T, e
alerm “comprising”, when used in the claims, should not be interpreted as being
limitative to the means or elements or steps listed thereafter. For example, the scope of
the expression a device comprising A and B should not be limited to devices consisting
only of elements A and B. Any one of the terms “including”, “which includes” or
“that includes” as used herein is also an open term that also means including at least
the elements/features that follow the term, but not excluding others. Thus, “including”
IS synonymous with and means the same as “comprising”.

Similarly, the term “coupled”, when used herein, should not be interpreted as
being limitative to direct connections only. The terms "coupled” and "connected,”
along with their derivatives, may be used. The scope of the expression a“device A
coupled to adevice B” should not be limited to devices or systems wherein an output
of device A isdirectly connected to an input of device B. It means that there exists a
path between an output of A and an input of B which may be a path including other

devices or means. "Coupled" may mean that two or more elements are either in direct
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being limitative to direct connections only. The terms "coupled" and
"connected," along with their derivatives, may be used. The scope of the
expression a "device A coupled to a device B" should not be limited to
devices or systems wherein an output 30 of device A is directly connected
to an input of device B. It means that theqe exists a path between an
output of A and an input of B which may be a path including other devices

qrsrmgaas(ar 'Gectplesl comactneathahatdvep woraelensdasardhier thelther tontact
dlre é%a% sical or e ctrlcal contact, or that t\ﬁé) or more elements are

n {t HEY% éf?cﬂpgfﬁ@r%dpg%fgt G@ﬁ@ or interact with
each otférke tEhe teompheneptaryeansipyiosad iyers advigr efergibe to relative

reference to Iatlve er enta es of two mutually exclusjve compon nt[?1
PErERR L R AN GG RS S At b RO ST e
risromndﬂnef ammrmigemnMyé prapmrﬁonskhamdstmefwmﬂqﬁbﬂeﬂaiye proportion
text, if a giv ortio
R S o S SRR B D PRt an s 04then the
thah@azwrﬂarlqu)ponnmaseothd bentrbelda@dy Histaidd attrebeisatedityat as used
reference to rt| n'is, i ed tg encom e situatipns where
P nies e SO Rty Hetae: S Ao "2 propsion” s
petenddddge eﬁcmﬁmesdnmswanbnhmmmhawrﬁpdemeds@%admﬁwww as
the i |nv ntIO%B rérfrll now e descrlbed by way of example only, with

rERrEncent eg&%m riying drawings in which: 15 FIG. 1 illustrates a
method for provrdlng a gamlng activity according to one embodiment.

FéG er?Glﬂlus.tra es a d for. I[:])rowdlng a gaming activity according to one
eribodiment a?es Prethod for providing a gaming activity

accordlrﬁgaf(erweeriﬁmmmnsm‘eﬁnemeerm divsitaresvabendeaardotmt, pyowiairag
activi ¢ rdin mbodrmen FIG. 5 illus [ajes a
%10[)(]1 ALk WY(ﬁ erenc% ?‘\:/lty payl rg%ﬁr Mgs In Wil

or r‘ovr ng a gamlng ac embodrment 25
FIG 6 iiSirate s natet eohdtroolrtori gnoyidi ggngaymngrmy\at;cawmg g ttnene

embOdi@ﬁB(t)diment.
FIG. 2 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 3illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 4 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 5illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 6 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 7 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 8A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment.
FIG. 8B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity according to one

embodiment.
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FIG. 7 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity according to one
embodiment. FIG. 8A illustrates system for providing a gaming activity
according to one 30 embodiment. FIG. 8B illustrates a system for

providing a gaming activity according to one embodiment. - 15 FIG. 9
illustrates a method for providing a gamipg activity according to one
embodiment. FIG. 10 illustrates a method for providing a gaming activity
accordirgco Dikiseabodimensdd drlprolitindlasisaiesy systany tecordivigiiodne
a gamin%rF ctivg}/ according to one embodiment. FIG. 11B illustrates a
system W iﬁmg a gaming activity according to one embodiment. FIG.
12A illusirateid siy atantdo a prieviotigeppariiing adiaitingcetind thgdooptieg ko one
embodiment. FIG. 12B illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity
accordiﬁ@ﬁ?%ﬂéenémbodiment. Detailed Description 15 Described herein

are varipus. systeithgstrarbsgthad sdopioididng ganiinpactisiityitiesottieseto one
particularl r@latin to gaming activities where a plurality of players

provide iVe entry fees. Traditional gaming activities necessarily

involve B6&. alep e paitties Ay stemeioe ptovidieaadskni i agingdeatcording to one
invention, at least in some of its preferred forms, modifies the traditional
approac%%og%ggé ating such gaming 20 activities so that the player's

entry fe€liG.MiAdbessaedsydane foe priog|diay rasfarnidg ed: vitysaotar ding to one

embodiréwrﬁ 6Si?.n I?yer is provided with an option to participate on the
basis that g orhér entry fee is wholly refundable while retaining the

opportuRl@.th2Bin | ystiztes poystanaligragiongdidg ayarei nglegtihidyglocstiting to one
modifie%gr%lcriﬁ)gg{on by other players. 25 In the context of the present
disclosure, 98588 umed that a gaming activity is an activity where

multiple players provide respective entry fees. In exchange for the

Detailed Description

Described herein are various systems and methods for providing gaming
activities, these particularly relating to gaming activities where a plurality of players
provide respective entry fees. Traditional gaming activities necessarily involve the
player putting his or her entry fee at risk. The present invention, at least in some of its
preferred forms, modifies the traditional approaches of operating such gaming
activities so that the player’s entry fee is not necessarily placed entirely at risk. Indeed,
in some embodiments a player is provided with an option to participate on the basis
that his or her entry feeis wholly refundable while retaining the opportunity to win
prizes, potentially alongside more risky though still modified participation by other
players.

In the context of the present disclosure, it is assumed that a gaming activity is
an activity where multiple players provide respective entry fees. In exchange for the
entry fees, the players are respectively allocated one or more entries. The term
“player” as used herein refersto a provider of an entry fee. The term should be
construed broadly to include both human players, non-human players, constructs or
syndicates defined by a group of two or more human and/or non human players (such
as a collaboration between human players), and other legal entities (such as

corporations or trusts). In some cases, the player isidentified in a computing system
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entry fees, the players are respectively allocated one or more entries. The
term "player" as used herein refers to a provider of an entry fee. The term
should be construed broadly to include both human players, non-human
players, constructs or 30 syndicates defined by a group of two or more
human and/or non human players (sucheas a collaboration between
human players), and other legal entities (such as corporations or trusts).

Iy e ((flmmnttfeenl?]wch?h@nlﬁﬁa@de a mmygtm@ ﬁydg@ﬁnﬁiﬁr Jviemtifier
identifier, which might inc r efined identifi
B o L R o R PR e oRg T er, or the ke

telephomﬁ unembewoomnel Mesdanttbnectowwmér@ie ﬁrﬁeébdietlnwms being
gge is di cu S|on of p ers be| aIIo ated" entne g(lsclo re of

e A T R 20 SRR SIS o1
ara Iksrgeedte ehals pyma distin ers negdnwmgdwdﬁyrﬂwmmm,s regjéher Eﬁmmore,

term|§| sh? Id im nbgé&}tﬁ%eme&;%r;%%m tual hysﬁ%‘&mgscally

erarmeemyrmnnea(bitatbugat@qual ihethpjayey. meghlpmtBMn esare

Sld%\e ?fg h ctlve entry fees, it will be 10 appreciated that
W%b?rr\] N ?1 Sié) Sf”%/rer provides multiple entry fees on multiple

occas|0Mtha@em9meenmdetb@ttepmvmurﬂmtldemwm stimilbfoe
consider hat constlt#tes a wholl gY artlal fund E
S

PR S el B e g e P B G T e e S g

tineultiqid dt@a's;omhlch is descriptive 15 only. In some embodlments the

entry fe rovided in wh or.in part as o,n ar currenc n othe

embodlr?ne?n% ane e?] ee?igh no tte{)rﬁal?n d%rlveds e%a{c as \S/ijf%r consdreranon

cinats comsti fotes baged Ipredpﬁrlleﬂpmﬁdechbtﬂpawemteslu Bpelznted naphoations or

entﬁﬁo?ag n en ra(b (%V?opr% deter nedc)a%JI affunc\y{l n Hf rHe nptlve

ase va ue or where ayer par C|pates in marke |ng activi

(byllylel/m isgraelemticed mentstbe aamycfledlmg)to@@ed swwm;}efmn nnpauhwbnonetary

il an sty fesdsnaonaldefioed.ondbechania el Aenell (15 Ham e o

operato ora rd party recelves Iay r's pa |C|pa ion'in

thoewmarbemlgammaﬁnﬁubgoedbgrmﬂmcmrwomm pocaiuetirg, and an
corr spon méij' %'gldd%géjﬂﬁeargsvé%ﬂ% |esM]Ee§Hr%H%SVaI']Je or where the

one or more entr e present
coliay i@t @ pabesdinmoatiketing atitvyties(By whesing rolvieitiddmets dhgesponding to

PYERRS, PP ALEIRE O 4 SAMIEAEHARonally defined on the basis of a benefit

the gaming operator or athird party receives by virtue of the player’s participation in

those marketing activities. That is, by purchasing a certain product, a consumer is
deemed to have provided an entry fee, and is correspondingly allocated one or more
entries. In the presently considered embodiments, the entry fee iswholly provided for
the purpose of participation in agaming activity.

In some embodiments, the “entry fee” defines only a portion of the sum of
consideration provided by a player in exchange for one or more entries. For example,
in some embodiments a player provides an entry amount, including an entry fee and an
additional component, this additional component being, in some cases, attributable to
an operator service charge. 1n some embodiments, although an entry feeisfully
refundable, it is only the entry fee component of an entry amount that is fully
refundable, with the additional component being non-refundable. It should also be
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In some embodiments, the "entry fee" defines only a portion of the sum of
consideration provided by a player in exchange for one or more entries.
For example, in some embodiments a player provides an entry amount,
including an entry fee and an additional component, this additional
component being, in some cases, attribitable to 30 an operator service
charge. In some embodiments, although an entry fee is fully refundable, it

isorsciediy tiee eamyieaenbed Adt Gatiormayhthatuie bl but could
O ot PR ST PERRD P nd i o e TR v velue
nature aaefuar@weswIdmxutqammmmmmmé@{mwame )
RO e O o e RN S TrEreo ML R e
otiferwlis esiwethaognpssantliietnel paddial b smhieridstaasesdibiaexgnasie, anebminal
funds. | inst le, inal refund b
] R S P R e SO A e BN et
aattuallly received dyyseplapsteisitess shat the th@minah orajrosrefsmaeitrashective of
' ti f whether that ref ' i I tial, Such
B S L B Py
fam@defeﬁmq&;mmtmm@nbﬂt@nee orssnbeotthethedentiavgaiomg” and
form of BAUETNIS GG o e TNt i) e onstuee

Liotbediyssarad 1o tacertypessmy éstnmofihgacdhitect gentineg Aersivadjennngy anolidi ng but
parfiﬁldjl%gxamples include "Lotto", "Oz Lotto", "Powerball”, "Art Union 15

Lteries : a{ﬁ'd the like. In the context of the US market, particular

exarwplqs_saimieﬁim&lotFWWbe tdeea N/r_il ﬁm?sbnféim\uerb@m'uwa:}l@rhmaxkﬁt,
oteries  RUCHE 5 G CHHER LT BED S prodeilin Sbapon
more urniqtteri@§ tiarkdtheckikeying tiespeatixe diaketUdemistiess parttolze eamples
T S SR s SIS OB SERIONE o
"Chinesgt&dffle" style games where players seek to reconcile their own
e e G aN (O T aa S RS ARG P RIS T B e

o Raffles, or other games where a player is provided with one or more unique
tickets carrying respective ticket identifiers, and one or more winners are
identified based on the selection of one or more winning ticket identifiers.

o “Keno”, “Bingo” and “Housie”, “Tombola” and “Chinese Raffle” style games
where players seek to reconcile their own numbers with numbers drawn from
an independent objective source.

o Sports betting activities and football pools, whether pari-mutuel or “fixed-
odds” based.

o Events-based betting activities involving such outcomes as political contests,
Royal or noteworthy births, weather outcomes and natural phenomena.

o Totalisators.

. Sweepstakes for any events such as horse, dog or any other form of racing,

sporting contests, political contests and the like.
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25 Sports betting activities and football pools, whether pari-mutuel or

"fixed- odds" based. Events-based betting activities involving such

outcomes as political contests, Royal or noteworthy births, weather

outcomes and natural phenomena. Totalisators. 30 Sweepstakes for any
events such as horse, dog or any other1f®rm of racing, sporting contests,
political contests and the like. _18- PC-based and other electronic gaming
contestRanciieins@oling ehenonidgsriingdiiteassh@uaPHbIIRICthance-based,
chance/skill-based gaming contests. These jnclude online video games,
where GHUGRERELREGHTARAHEB SRR S KR PRaRH] CoFiR sEhFee Include
cases imﬂmb@ﬁﬂ&'@}?i%mfg@@gm%l%@&ﬂ 'p)/drﬂ ﬂeﬁf@zﬁd@ﬁt én &phgler’s skill,
games or contests of skill and/oy knowledge and/or chance.

oo B3 o (B B RORA D GNP e g hence
ndachingsthe/iphramesonteld bradipashiencadirelgaarens ensnese

unknown outcomes, whether pari-mutuel or "fixed-odds" based. It will be

apprecisieaNie:ReHhUHIeHBLY ekarprke! AGIREIe SSFE RNl saBndmachines.
respectwﬁ?yﬁam&sﬁsﬁnﬂai%m%&@i FROHIG BHY P RforGnRIB G DRt Eomes,

respectively “provided with one or more entries. The term "pari-mutuel”

refers gWHEHRE Y iagdHEheY aftuedertisnOAEkeby prizes are funded in
whole Oftiﬁ/im%é%ﬁ%)ét&ecﬁaﬂﬂiﬁal?m%@@fﬂiﬁﬂée Rt YRR Srovide

with "paramutual”, "para-mutual”, "parimutuel” "mutual betting" and 15
oiERPECHYR By A epR Stk (e PGty B srtindaretng lmy@issEs respectively
ShiRidH X RO BEHGE driich a gaming activity is provided. This

includes, but is n9t limited to’,, methods performable by administrators of

gaming Healaies Pﬁ%tﬁb&%e?ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬁ[@@w&awmfﬁw%mhﬁjeby

aﬁ*ﬁk’&%’?e AR RedREHaR! Mv %@Y@gﬁfé&mw@fe?& e Hﬁﬁéﬁ%%’ be
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methods performable in relation to ministration of gaming activities
2PN VEh iR FLiHah g PRy At e PAHBWEEO N, MHeRiSettng” and
"e¥sse Uafighrroviding a gaming activity" includes substantially any

hardware component or group of hardware components associated with

the perfOrnfBFEOGI RERMINHEB OBRIDRIATY Y Yahnrydesiieptangally any method
HANRIER BlRMRSRMA N FHHBvided. Thisincludes, but is not limited to, methods

performable by administrators of gaming activities, methods performable by vendors

of entriesin gaming activities, methods performable by players, computer
implemented methods performable in relation to the administration of gaming
activities and/or sale of entriesin such gaming activities, and so on. Likewise, a
“system for providing a gaming activity” includes substantialy any hardware
component or group of hardware components associated with the performance of a
method for providing agaming activity. For example, such systemsinclude
information systems maintained or implemented by or on behalf of administrators of
gaming activities, vendors of entries in gaming activities, or the players themselves.
As used herein, the term “gaming operator” describes a party or group of
parties responsible for the carriage and administration of a gaming activity. That is, a
gaming operator is responsible for tasks including, but not limited to defining entry
parameters and other predefined terms and conditions for the gaming activity, offering
for sale entries in exchange for entry fees, receiving entry fees from players, allocating

entriesto players in exchange for those entry fees, identifying one or more winning
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25 information systems maintained or implemented by or on behalf of

administrators of gaming activities, vendors of entries in gaming activities,

or the players themselves. As used herein, the term "gaming operator"

describes a party or group of parties responsible for the carriage and

administration of a gaming activity. Thatds, a gaming operator is

responsible for tasks including, but not limited to defining entry 30
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activity in the context of the present disclosure.

Risk Profiles

FIG. 1 illustrates amethod 100 for providing a gaming activity. In thisgaming
activity, aplurality of players provide respective entry fees. Method 100 includes, at
step 101, defining a plurality of risk profiles, wherein each risk profile defines a
proportion of an entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined refund
criteriaand a complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. Step
102 includes receiving, for each player, dataindicative of the entry fee provided by
that player and arisk profile selected by that player. Step 103 includes alocating to
each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that player and the risk profile
selected by that player, one or more entries in relation to the gaming activity.
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activity, a plurality of players provide respective entry fees. Method 100
includes, at 25 step 101, defining a plurality of risk profiles, wherein each

risk profile defines a proportion of an entry fee that is refundable on the

basis of predetermined refund criteria and a complementary proportion of

the entry fee that is placed at risk. Step2@02 includes receiving, for each
player, data indicative of the entry fee provided by that player and a risk
IOrofiIe SElRcteehby oh laxrenBtepptidReitigludes eferating t@faﬂam relative

the b try f ided by that d th
oA TRy DB PGP BPE NS RLTon G5 i e
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reference to ortion" is intended to encompass the situations where
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Tdm;aam oSk sirpfivéisefor which 100% of the entry fee is refundable.

"Full-risk” risk profiles. T erlsk rofiles for which 100%

1% Tee 1 NRLSR QTR O BT BT of g AR 8y ey fee
which X effuitidzieliatry fee is refundable and Y% of the entry fee is placed

at risk, W eln X +Y =100 and wherein 0 It wi

abpreciate tﬂgf Al Rep fﬂl’m%rfﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁ‘f %Hdpﬁﬁféﬂé %HYJP'B’? Eégr/ﬂjoﬁéﬂe entry
profiles fxei slpfinabla. r2dk It will be appreciated that which of these

categories are made available varies between embodiments. In

hrticular it BT R S S oPTONSS Ok WA YR He ety feeis

profile exeligixely af@VesINREMBNEsTIHSCRON SkNatiteki Arefiley k00 and

risk proflle and ane_or more hybrid risk Broflles some embodiments make
use of a n0< X <100. Itwill be appreciated that, at least theoretically, an

infinite number of hybrid risk profiles are definable.

It will be appreciated that which of these categories are made available varies
between embodiments. In particular, some embodiments make use of a no-risk profile
and full-risk profile exclusively, some embodiments make use of a no-risk profile, full-
risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some embodiments make use of a no-
risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some embodiments make use of full-
risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, and some embodiments may only
make use of one or more hybrid risk profiles.

The manner in which risk profiles are defined also varies between
embodiments. Generally speaking, there are two main approaches, which are by no
means mutually exclusive. The first approach isfor a gaming operator to stipulate one
or more predefined risk profiles, and make these available to players. In one such
embodiment only the “no-risk” and “full-risk” profiles are made available, whilein
another such embodiment hybrid-risk profiles are additionally or alternatively made
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risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, some embodiments make
use of full 25 risk profile and one or more hybrid risk profiles, and some
embodiments may only make use of one or more hybrid risk profiles. The
manner in which risk profiles are defined also varies between
embodiments. Generally speaking, therglare two main approaches, which
are by no means mutually exclusive. The first approach is for a gaming
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The term “refund” as used herein isintended to encompass a full or partial
refund of the value component of an entry fee, whether in the form in which it was
contributed or in some other form. Refunds may therefore bein cash or inkind. In
particular, in some embodiments of the invention, arefund may take the form of a
limited rollover entry for a specified number of subsequent gaming activities of the
same or different type, an unlimited rollover entry for an indeterminate number of
subsequent gaming activities of the same or different type, or the maintenance of a
limited rollover entry or an unlimited rollover entry from a previous gaming activity.
Theterm is aso intended to encompass the option of arefund, in whatever form,
whether or not that option is exercised at any particular point intime, or at al. In
some embodiments a player is able to exercise the option of arefund at substantially

any point intime. Further, the term “refund” is intended to encompass the concept of a
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contributed or in some other form. Refunds may therefore be in cash or in
kind. In particular, in some embodiments of the invention, a refund may
take the form of a 25 limited rollover entry for a specified number of
subsequent gaming activities of the same or different type, an unlimited
rollover entry for an indeterminate numbegr-of subsequent gaming
activities of the same or different type, or the maintenance of a limited
rpllovisceniryrvatetineli ritad aedowE s e ao)oifieradriipievioys gamihpased on the
actjvity. The term js also intended ta encompass the option of a r f.un%, in
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ofi miaiti duee cpnhb@qbclivibesmeag asdimka sl \eluetospdriertoot xiescise
the o tioncPf a refund at substantially any point in time. Further, the term
"FG RO IHPeﬂ'&IQé to encompass the concept of a -22- promised prize,
Whethercslsr an alg?raaﬁq\l/% t%ic%)r.ip addition to, a refund based on the value
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arri . \
componeént Si9ReeR ry it IS therefore possible that a refund in the
context FdGp &ril bugnatga e et i8Rk svimialy pravedes toemieiddditional context to
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S ameth , which provi ndl context
sgeperdiyl e atOR) thepaaicetan Whithcaitlestnagesadtitisahyieeded301 to
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aativvioynis ef s@animgoabiyviltye | scletpiatioeddiyat e ooting) es\anofor stastitgevent or
Sﬁkﬁgz includes identifying one or more winning entries. In the context
0

some gaming activities, there is only a single winning entry,
whereaSiepoia2 i nphndies) dectifyies eheer arerenwitipisgeninies) énthesomext of

e o S L T, SR ther e
oaelivifies Mi@rem@?”sul(@lﬁwm mgﬂ_aé"d:?mf wisieend ewintes gamengpiieg)atantias in
R B ing ity
iV SR eniriggaia G\wimmg enittesh ol eSioiemge vy evpasintaent applies)
t%ﬁ&%?&?éﬁrﬁe@%“ﬁ&%ﬁnéﬁa% &’ (entriesin respect of which ano-win
event applies). In one simple example, the gaming activity involves wagering on the
outcome of a sporting event between two teams, Team A and Team B. Assume a
given entry is placed on the basis of awager that Team A will be victorious. If the
outcome of the sporting event reveals that Team A was indeed victorious, that entry
would beidentified as awinning entry. Otherwise, it would be identified as a non-
winning entry. It will be appreciated that identifying winning entries is a more detailed
procedure in, for example, complex lottery style games.

Step 303 includes distributing a prize pool of prizesto playersto whom the
winning entries were alocated. That is, aprize pool is used to fund one or more
prizes, and these prizes are awarded to the winning players (or player, in the event that
thereisonly one prize, or in the event that one player wins all prizes). Thisis carried
out in accordance with a predefined prize distribution protocol. Thereisno

requirement that, at the completion of step 303, the relevant players have physically
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given entry is placed on the basis of a wager that Team A will be
victorious. If the outcome of the sporting event reveals that Team A was
indeed victorious, that entry would be identified as a winning entry.
Otherwise, it would be identified as a non 25 winning entry. It will be
appreciated that identifying winning entp@s is a more detailed procedure
in, for example, complex lottery style games. Step 303 includes
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corresponding refunds therefore never physically provided.

In most embodiments described herein, it is assumed that all playersreceive
refunds for the refundable proportions of their entry fees regardless of whether one or
more winning and/or one or more norn-wining entries were allocated in exchange for
the relevant entry fees. However, in some embodiments, an entry fee attributable to a

winning ticket is not refunded.

Recurring Entries

Referring to FIG. 4, in some embodiments step 304 includes, for each player,
selectively defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as at least part of a
subsequent entry fee in relation to a subsequent gaming activity, and in the event that
this occurs, alocating to the at least one player one or more entriesin relation to the

subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.
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corresponding refunds therefore never physically provided. In most
embodiments described herein, it is assumed that all players receive

refunds for the refundable proportions of their entry fees regardless of

whether one or more winning and/or one or more non-wining entries were
allocated in exchange for 25 the relevapientry fees. However, in some
embodiments, an entry fee attributable to a winning ticket is not refunded.
Recurring thettisadrede Fi®) zp diéo 304 imclaties Sbkagtis U sosien. 38db-step 401
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a subsequent ent ion to
refundable proportion of the entry fee is defined as a subsequent entry fee in relation to

a subsequent gaming activity. In some embodiments, only part of the refundable
portion of the entry fee is defined as a subsequent entry fee. Furthermore, in some
embodiments it defines only part of a subsequent entry fee. However, for the sake of
the present example, it is assumed that the refundable proportion is simply defined as
the subsequent entry fee. Then, at step 404, one or more entries are allocated to the
player in exchange for the subsequent entry fee, these entries relating to a subsequent
gaming activity.

The nature of the subsequent gaming activity varies between embodiments.
For example, in some casesit is entirely unrelated to the gaming activity for which the
initial entry fee was provided. However, in some embodiments, the gaming activity
for which the outcome is determined at step 301 is a recurring gaming activity, and the
subsequent gaming activity is a recurrence (in some embodi ments being the next

recurrence) of the gaming activity for which the outcome is determined at step 301.
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20 a subsequent gaming activity. In some embodiments, only part of the
refundable portion of the entry fee is defined as a subsequent entry fee.
Furthermore, in some embodiments it defines only part of a subsequent
entry fee. However, for the sake of the present example, it is assumed

that the refundable proportion is simplyZdefined as the subsequent entry
fee. Then, at step 404, one or more entries are allocated to the 25 player
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resprgcand the riedtieding entry option selected, a perpetually recurring entry is
effectively provided (of course, thisis contingent on continuing recurrence of the
gaming activity). Inthiscase, aplayer is essentially able to provide asingle entry fee,
and in exchange for that entry fee to be provided with one or more entries in agaming
activity and all subsequent recurrences of that gaming activity. In the context of
lotteries having a periodic draws, the player is essentially provided with one or more
entriesin relation to each draw in exchange for a one-off entry fee. Inthe event that a
hybrid risk profileis selected, the entry fee provided in relation to subsequent gaming
activities diminishes after each activity, and inevitably the refundable proportion will
diminish to alevel where it cannot be exchanged for any entries. Asavariation, in
some embodiments, if ahybrid risk profile is selected, ano-risk profileis
automatically adopted for subsequent activities thereby to provide perpetual recurrence
(of course, thisis contingent on continuing recurrence of the gaming activity).
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entry, and the recurring entry option selected, a perpetually recurring entry
is 20 effectively provided (of course, this is contingent on continuing
recurrence of the gaming activity). In this case, a player is essentially able
to provide a single entry fee, and in exchange for that entry fee to be
provided with one or more entries in a-@@ming activity and all subsequent
recurrences of that gaming activity. In the context of lotteries having a
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e ERaaR g RS (AN, RS SRR Btyeny
Typarelthe gdphayastivity iobtailes parefuntligraspestth éhtopnigiepoonl of Bunded at
SN, e . s it that . ivity. Pri
O B R NN e 305 ncluces iributing
prize pobheteundsotidseasiaysesded b bmoiviemihg eromitestyosable
| _ . ) .
B R e BRG BB ot 0 R e
peotripprepis it s ngtatappsid @scalnt osothepovlesmasbirmducicastoddeas the
o e s L B o RS i e A O AU e
w@nt&%ﬁ%iﬂwnm%@aagﬁp@t%ﬁmllw podligidf efent times,
;%%WR&}%‘? ’?ﬁﬁ%@r Qﬁg@%ﬁéﬁg%‘m‘é@%& Bi&rtﬁ%%m@dwﬁ?&n eBﬁﬂousﬁ' meframes.

ucts, _\Nhet _ e co_mponents are epos_lted simultal J ) or_a_t
different tiagpreghaledibahd nithesoaieni s repad-aratie, 8greganmgpetivity, the

S@m %@ﬁgg&gﬁ%ﬁ@ﬂg% %ﬁéﬂ&r&ﬂ%ﬁﬂtﬂi‘ﬂénl H6FPQIRK! 7 tRe context
of many such gaming activities, entry fees are used to fund prizes. However, in the
event that an entry feeisfully refundable, by traditional mechanicsit is not possible to
use that entry fee to fund prizes.

Some embodiments of the present invention have been developed to allow a
player who selects ano-risk profile in relation to a given entry fee to nevertheless
make a contribution to a prize pool on the basis of that entry fee. Thisisachieved by a
process referred to as “prize pool supplementation”, which is discussed below.

A general example of prize pool supplementation is provided by method 600 of
FIG. 6. Step 601 includes combining the entry fees received from the plurality of
players at step 102 into an entry fee pool. This entry fee pool, in the present
embodiment, includes three portions:

o A prize portion. This prize portion is defined by at least a proportion of the at-

risk proportions of entry fees received at step 102.
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provision of a no-risk profile may seem counterintuitive. In particular, in the
context 20 of many such gaming activities, entry fees are used to fund
prizes. However, in the event that an entry fee is fully refundable, by
traditional mechanics it is not possible to use that entry fee to fund prizes.
Some embodiments of the present inverition have been developed to
allow a player who selects a no-risk profile in relation to a given entry fee

tQ nevetheiRFRIAS ePRICOR. CTRE esliambbPepripertipRIpRANS Rasifcobithal at step
entry fee, This is achieved b a&o_cess referred to as "prize pool
supplerﬂ@ﬁtgﬁb'ﬁe,to\'/ﬁf@ﬁ%dé@@ B8below. A general example of prize

ool SURDIRIARAHBISLIS GO THRHBMiBIEIE SR dekincd-bytamyGehaining
includes combining the entry fees received from the plurality of players at

step 100" PRETHALPRHIGSOIpHErET A EnbIQt LB BYSPIf e e Roson or the
embodipeRiRdiprUstRE SArae BOMLashAIRIEHRsRRE M Y isperiae Rutiessisrofit

defined by at least a proportion of the at- risk proportions of entry fees

receivedr QTS JRgUCUBIE DIGRAMHRIALIE BRGIMROAMERTRH ERyRrMment taxes,
proportigiscef Ietes peparReived & 6tRE i AGRIRHE His peftibAabiesome

portion. A deductible portion. This portion is essentially defined by any

remainifg IOFRSAIS HNEARUEHRIG ROSLOM 5 768 Rot attributable to the prize
portion gxdbhe03 iidlieea Bedparipsupp avet-py heshiec s § 1@ S eneetary

operator. derives prafit from the deductible proportion. In some ) i
émﬁ&’é’% HFRORY @Ry aiafart HanchATY dReaREsh BRIBR4SKP 1N

therpedwgivaienpatdion. In some embodiments the deductible portion is

G oplera D HEG T S A2 FBHICR S EFHSTER e BRI

Wi phiedasdet dredigreasatin fee piiein hadintentsiz8 iesbldrinabidasrizes are to

B e e Bl ngrre

beetis tibibiedt I8 5oswiBl e tolwoiTtisrize poohthar pfresati aud @than the sum

e o B SR PR S

qoitizéy thistmasies! liectbe ) apeysfeegreater sum in prizes than was

Co”eCtegth g&%éﬁﬁ& providing arefund pool from the refundable portion of entry
fee pool. It will be appreciated that this refund pool provides the funds from which

refunds are distributed at step 304.

The nature of supplementary income received at step 602 varies between
embodiments. 1n some embodiments, the nature of supplementary income includes
income that falls into one or more of the following broad categories, which should by
no means be regarded as exclusive:

o Investment Return. Thisis considered in more detail below under the heading
“Prize Pool Supplementation by Investment of Entry Fees”, and various
embodiments described herein assume that the supplementary income takes this
form. Asageneral overview, someor al of the entry fees collected from
players are subjected to an investment procedure for a period of time, and the
supplementary income includes some or al of the investment return derived
from that investment procedure, or a an amount having a value corresponding
to some or all of the investment return derived from that investment procedure
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Step 605 includes providing a refund pool from the refundable portion of

entry fee pool. It will be appreciated that this refund pool provides the

funds from which 20 refunds are distributed at step 304. The nature of
supplementary income received at step 602 varies between

embodiments. In some embodiments,-thg hature of supplementary income
includes income that falls into one or more of the following broad
categorieptiotetly phovitibdd iy 2n opeessria sageiskebasienckising:tBSinvestment
Investment Eeturn. This is considered in more detail below under the
headindet\"-';i e Pool Supplementation by Investment of Entry Fees", and

various Gakecinaents bigren aeh Beifirapadmritatibeannr epe alortseal f
income takes this form. As a general overview, some or all of the entr
foos coPEOEIPRNAPION QL e SUBplRnESAR SRR fe P

a periodsglirdenef, RimdShecisappleMe Boaty taseieci BPEGES sPIee Bicahahtive
the investment return derived from that inyestment procedure, or a.an .
amount 1 5 A LA B RO PP O e eigetion then
return deviyierchrernvtbabéntvesiasent procedure -28- (optionally provided by

an operator in anticipation of receiving the investment return). Operator

ContribUtHEs P YSrRBERIBRIT AEOMELRRRTHY e ATBI A&ty makesa

beneficighytProuisle a0 the Qippllaidhe st ppbPReenthides semediemdtshis third
own 5 source of funds. For example, in some cases the operator offers
9#59 e'I'B(‘)k

the inceR CRRLY PR NP BIE A AL SN MRS A Y L PRV BK G er

participabati lapnatneibeaiiseoe tae s gesteliRiitdriosting oppoRuHRpS For
In some embgdiments, a third party makes a contribution, and the
supplerE RS AHA AN, B SIS ) SiebERTEM ML Gpig operator

contribuiinerelty s0preisuemieatbiedinentengithitbnes inaiekesahange for either
O o T o B L R PG Y e o
operatomavberahy pl @edetesninas by eobroonitpubandshina@arty information
excha_n e for either the provision of marketing information on behalf of .
the third EFE) 2 GRG0 PV i 5 PefrErRL B et P dcapiion
to the thitbpasyon)cion sticseoiegardinkedng ourpees. ofthesiphple syt entries
as pers%pea Hmtoerdmo%ﬂp nygrcglptilr(l:i?ert]s, these tickets being configured to carry printed
marketing information, and a third party makes a contribution in exchange for
having its own marketing information printed on those tickets. It will be
appreciated that various marketing structures may be implemented among
different embodiments.

A significant result from the notion of supplementary incomeisthat, at least in
some embodiments, agaming operator is essentially able, in a consistent and
sustainable manner, to provide a gaming activity that distributes to players a sum of
money or a corresponding value in prizesthat is greater than the sum of entry fees
received from the players. That is, agameis provided that in essence “gives out more
than it takesin”. Thisisdiscussed further below.

Prize Pool Supplementation by Investment of Entry Fees
As foreshadowed, in some embodiments the supplementary income is
practically or notionally funded by subjecting some or all of the entry fees collected

from players to an investment procedure for a period of time, the supplementary
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information), for subsequent marketing purposes. In a simple example,
entries are printed on physical tickets, these tickets being configured to
carry printed marketing information, and a third party makes a

contribution in exchange for 20 having its own marketing information

printed on those tickets. It will be appregated that various marketing
structures may be implemented among different embodiments. A
sigedhieanioaeslit fsometbeanadiotheiresphenestary dedosekf isrthaiatahlesshent

i bodiments, ing. tor i tially able, j :
cBH RN G 2E U LA LD 5 PR SO Al ek igment
distoibrtsitsi | Hyenstadsimmethodorey ob FAG.OTr eispoart gy itep TOriAeisides
A B PPV 0y OB RS PLRT LIRD o)
THtigpiFABS nulssied fecthd ny el grosPinzedtnentSeppre inehiditoralpyize portion
| tment pof Entry E 0 As foreshadowed. i .embodi t
R IR TGS LA UAT PR RGO By bfoctiep o2
sl ades ebrobihieg atrgrfeesitdasis oted valomoplagsysnd Nt owesist émiestment
dure f iod of ti th | -29- | ' i
O B R R e SRR B R oo Tor
pdiste dutierotcetheawi auimigoal ays s.0 ha st dises/diiseavbaaneno ngth obthesponding

investment return. This is illustrated in method, 700 of. SI& 7. In particular
e T e o R e VRS R R A SR A coses

pitapartiorg parttyi S opkerae )cdnBileytt 60 3naddLi d emtieqeivorgod, grassa substitute for,

investment r turr'{, i&cluding a prize portion (referred to herein as the net
- the net 1INy MenLretdn, . . . -
investmentTteturn) and a non-prize portion. Step 703 includes combining

an amoumsbhrarei agnisodahentspsceapiond | oy @ tngere hurestaamiguer i oekLstepvid3 does
e Rrizshortion af e, SNV eé%ﬂfoc')rt%ﬁotﬂ%e &S BO% Bk oneily being of
diStriBotion 1o e winning players. Tn some cas S this AmoGH avmala 9
cine esgemufidgys0wedke dorttoaithet investment return is the investment

return itiﬁ{& %Fab?d%‘ﬁggsiﬂ ey Qqﬁ\e/ést%g\?rglﬂr%usaﬁﬁ{}% éﬁ{?ﬁ%ome” areto be

contributio IN"anticipation of, or as a’su te for, the ne
invtespneted aetef arancedtn & rehinyeitneantsetarals aod! wlvi avestigent income”

Q@%B%@%ﬁ do m%a%%%%%ll& %Sé%f%g %(%,fﬂﬁg%&ge%tﬁgﬁtﬁ gé%/as[?gvee st sin
othenderikistion of a gross investment return, and various deductions (such as taxes,
levies, duties, commissions, investment charges, broker fees, operator charges, and so
on) are taken from this gross investment return. The term “net investment return”
defines aremainder of the gross investment return, this net investment return being
added to the prize pool as some or al of the supplementary income.

The terms “taxes” and “duties” as used herein are intended to encompass any
relevant Federal, State and/or local government taxes, duties or imposts as well as
levies or charges applied by intermediaries or other third parties connected with the
gaming activity, that are essentially non-discretionary in so far as the gaming operators
or players are concerned.

Theterms “invest”, “investing”, “investment” and the like as used herein are
intended to be afforded a broad interpretation covering the utilisation or disposition of
funds or valuable assets in a general sense. Examplesinclude but are not limited to,

investment in any financial or real asset or property of any type, whether securitised or
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Any references herein to "investment return” or "investment income" are

to be interpreted as references to "net investment return" and "net
investment income" unless specifically stated otherwise. In practice, the
investment procedure results in the derivation of a gross investment

return, and various deductions (such agaxes, 20 levies, duties,
commissions, investment charges, broker fees, operator charges, and so
ostheriei sakeuntfroahudifegonsaatecastergniuetndy. divotetimatiet oh\vesteneis,
return” defines a remainder of the gross investment return, this net
b o ARULE HAd B BRsE TS oAl SrlsFiege
suehlding ttafolluveims . of hectiesns sitexes 'opti drig) ulkeis sigadseef drese ipuachase
intended to encompass any 25 relevant Federal, State and/or local

R S By R B LK P QoL s appiied

by intermegtaiiesenh athergiiidnariaseconarstaskayity hieotaming awlivibsther

that are essentjally.non-discretionary in so far as the gaming operators or
players %@%ﬁéﬁh@@%éﬁ%@oﬁﬂe@ﬁ%@%ﬁﬁﬁg- "investment” and

the like RROHEAGESaHBHD AL UARHIEUIdRELINIRS @ftgTdegha broad

interpretation covering the utilisation or dispaosition of funds or valuable

aSsets it AYJEHBral AEPRIECIELAPRBRIOIN EGER BB A RHEY I ARt tIENts or asset
investm@aidasaRYiHyanciybRBhRA 8RS A h tBreRRITY i3l sagionhether

securitised or -30- otherwise, with value denominated in any currency or

combin&tieMISEN MR sfeneiange Femv & pbisiotesdl AgNeIRiRa Ay other
unlistedi g PV RUE B dvgRiniasiuding the following, as well as

warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment
raceiptsCany | ker SiBerdIRNds.the following: 5 Deposits with third

Parties WRENGICOLAEr Sl PRSI IRFBNRE. NG LGRS, BAIRHEID Anares of

financial institution or some other p rty. Mortgages, debt instruments or
securitiégoElaay whisthenfivl Yorrpatixmbaedsn Depository Receipts or

symilar ety %%Br%?%%h\%ﬁ%ﬁ%%%ﬁgﬁgﬂfgﬂ%é&#ﬁ&?@i H&%?rﬁ%ﬂ%ei pts

in any jurisdiction romissory not exchange, convertib
notes, |@ad thetkékeor any other form of debt or debt instrument.

e SRR BRI ES E cs fore o
up. equities of any sort.

o Warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment recel pts
or the like over any index relating to any matter including but not limited to
stocks, shares or equities of any sort or futures or any financial instrument or
financial asset.

o Currency or interest rate swap agreements, forward interest rate agreements and
thelike.

o Real property or property of any other kind including intellectual property.

o Any contract, arrangement or instrument of any type which confers a benefit of
valuein relation to an item or items of value.

o Futures contracts and the like in relation to any thing, item or matter.
o Currencies.
. Precious metals.

. Works of art and any other valuables such as stamps, coins or jewels; and
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15 Warrants, options, derivatives, deferred purchase contracts,
instalment receipts and the like. Options, warrants or similar instruments
convertible into stocks, shares or equities of any sort. Warrants, options,
derivatives, deferred purchase contracts, instalment receipts 20 or the
like over any index relating to any mattenincluding but not limited to
stocks, shares or equities of any sort or futures or any financial instrument

o finankipl agrefoRUoraRO¥BinEMEsEStiFRj et \ep tha /R EMIAIFofaN@fflon capital
interest rate agreements and the like. 25 Real property or proEerty of an

other kifGHERRIHY Rl REAACHIR R Pt A AR SlarrRlgth ALk wpether or

instrumept at@ushtypeaphighsqiieiradenefit of value in relation to an
item or items of value. Futures contracts and the like in relation to any

thing, itSTH BIRSARYESINEDrencies. 30 Precious metals. Works of art and

agy other XHUARIGS SHeP ths §lamps, coins or jewels; and -31- Any other
form of investment offering at least the %)otential for return on capital over

a*period \bieiRgt v GRfemnes Frdienasit aagituplidall Rirasrisctpr sanmnhe thar back
not a rer R CaritBtiergHaraNERd uSiTNeER AN R TSR ors iTRGRLBF Sharia

bullion or the like. Alternatives forms of disposition of valuable assets, for

exampléLRHARECEHH A SANetlRh R iBiave Plepiel sed QRIS SFtRAH Ef s.
IR RAIFSRAS IRHI P SHREa |34 &R RCCORPaMbARY-AHNPE IRUGI S §RH herein,
other customs or beliefs. Additionally, the terms "invest”, "investing",

"FhRLERE FENSHHAM A1k N By ted Kh iRy BROEGReANERCE; MOney
IRRAABS M L EPHEIRS §o thdRBseSH B ANDR MBI ARYISBANRIRRIATY the

techniques to increase an available amount of funds and investing the

rE2KER IREreRssE YR BRI TINEis A5 Seslbaliep g grpseci ated that the
anRURGIAIGSH FadrH ehedt YRR RRALRAIHEE] BEEFEAPRACASH RABRS BfR1ERR

financial in nature, provided merely that it has some intrinsic, virtual,
JBErRY AR s RRaRJ RITIESE 1M b pemed or perceived valuein the broad

context of the gaming activity.

Further, it should be appreciated that for the purposes of the present invention,
any investment procedure (or other methodology for generating supplementary
contributions for or on behalf of players) may be entirely invisible from the players’
perspectives, being managed as a"back office”" operation by or on behalf of the
gaming operator. Indeed, in many embodiments, thisis the preferred approach, so as
to shield the players from the detail of potentially complex investment and risk
management strategies, which might otherwise detract from the experience and
enjoyment of the primary gaming activity itself. Thisisan important distinction with
respect to some forms of investment product, in which an understanding of transparent
the underlying investment mechanicsis primary, and any associated gaming activity is
of secondary significance.

FIG. 8A schematically illustrates an exemplary gaming administration system
801 according to one embodiment where the prize pool is supplemented by investment
income. Players 801 provide respective entry fees to the system 801. These entry fees
are combined into an entry fee pool 802. Thisentry fee pool includes non-investment
capital 804 and investment capital 805, although in some embodiments the former has
azerovaue. Investment capital 805 is provided to an investment vehicle 806,
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15 context of the gaming activity. Further, it should be appreciated that for

the purposes of the present invention, any investment procedure (or other
methodology for generating supplementary contributions for or on behalf

of players) may be entirely invisible from the players' perspectives, being
managed as a "back office” operationgpoer on behalf of the 20 gaming
operator. Indeed, in many embodiments, this is the preferred approach, so
agptiorsinigityte eye eetfienit e diataiishbn die soakycatiopieinyerierent fees, or
and risk_management strategies, which might otherwise detract from the
B LA U PR LA AN S RO St ORIy e
ingpdrah804listaiciédnonatpri respet i@y some forms of investment product, in
which an understanding of transparent 25 the underlying investment .
mecharfeAHE FAF ) PAFF L0 SR G R DR LoD B h B0
SiglagiCenedzEHoolBY Bchegnaticaestiveitatesiarsogesplaiyaghariddrom this an
administration system 8 ccqrding to ane embodjment where t rize

R SR R) TR L Sad Py g CbHStims £28 (&en s
ressqeEaCcladesntinti eimtedineeay stats, 80d si bakaenéty feedelBeamet investment
combi in entry fee pool . This entry fee poal ipcludes . .
R e R s R O 368 R0 R rivem b
esh bo dppemisdied foerdstritated aaony Hheql dpwesstment capital 805 is

provided to an investment vehicle 806, -32- optionally by way of electronic
funds tr&unstaini hy sdPhizeRdn dintér e ahiy agniutEdhiaorapant yiere Bhaire

; . el : iy g are
04 1s aaLc o con AR B GRS MRS SRENE income
ing¥inain epst o doine esthodimealsitalodoBrig spaciied segdatiglycidaina

R o S A A AR R
;@J@@rmm @ﬁnw&w(emmfmesm havicga wng}mmgmatefiﬂmamewm of
T oL i MEDET A I AR B it s

plae Rome epihneinien S0P iepresenbin@eateeredgaiisatd deseaEganying
zﬁgw F\)/fu’ ggg@ﬁé%mewe@a@ 'Pf&?;%ﬁ?&‘%"FEPB%%HJT»%?H?Sn%fembodi ment the

| mentary'income isthat, at léast in some embodiménts, a gaming
opEeativrPensdesianettnd i neladohiiesapseld sustainable manner, to

Provide g IANING Sy fRel b BLpes to

o Combining the entry fees into an entry fee pool.
o Defining a prize portion of the entry fee pool for addition to a prize pool.
o Deriving gross supplementary income. In some cases this gross supplementary

income is derived by virtue of the operator having access to the funds defining
the entry fee pool (for example by way of investing some or all of the entry fee
pool). In some cases this supplementary income is derived by virtue of the
operator having an interaction with the players (for example where the
supplementary income is derived from providing marketing information such
as a corporate name or logo imprinted on aticket to the players, or acquiring
personal information of marketing value such as contact details or purchasing

preferences from the players).
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players a sum of money (or a prize pool having a value) that is greater
than the sum of 15 entry fees received from the players. That is, a game
that "gives out more than it takes in". Some embodiments of the present
invention are focussed on such a gaming activity, quite apart from
aspects of risk profiles. For example, n3gne embodiment the invention
provides a method including the steps of: Receiving entry fees from

players.[39i rfrmetringptbe@itly ieesniloai SRty rpeahbdartiaiig the gross
prize portion of the entry fee pool for addition to a prize pool. Derivin

gross sSPPRPTENAR IHEAMR! SRS 20r R et iedidlans st AvdAxgry duties,

income ligvéleyivper Apviidtacabike caparataiongving-ante s cberthanselon.
defining_the entry fee pool (for example by way of investing some or all of

the entrfFERPBLESIHE PiZEHPHE @A8E TSy SpRAABNIAH) tHe Akt P ementary
derivedipigontiée fﬁriﬁ@h@lpﬁ!’z@tﬁbdilaw(}ﬁ&ém iRtapAcEPR RSB ARy §résfépthan

example where the supplementary income is derived from providing
marketitREiFHBHAGPUNASES a corporate name or logo imprinted on a

tigket torigriiay ﬁ@sth_@rpﬁ%lﬁﬂélgarﬁ@tﬁﬁ%@ﬁﬁ‘? H‘@E@b@&éﬂ%&@i@r}@lﬁ Bn
such as contact details or purchasing 30 preferences from the players).
-33- DeﬁFﬁ’H;Efﬂlet supplementary income. This is, in some embodiments,

the gross i SpRHaiREaiaRA NGEAREISES ) Yt PERIBIRED AL HRelinn dpakEor 36 itself
taxes, duties, levies, operator deductions, commissions, investment

COSKE BRENSARSIH OHIS P RROhriRE oI OMAE R RErgFrBRb HAY (Nt value
tapeart SRPIRERRIY R BItAITED fQBhehe REidsIPBObppRTEIELhRISs

pool has a value greater than the sum of the entry fees. Distributing the

prReRIRaRE WRieRHY ALY B8 BhNPHRGBERSh 2pREEEs Miplsmented
apBFe BIMEELLH Ale i TherBaRI st kAl 6ATGR GEFDRZIOREsale0Ha 458 the

10 make a contribution to the prize pool, thereby to provide a prize pool

HRXRRGLRAL BRTECIDRLOR IS REIOH XBEHAEPlISe SRS OHE a0k FaM& &l periments
agrRCEESehth Al ERtsas privG detaippbaenas thiy RieadlysriiRmeerane Khae-feen,

or one-off approach implemented from time-to-time to increase player
PR PESHPerteH B RoRERH ZoTiesidag #M B9 SGEMI Rt participation is

below et(ﬁl%%ﬁtr@/i(bgrr\] dg}\%(?g]r?zregand’ some embodiments

In some embodiments, unclaimed prizes are used to further supplement the
prize pool. Referring to examples considered previously, steps 303 and 304
respectively include distributing a prize pool or prizesto players to whom the winning
entries were allocated and refunding the refundabl e portions of entry feesto players
who selected risk profiles defining non-zero refundable proportions. As
foreshadowed, there is no requirement that, at the completion of steps 303 and 304, the
relevant players have physically received prizes and/or refunds. Rather, in some
embodiments, these steps include simply making it possible for winning players to
obtain prizes and/or refunds by redeeming their entries in a designated manner.

Inevitably, for at least some of the refunds and prizes, there will be adelay
between the steps 303/304 and the time at which funds are actually obtained by
players. During this delay, the funds are considered to be “unclaimed prizes” (noting
that these, at least in some cases, include both prizes and refunds). In some cases,
upon the expiration of a predetermined time period, it is deemed that certain unclaimed

prizes will never be obtained by the relevant player or players, and these are
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15 of the present invention provide approaches that are sustainable in the
longer term, these being particularly useful for recurring gaming activities.
Unclaimed/Abandoned Prizes In some embodiments, unclaimed prizes
are used to further supplement the prize pool. Referring to examples
considered previously, steps 303 and -3841-20 respectively include
distributing a prize pool or prizes to players to whom the winning entries

wiegalicedtsst abshtehurriinigdbie sghindadtagbeiohesef @ ntastiaesoife cases, may
players who selected ri rqfiles defining non-zero refundable
p'r%%'éqsﬁ&% R@Z‘%fmf , there is no requirement that, at the
completiagrhsi@nbcsddes| Stive breal releNmninpaiees pavesungsidsiyted to an
received prizes apd/or refunds. Rather, in some 25 embodiments, these
SR ﬁ?mﬁﬁﬂ&%ﬂ%ﬁ%‘?@fm%i@b‘?ﬁ%ﬁ‘?%“%?éi 'S
piriest e ondefunics Hin relied v rgstheittaattips 26 podeisigsttchnwasdssequent
Inevitably, for at least some of the refunds and prizes, there will be a delay
SR e S B e A DS TR M OB KRy Hee
alnteiaeckt yrizeyeris) h2tath@ithisudrayt, teechsadly ahe icnmedierelgt solimequent
"unclaimed prjzes; (noting 30 that these, at least in sqme cases, include .
TGS o LR AP S0 Pt G EPP R L L P Dion prize
ppredetapp Baehtatierperiod, it is deemed that certain unclaimed prizes will
never be obtained by the relevant player layers, and these.are -34-
R RS BT R R e e e o the

Tn soime
categorisEar a5 “Aband gain, nofing

sprze pasiekr maybsaqlededaotingrezesignd refunds). In some
embodiments, some or all of the unclaimed prizes are subjected to an
investm€onjsrbutidore to derive investment income. At least a portion of

this 5 inyesinel (GO IINENUYRTHO & SSEMEN AAS PG Res allocete

relation to a subsequent gaming activity, typically 'a récurrence o

daraigiy ecplayefiekesvhiorataeuniribraiicer it rigidatyatitaltpleygh not
il i jat : . i .

B e ST Pz o

stpptdreaEichdes: In some embodiments a proportion of the abandoned

A e AR B SRR BT g o e

of entriezeral)afdteentry fee that is placed at risk, less any predefined deductions.
These predefined deductions include none or more of operator deductions (for
example where the gaming operator takes a proportion of the entry fees as
income), levies, taxes, duties, and so on. Essentidly, it isthe proportion of the
entry fee that is attributable to the prize pool.

o A supplementary contribution amount. For agiven entry, the supplementary
contribution amount is a proportion of the supplementary income attributable to
that entry. In some examples along the lines of FIG. 7 and FIG. 8A, the
supplementary contribution amount comprises the proportion of the prize
portion of investment return notionally or actually attributable to a given entry.
Thiswill be more fully understood in light of examples considered further
below.

The precise manner in which contribution is defined varies between
embodiments, and the scope of the present disclosure should not necessarily be limited



10

15

20

25

30

to a given player takes into account the "contribution” made by that player.
15 Notionally, each entry fee has a corresponding total contribution. This
total contribution includes: A primary contribution amount, which
comprises the proportion (which may be zero) of the entry fee that is
placed at risk, less any predefined ded@gtions. These predefined
deductions include none or more of operator deductions (for 20 example

viyesinytBeegidiv it i apriator He kagphepiamnaryieorafithe emtiy deasfas a given player
income), leyies, taxes, duties, and so on. Essentially, it is the proportion of

R S o S oo T Do By e e g
contribtmﬁmmq@@tsumr]gmgimw %Fﬁ%‘iﬂlhl@oﬁlﬂ?ﬁdﬁmemarfxéﬁg?ﬂrébaﬂ@ﬂerator
amount is a proportion of the supplementary income attributa 0 25

ot et AP el A S Rt o 55 ey rd gDt leest a
suppleneripoyiE il iibietippmendeigorp kR s dheapionartiontet terpfiee
portion of investment return notiqnallyéror actu_all¥_ attributable to a given

ehtry. ThiREWMSSRTE R St RSt RURYRETCELS AR eB R AL apstment
further BRIGWURSNGING jRIPISE TRRTSII AtiehanBtibicting indpfiasd recdved

varies between embodiments, and the scope _of the present disclosure

should ABEHRUBSRIE Rizee g exdl JREdiRETERRiQrPceHure derives a
supplengeatanmeeiiidpt HaOraANALIYT vl Sadiveimaiayrenitagomereferably definesa

embodiments includes components having values corresponding to: An
eniry 1o ECTRRERGh &S BARATRAGOAECPEHRHER ABOUR operator
designate Rdh @R BIABARTENES FIOTT6 SapiorRaEHRE gatyprotides a

least a 5 component of the supplementary contribution amount for that
,!J@gil

entry feSAAEPRRIAISENEI 3N Bt RO MIKBIEEHAGIHA EMFD REECHency
an invegpeHIsaRsyareoasriarbafBMAResRPmfeAmah i Agirovided

entry fee is received to the time primary prizes are allocated). The

investmEh PIEd o5 S OSSO FrHALIoN SRrKEHRISTRYNLRINGF HhrLDyien
investmaf ket apreleTiaief sebnes avitiBscotoRpiprhobRIMaNay & s

supplementary contribution amount. A net distribution marketing amount..

For exartBR SRR AR I AENQUGR R WP BlSraTEr %y Fase ves aticket
distributjpRyesketiBearsad) béwek At T BREM PETaRASIeNEae )i Bticket

conside(rg}ir(i)gs ft%re rpe? é\lfgrﬁitnr%z;rnljg%ngﬁt}\?gr r?%t?gnprl%vég%% cases aplayer isableto
increase his’her net distribution marketing amount by receiving further
marketing material — for example by viewing electronic advertisements.

o A net collection marketing amount. Thisis similar to the example considered
above, however is derived by collecting information from players, such as
personal information or opinion information. For example, in some cases a
player is ableto increase his/her net collection marketing amount by
participating in asurvey.

J Other net third party contribution amounts.

Thisis by no means an exclusive list, and alternative embodiments make use of
awider range of possible amounts.

Thereis discussion in the above examples of “gross” amounts and “net”
amounts. Theterms “gross” and “net” are used in adescriptive sense only. In
particular, the term “gross” refers to an amount derived by the gaming operator, and
the term “net” refers to an amount that is added to the supplementary contribution
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to a player. Of this gross distribution marketing amount, a net distribution
15 marketing amount preferably provides a component of the player's
supplementary contribution amount. In some cases, a player receives a
ticket (physical or electronic) as a receipt for placing an entry fee, and this
ticket carries the relevant marketing infggmation. In some cases a player
is able to increase his/her net distribution marketing amount by receiving

fartienf0l meuiketingeieried arf@uaxm@@ymmmm@um less any
advertisements. A net collection marketin ount. This is similar to the
R C AP B0 R BT L et ROt DR
fmwp@w@gmmnmtsnformatlon or opinion information. For
exampligln some es a éter IS abl to |n ease his/her net collectio

marketih) SRESR YT OB P IR Ry thou
comivibirgpa yatmswaltenfﬂn&@ zhndmnstmms pante phtisigerlintadkieting activities so as

TR SO o S o D AR e
3ébatmbutinds. ﬂhmﬁermsétgnmmérmﬁwel nseshitavdesityipttiersae may

ly. In tic the td
R SR R AR R R S e e
tlaacﬁupplllamentairwcemwleuao Mﬁaﬁm does. |huimhpeos7m&thatneitee that has

tig th di t ble t

R L T e SRl e
lcmn\xeaesthleegmastanden%amgmmmﬂ@m cmmliommrals}oamla%'rsial lows the

ﬁéex':]c; obég}ﬂyog;: SL?PLP g]ore ?ntrlceosnﬁ/t? ut Sq'%rowpl ar%eﬂphgrsmal entr v% Een%, or

ating i’ mar |ng AV S0%S efive'a
smmpwmemryrm ptatﬂﬂabremmplmplayemmeeem thinake, assentmﬂzymbl etobe

tr Q glis.in s 58 the en |n eSsens whoII
Ot?(\)/n % i mgg}t'sa o bgé( %(?g) % 'l?é"t’g y oref)té rtia y re Uk %{ﬁ'g ating in
hasdceummmum{ fﬁaﬂaowmedaﬁrenthes alliceetediimagiver) thayer is, asin

S R S ) U D Sy
otm}mtbmtdmmestmgfusmmarmhg contribution amount. This allows the

player to derive a supplementary contribution amount, and therefore
receive AHecation of Entries to Players

The number of entries alocated to a given player at step 103 varies between
embodiments. Asagenera notion, the risk profile selected by a player impacts on that
player’sinvolvement in the gaming activity. It will be appreciated that, by selecting a
risk profile, aplayer is essentially able to manage the risk taken, with risk inherently
increasing in relation to a given entry fee as a greater proportion of that entry feeis
placed at risk. Several categories of examples regarding how the selection of arisk
profile affects the player’s involvement in the gaming activity are considered below,
and fal into the following general categories:

o Risk and Chance. Under this category, the risk profile selected by agiven
player affects the relative probability of that player winning aprize in relation
to the gaming activity in exchange for the entry fee provided. In some cases,
this relative probability isincreased by allocating more entries, and the risk
profile selected by a given player affects the number of entries allocated to that
player in exchange for the entry fee provided.
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more entries. In a practical example, players are, in this way, essentially
able to be provided "free" entries in exchange for viewing advertisements
or participating in 15 market research activities. The number of entries
allocated to a given player is, as in various other examples presently
considered, preferably related to the sugplementary contribution amount
for that player. Allocation of Entries to Players The number of entries

adlocaterjtp angi'CRiPlayrieatHtRibgery atiies iR eI 28 &bl mgvien player
As a general notion, the risk profile selected by a player impacts on that
player's%ﬁ%‘i%@?ﬁ@H?ﬂWﬂé’bg'ﬁtﬁ}ﬁéeSéﬂ\ﬁﬁﬁhﬁ“Wﬁlf VU SHER RIRREHRR! 1! numiber
selectingf antiséspeciilecadalayer is essentially able to manage the risk

taken, with risk inherently increasing in relation to a(%i_ven entry fee as a

gteater BILAMHSTELY that Breh i crlegpatdiat AR B e SPedatyoR e sh
examplesaRearfiog bavoiacielesiented & Bsk2popradie ittt that player in

player's involvement in the gaming activity are considered below, and fal

into the FEAICRIRGeis SNEL{eSARY I8k and Chance. Under this
categongdhBi Fist dv AiHSr sateetedrhls 2 AAMRRy REMBIMBE G INRGRSMBe above

probability of that player winning a prize in relation to the gaming activity

in exch&AFE90EM & B HIHIEIRE /532 S ESSPEORLS fHSTER YA diven
probabiliw/eriBE@psa’ BYMQFPSINehIRPFeS AlERaARE fbrewiHikn Y BidGetermined

selected by a given player affects the number of entries allocated to that

player iMEREREAGEHHEHE AlAFaesandRRaon Mee RRRARISES:S! BRHER
this categianapiBayiskpprilerselecissye pivebRigyRE piberdsdhe
guantum of entry fee in exchange for which a predetermined number of
entries iSERECHERON IR @ARPRMIHNIIRIB IR QYo IR FRIEFHSRIe
seéaatagsby a given 5 player affects one or more characteristics of a prize
winnable by that player in exchange for the entry fee provided.
CombingtgreAdpieglees. This category combines two or more of the

e el e
acplikes etevesnealplOr alinbenm ties tigspofilies aieti andi ng comamale aspects of
RS0 & S R B R R SR SRR, S S iPhee
that is refundable on the basis of predetermined refund criteria and a complementary
proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. As noted above, in some
embodiments, the risk profilesinclude:

o A “no-risk” profile. Under this profile, the entry fee is 100% refundable in the
case of ano-win event. That is, aplayer selecting the “no-risk” profileis
essentially promised arefund of hisor her entry fee regardless of the outcome
of the gaming activity.

o A “full-risk” profile. Under this profile, 100% of the entry feeis placed at risk,

and the player is not promised any refund in the case of a no-win event.

o One or more hybrid-risk profiles where X% of the entry feeis refundable and
Y % of the entry feeis placed at risk, with constraints X + Y = 100 and
0< X <100.

In the context of “Risk and Chance”, the risk profile selected by a given player
affects the relative probability of that player winning a prize in relation to the gaming

activity in exchange for the entry fee provided. In some cases, this relative probability
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These categories are dealt with in more detail below, under respective
headings. Risk and Chance 15 As foreshadowed, some embodiments of
the present invention allow a player to select between a plurality of
unique risk profiles, and in doing so manage aspects of risk and chance.
In overview, each risk profile defines a ggoportion of the entry fee thatis
refundable on the basis of predetermined refund criteria and a

C@nmmdﬂayyal I@fmﬁfﬂﬁimméﬁ&i es)tandeﬁethak iproliieas edteisloyAsghaiedl ayer
ve, i som medI nts the risk pro clude: A "no-ris

st O GHRE S g8 0 T AL AP B g for he

%ﬁﬂy/v&w@mje&lat is, a player selecting the "no-risk” profile is

essenti romised a refu hls,or her ntry fee.regardles

oo YR e TR et Al iR Bie PR fen enry

1eHRg odahtifiedtey &0 mpigmdﬁtrm,v@ttdtﬂeemﬂiyﬂnbewﬂ prariesetithayime

RO SR R TR 0 ety A ) T e
atatiskceittindoichtiadsss étep‘drmmmlytmbbt@gmaﬂ)framlmmm i&fative
BB bR (0t Ry B R BIEA ALPbAb B g the
addistitye pmbabﬂtng@ﬁdm mesmmyfaemmwdqzml Zandspenelsasise thial nelatber of

proba 8{ 8 |s in eraés,xedb OCP'[I% moreI entrle gé'md F]h (g} ?]C{ijcrgll‘rlle ame
BVen pihye? Breets IBEr SruEed aridi 9

or o
bﬂhﬂiéﬁﬁ&f@&rplaymalrofaxeﬁahgecmramrcbdmh@pl ayevidsd TimelOnel ative
reI abll|lt ess # theeprﬁbablll n;?gn entr¥ Ssame oame
b%lng I I’Ytl?e\('yas a |nn|ng en y, rorative 15 the fotar ot entrisa e 9
alstaaandml lﬁermutmnbtlmwﬂmmdcttmm tlfhm prageohasel 30 10 rekative

e the t rms rchance" nce art| uIarI
s %‘ﬁ@{ orr':13 é%%%%p?r o%relatlve pro éSHuy ¥erm rllgcéreasng

|$hﬂasteﬂatmllaiaberlbiada1a|MShathmganiajlmamm thetl rm@nmmmmmaﬁml ative
o e R S 20 R s erein
pe if afirs t player is awdr
chaias@the aaqnexedi ctates otherwise, the phrase “chances of winning” rel ates to the
number of chances, and not necessarily to the relative probability of winning.

In overview, Risk and Chance embodiments assume a situation where a
player’s chances of winning a prize in relation to a particular gaming activity
correspond to the number of entries that player holdsin relation to that gaming
activity. By doubling the number of entries, the number of chances correspondingly
doubles. Increasing the chances awarded to a player can correspondingly increase the
probability of aplayer winning, however the relative probability of the player winning
will aso depend on the total number of chances/entries in the game, and may vary over
time as the total number of chances/entriesin the game correspondingly varies.

In the context of the present disclosure, it is assumed that a single entry equates
to asingle chance. Thisisfor the sake of simplicity only, and it will be appreciated
that in some embodiments some entries may be structured or defined so asto carry
with them a plurality of chances. For example, in some embodiments each entry may
equate to a “packet” of five chances.
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where there are a total of 100 chances awarded, that player has a 1 in

100 relative probability of winning on the basis of that chance. If a second
player in the same game is awarded 10 chances of these 100 total
chances, that player has a 1 in 10 relative probability of winning. If

another 100 chances are subsequently3@avarded, increasing 15 the total
number of chances in the game to 200, the first and second player's

relative | prejpaddiibsdimeatitnoigredoieagenotia nugibeaotichtined@ilocated to a

AR B0 SR B 5 UL O CRARAS aFo e
nasrespadilydoi theprefat (thardhabikkyprdiNmfonguhiciosdigiesy pRiseraod of the
Ch bodi t a situatj .20 pl 's char f
(NS BRZET! FLIRTn 0 (R TG J P UE Db heted
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B R ap G B e 6 LA Bor e SV gy e
Isaneapectieter piicied ettty e, plagrerithmniing, iskysroét dloefintstivereater proportion
bili the pl inning 25 will al d on,the total. ber of
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of chant¢es@né msbodineegamberumatsy @i dinigigsaloestda tiha giortepiager is
th t discl it | d that a singl t tes t .
SRR AR R R R T A R AR (o gyt prize pool.
alpprexaabpte, imegames emisodmizoits thentsrsoen efaantinies alagdedttyaaivedplayer is
o] e(%grfinegqso as (t]c|>ncat5r¥h3eo with aV}%Wn a glurality of chances. For example,

if SoMme Embodimets eacrg%nrﬁrry may “equate to a "packet" of five

chances. -39- In some embodiments Bf the-4rk/ent®n, the number of

entries allocated to a given player, on the basis of a given entry fee, is
greater Wiieti playee- A8 82 H1aMbes ot enkias atioectRskip @ipastieHkar iBl ek
PeRfiefgE vehigl o hes HORAEINS APl HRNATRENSPIARIE ALIRK) 1o th
T%Qat i_s,qu alﬁ%t rislg proﬁg, a given playse??s allocated a 5 pre _etermi?]e(?
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entries for the same predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk profile

el a Bredear HIopdHRKCIET RS vy ReEntRrlaceb iR samIe @sRwpiined
Wit thR3 RN iskRia e 3B AMBREIMERtS 1 MRREECT SRR

allocated to a given player is 10 related to a contribution made by or on
beRbEcbmenis B18Yer ko tHrelevant prize pool.

One approach for implementing Risk and Chance is to use “bonus entries”. As
agenera concept, a player who places a non-zero proportion of his or her entry fee at
risk receives more bonus entries than a player who adopts a no-risk profile (and in
doing so places none of his/her entry fee at risk), and therefore the former player is
rewarded with an increased number of entries, in the form of bonus entries. Several
examples of how bonus entries are assigned in various embodiments are considered
below. Inthese examples, the following parameters are used:

o toiayer, the entry fee provided by a particular player. For the purposes of some
embodiments, tyayer 1S assumed to be net of any levies, taxes, operator charges,
and so on. That is, in some embodiments tyayer 1S less than the actual amount of

money provided by the player.
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For example, in some embodiments the number of entries allocated to a
given player is determined according to the general formula: Eplayer
=kA+B wherein Eplayer is the number of entries allocated to a particular
player in 15 exchange for the entry fee provided by that player, A is a
parameter related to the contribution ngde by or on behalf of that player
to the prize pool, B is an adjustment factor, and k is a proportionality

factor se|pctechsutivibatdhepalinsatieiest givieies wsLRappRaRieMiREthnge
risk/chance favouritism protocol. In some cases, itis preferred that k > 1,
and in S9higmbodiments 1 < k < 100. However, in various 20

enbodi QE@I?tﬁé?ilﬁﬁd%fl@ﬁaﬁa% 2BRIeacH Ven ko alpaealiBedRipk a3 dxchange
Chance Is to use "bonus entries". As a general concept, a player who
places A% dmazero proportion of his or her entry fee at risk receives more

bonus eairies thafbRINBNBVEOARRIGi 3Had 8 hatRIlR{ PRy &R nEIAS$an entry

places none of his/her entry fee at risk), and therefore the former player is

25 rewdfdawith M FRE FRELEGHRISEACPIERTNER, i Y feRASBHBem L this total
entries. fppssRbr xRl BPMHESSRRAHIPS @i BSEINPR BoNasiatfies

embodiments are considered below. In these examﬁles, the following

parametBraars Sed:* fhiayer HEBMPPROBIBGRIES SIE A0 SAarFAgaies

For the giIipBSARSS@h&Pas o asisaaidisviplayer is assumed to be net of
any levies, taxes, operator charges, 30 and so on. That is, in some

embodimdhedgsisgeFel RABraRaiiaR faE@RPEIAdanPIY shaHpPoved by Nis
the playif i yilseRRAANRII CHRR OUMALSQIrAINBUS SEYTRS] | §/vea 636 full-risk and

particular player in exchange for tplayer. splayer, the number o
"standafFehife§0given o paridneay 3% et § hafRgdsfsFupriahke a5d 80% of
Eplayer;{Berigipldaigasaf £I1ERS QAN i Anayicatpalayer Hasedon

an entry fee t{glayer. Unless specifically stated otherwise, it may be

assumdd MRALHAR RS Rgree Bikntries is made up of the standard

eqitries anghing BoNg PREIRS rErRIAKSST SRS dnidPhay? CodftiBOMh strategies

embodiments there are no standard entries, only bonus entries, as

discussEIBaIeN O e aiedabls pertierAbithrRamSR Seerancpar iRfurgeble portion
player, Whgrechtrydee feshBifively. Thisisthe “net” strategy in the sense that it

excludes supplementary contribution that is attributable to operator charges,
investment costs, taxes, levies, and the like. It only relates to that portion of
supplementary contribution that is designated for addition to the prize pool.
For simplicity in the present examples, it is assumed that supplementary
contribution takes the form of investment return only. However it will be
appreciated that thisis for the sake of illustration only, and the present
embodiments are by no means intended to be limited to the situation where
supplementary contribution is comprised wholly or even partly of investment
return. In the present examples, it will be appreciated that |1(a.tyayer) provides
the net return on investment on the refundable portion of the entry fee, and
likewise I,((1-a).tpiayer) provides the net return on investment on the at-risk
portion of the entry fee. To provide asimple example, if the investment
strategy |1 provides a 1% net return on investment for funds invested over the
course of the “game period”, then 1, = 0.01. It will be appreciated, from the
context, that the “game period” is the period of time between the receipt of
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IS, in essence, indicative of a risk profile. Specifically, a = 0 for full-risk and

a =1 for no-risk. If a = 0.2, then 20% of the entry fee is refundable and

80% of the entry fee is placed at-risk. It will be recognised that (1 - a) is

the proportion that is placed at risk. 15 h and 12, the net rates of return

based on supplementary contribution sgategies in respect of the

refundable portion of the entry fee and non-refundable portion of the entry

fee respeetivedys Al teribeti optuitpdydsdieretnsis their wkitbides entry fees
supplementary congribution that is attributable tq operator charges,
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and the diSHTOULIOR OF priZes and Tefunds o%rmaéqw ich the entry fees” are
subjecteartoculae ptadeant dgesos@nd @ibradive ntgdomi 2t an dhe Bayees’ perspective
embodiments.one of 11 or |12 is zero, It will be appreciated that values. of

or 2. a ATl Bl Bt I S BB ot TR the
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circumstances, a pos urn on investment 1S'assumed. rmore,
asthougICin,theheresatnibetitroa pregetsmilResibasee simgyl st@isgias dre present
assumeg |, e eBadmen s Aonneat  DYesme T HRIRH SEAL8: of the
used. The present embodiments assume a positive
entry fee plus the portion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. It will be
appreciated that the following formula can be used to calculate Cpjayer:

Coue = l,(at )+ 1,((L-a)t,, . )+ (1-a)t

player player player player
In other embodiments a different definition of Cyjayer is used, for examplein
embodiments where the supplementary income includes or is defined by a
component other than a net investment return (such as an operator contribution
or third party contribution).

o tunit, @ UNit payment amount. This parameter is used in some embodiments
where an operator wishes to set aminimum spend level, and/or receive entry
feesin common multiples. For example, in one embodiment t,; = $10, and
entriesare sold in $10 lots. In some embodiments t,i; only appliesin certain
situations — for example t,ni: applies for entries sold at a physical retail venue,
and tyni; does not apply for entries sold at virtual retail venues (by telephone,

SMS, email, internet, or the like). In some cases, a minimum spend level is set
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10 return on investment, which can effectively be guaranteed by the

operator if desired, for example through fixed-interest bearing deposits

with secure financial institutions, or otherwise hedged against loss. This
feature is a particularly advantageous and attractive outcome from the
players' perspective by contrast with traditional pari-mutuel type gaming
systems, in which the 15 prize pool available for distribution to players
collectiviebyeisstyieitadlyt of.|esssimeadtibdabndite, tbkabasmuaiorectiyed fesriction

the players,collectively as bets. Cplayer, the contribution a player makes
pasect S RS CIGEe Y A LRSI L O B chel on tht
return ogntiny éstrbeintdeetedthanelpecihihtre spattyiéeel plus the portion of

the entry fee that is placed at risk. It will be 20 appreciated that the
f8llowin 1R ARREL P S KL LS Pt ey e ERIT < 615 Used in
(a.tplayeohjulef(dn ditptayeriFol exatniiean lonethebetipediments e buys five
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than a neki)veslineetasts dedehaashan drevaigf aontlbpitindesor. g price
party contribution). tunit, a unit payment amount. This parameter is used

in some%eMBOY %gﬁ'f@am%}%yan operator wishes to set a minimum spend
level, and/or receive entry fees in commong multiples. For example, in one
embodiment tunit = $10, and entriexase™ in $10 lots. In some
embodiments tunit only applies in certain 30 situations - for example tunit

applies fowdhbeesppesa ated ihiat Hiedlumber ok sigedast niires Goss veappiyplayer
for entri prtngl ' ﬁ%}%i ﬁmﬁ\iﬁ' .
internetﬁﬁ?%%@aﬁégﬁﬂgs%ﬁ?%@%g?%%yrﬁﬁn% spenI level Is setq'42-

independent of tunit. In some embodiggnts, there is substantially no
restriction on the quantum o?@ﬂwﬁry f%% tZaT @_Qléyeﬁis able to provide,
conditional on that entry fee being gr r than the minimum spend level.

e R B AR AL R

standarg eyériendshéumnitibe 1O e es avvertiec tolzagiivee ptayehiss mplit the total

o e ALY P
attributable to an “impartial entry” being returned as change. In some cases

Sprice IS Set at $0.01 (or an alternative lowest possible unit of legal tender) to

substantially eliminate residual amounts.

J k, a proportionality constant. This proportionality constant is used in the sense
that if A isproportional to B, then A = k.B. The proportionality constant is
varied to affect game characteristics, such as whether risk-averse or non-risk
averse (or neither of these) players are favoured. That is, kis aproportionality
constant selected such that the allocation of bonus entries follows a
predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol.

It should be noted that the term “bonus” is intended to be descriptive only, and
the use of thisterm should not be regarded as limiting in any way. That is, in other
embodiments, approaches are implemented whereby a category of entries
corresponding conceptually to “bonus” entries may be implemented, although those
entries may not necessarily be explicitly referred to as “bonus entries”. The terms

“bonus entry”, “bonus entries” and the like are intended to be broadly construed as
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tunit S price - e 10 It will be appreciated that the number of standard
entries splayer given to a player in exchange for a unit payment is given
by the following formula: tplayer e Splayer =t =1t"player nrz ..ite In
some embodiments, there is no limitation on an entry fee provided by a
player, and the number of entries awardgd to a given player is simply the
total 15 sum provided by that player divided by sprice, with any residual

agnooipatti iy taktheptey €l oaliamdavriral oyudeindesaynet] asslyestber physical or
so.me?gase% sprice is set at. $Q.01 (ar,an 5%%ernative lowest possible unit of
i &

YRR RS iFRIOSHE T SR DA PLRERFAT jprgaramming
PeairoiinTeditep ostaninaios ieppol ten ity posgiaval dat st inftheoseese the

oo B RRETG R e 2 e & i A R el agpaming
nantivisy relatige ttorthositbeond therejautye renatinfs \wwdgorhaios ektisrds, or

ti it t select h that the all ti fb tri
0 e e e OB U G o R P Py e
noiedde méhppermrﬂt;ofmsa' mnmmm@dtmmmﬂ r_ima'ate iordyargen pt!me pool
R B S R A B e
antriegcorresponding conceptually to "bonus” entries may be
impl , although th tri t ily b licitl
BRI S BB AR ey, “bonus entries
and the lirksoare entieou eebihis b donoadipr af rixinue érds ed dw anledigyaspomg onal to

both physical and virtual bonus eptries, as well as any other physical or
A S LA SRS S A oA ARl

programming bybroutir(e o1 ahy lctinthinafion- the(eobiigt has @-a)t,, ., )
equivalent effect of increasing the chances, in some defined way, of a

particuldn suehemnanaie it ehedotintwabgaatinat mes dhstreranardeddo aplayer is

e B,/ AnE R MEEStherantranis, or cajgagries AEeNaRISy s are offered aset
number of standard entries for a unit entry amount, such as 5 entries for $1, 1 entry for
$5, or entries at $1 each. The player receives this many standard entries, plus bonus
entries proportional to contribution. In such cases, it is preferred that k> 1, and in
some embodiments 1 < k< 100. However, in various embodiments 0.01 < k < 100.

Asanumerical example, consider an instance where e/t;;= 0.1 (such as one
entry for $10), 1, =1,=0.02, and k= 1. Three players each provide a $100 entry fee at
a=0,a=0.5,and a= 1respectively. Thefirst player (a= 0) receives 12 entries (10
standard, 2 bonus), the second player (a= 0.5) receives 62 entries (10 standard, 52
bonus), and the third player (a= 1) receives 112 entries (10 standard, 102 bonus).

In some embodiments Syiayer = O (i.€. €/tynit =0), meaning that only bonus entries
are awarded (it is appreciated that in such embodiments the term “bonus” is somewhat
redundant, as Epjayer = Dplayer). TO provide afurther numerical example, consider an
instance where e/t,nit= 0, I, =1, =0.02, and k = 1. Three players provide $100 entry
feesata=0,a=0.5 and a= 1 respectively. Thefirst player (a= 0) receives 2 entries,
the second player (a= 0.5) receives 52 entries, and the third player (a= 1) receives 102
entries. It will be recognised that, with k = 1, byiayer = Cpiayer-
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relative to the same player under different circumstances. A bonus entry
may also provide the opportunity for a particular entrant to participate in a
larger prize pool relative to one or more other entrants, on the basis of the
same or different chances of winning. 10 Example 1: Bonus entries
proportional to contribution In some emdppdiments, the number of bonus
entries awarded is proportional to the player's contribution. That is, the
fellewviple formutwh epnkeproptiayenar to Goptayetipr K.(11 (a.tplayer) + 12,

((1- a).tpl + (1. - a).tpl I h embodi ts, the total ber.of
e A R T e e
spiapkayertpbayei bini sonTEheaiRs shdtoayiexs farenafécagsliasset number of
tandard entries for it ent nt, h ntries fQr $1, 1 entr
for 5. or entboat o koo e DFrsedeelin@any Sthaat sne )
tries, . . > " _
orotorreh st o R BRI RO K e A SILEARER  feyer i
vagiin gigemodiheiasrleEs de<190,.260 Bsya . nlihesefareexample,

consider an instance where e/tunit = 0.1 (guch > Qne entry for $10), h
=12 = 0.02, and k = 1. Three playé@fs'each préfide 28100 entry fee at a =

0, a = 08¢ anfAeri dal BXARFINE NS DE 5 ndanes (herlyeseives 12=1, = 0.02,

entries (10 standard, 2 bonus), the second player (a = 0.5) receives 62

&< (10 sTanerirtrysys s \AAR ShaGHyenbIujeesal 2 T eteil&s anba= 1
Srakgeetaytandackt Jép@aogg@b)?r%da \RADE SRS RPEYS HoRUS), the

(i.e. e/tunit’=0), meaning that only bonus entries are awarded SLt IS

apREE Alavah@ TR BD it nte 2h L FANdREeh R2QHapmsk wh@ he third
erhyedant anERIRENDINANE: (10 REAViSR, adugeRmymerical example,

consider an instance where e/tunit = 0, h =12 = 0.02, and k = 1. Three
players Brolideespocrartey hatdl & Grap)S0ovs, HiftPROvE FREEpERNIRNS 2
TRYASERERYRT G 5, Q) reheps2RIfHAE thes $eeaRFLRIaMS) Mardedby

receives 52 entries, and the third player (a = 1) receives 102 entries. It

VARBENERE SRISEPthaR ittPkeve! hRIRNEY encdijRantsapitlesemiliedl: change
TQIBhANBIREORAISTHAGH BB IEIA 06 RSl ENRTERelBRBEMMent

number of entries awarded is proportional to the player's contribution.
Thiateid S50 RS § Yorm ! Sip FRESCEARAPBXIMKICANREr OF entries awarded
kefddda dalayan-riskHiél ieadri@IBySL it éol ARy e, 2, WHiEKdiefines a number of
embodiments, the total number of entries that are awarded to a playeris .
those entries that are foregone if the player decides to adopt a more consérvative risk
profile. That is, Epiayer = Myiayer - foiayer. 1t Will be appreciated that the underlying
concept is the same, athough the perception shifts from rewarding players who take
greater risks to penalising players who take smaller risks.
Example 3: Bonus entries proportional to entry fee placed at risk
In some embodiments, the number of bonus entries that are awarded to a player
is proportional to the portion of the entry fee that the player putsat risk. That is, the
following formula applies:

b,.. =k(l-a)t

player player)

Thisis generaly similar to Example 1, however contribution derived from
return on investment does not result in bonus entries. As aresult, players that adopt a
“no-risk” risk profile receive no bonus entries.

Again, the total number of entries that are awarded to a player is given by the

formula Epiayer = Splayer + Dpiayer, and the player receives this many standard entries, plus
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again given by the formula Eplayer = splayer + bplayer. Therefore: bplayer
= k.(Cplayer) - S player As a numerical example, consider an instance
where e/tunit = 0.1, 11 = 12=0.02, and k = 10. Three players each provide
$100 in entry feesata=0,a=0.5,and a=1 10 respectively. The first
player (a = 0) receives 20 entries (10 stgmdard, 10 bonus), the second
player (a = 0.5) receives 530 entries (10 standard, 520 bonus), and the
thisduptae esproportiecel e BB Edre s AQisttacdasth tR2Rehpneg). ittis

e U e
a&@@g&@a@ﬁ_appropriate selection of k. However, in o_ther embodim(_ants

For exa DA U SRR S LA GorAE a6y bR e Ay
deftheat thecasseriyuavimgaenrafestivesetin@ofl étobBseThenradstineakreturn is

profile, and bplayer s replaced by fplayer, which defines a number of
R L I i AL B e RS © mtopt o more
conservas\aenusted 0op sxiaplEn abis depayirstamop \apiere-ditlaye 0.1, Wil be= 0.02,

a ciated_that the underlyi cept is the same, althQugh the

AR B SR R T R T g e g = 2
pegpdiding playees ingy pltaice EmeallercdekesHRamiples3 1B standaeditOd®nus), the
proportional to, entry fee placed. at risk | e embadiments, the number,
PO LS T R 0 P PR A S B ARG plyer
p@rtidl) cécxkigesrjllgb ety itbe1iD st @idl g, |Cl0t)stmn[j_s)<_. That is, the _fqllowing

formula anplies; Blgyer 5 aldplawerd This i deneraligimilar to

Xample 1, however contribution derived from Teturri on investment does

not resulin isobneremsbedt et £\ banussnll edaye esvdratd dapt ian tBe émentitiet funds

risk profile recejve-no bonus, entries. Again, the total n er of entri
e B AR T R Y o Tl BT P ves o
bipdaye erdanesthie pliaglesing Hiesxdnpraang lstgmday densides nglte-486al cost” of a

boni ies proportional to contribution. In a similar vein to Example 1, it
SR

IS preterre 9/1, and in some embodiments 1 < k:5 100. In further
embodihmepenOedd, & o< S0 BtaAdaedieatmyaigadiati s a i pbstisfthat/erarid s

%Fa?&'%‘é’aP:%iﬁ&&‘ﬂB%ﬁM%%&%% refundable single standard entry by handing
over tyni/ein funds. However, the operator does not keep these funds. Rather, the
operator invests these funds to derive a net investment return of 14(t,ni/€) (noting that,
for thisentry, a=1 and tpayer = tunit /€). Therefore, the player isreally paying l1(tuni/€)
for that no-risk standard entry, and the real cost, Rs, which in a sense corresponds to an

“opportunity cost” from the player’s perspective, is given by:

t
:l unit
R, =1,

For example, assume that a standard entry has a price of $2 (that is, tun: /e = 2),
and further assumethat 1, =0.01. The sale of one standard entry at a = 1 resultsin a
return on investment return of $0.02. Therefore, the real cost of a standard entry is
$0.02.

In the present example Rs is used to determine the total number of entries

(standard and bonus) that should be awarded to a player that provides an entry fee of
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5 without necessarily having accurate knowledge of li or 12. The

investment return is nevertheless returned to the prize pool for

distribution. As a numerical example, consider an instance where e/tunit =
0.1,11=12=0.02, and k = 1. Three players provide $100 entry fees at a
=0,a=0.5,and a =1 respectively. Thgsfirst player (a = 0) receives 10
entries (10 standard, O bonus), the 10 second player (a = 0.5) receives 60
entyie st APateadard sk Protine|shexatl dhal diiethg g bl artribs igerivesodtliBe
entries. ﬁlo stan a%ll, 100 baon sﬁé%xam le 4.:§Eonu entries onllgl] awarded
NG A R e e e E R e i T
awarded only in the event that funds are plaged at risk. That is, a player

who adopts a no-risk profile (a = 1) re@a&yee§rro%§ bonus entries. In
disclosing this example, we begin by considering the "real cost" of a

no-risk sxaapﬁﬁﬂrﬂgﬁ%r B g&ggu@&a@;@gg@;staﬂdard entry is advertised

at a cost of tunit/e, and a player is permitted to purchase a 100%

refundable single standard entry han:dfﬁggy&)v_e tunit/e in funds.

However, the operator does not ke8fftheseRiunds "Rather, the 20 operator
invests these funds to derive a net investment return of I1(unit/e) (noting _
that, fon”tH(H'e?ﬂ@QpéeE' @%@%Fﬁ?éﬂﬂ'fUHW@?“T’IWHRE}é,NI%%I%' {0 makeis
rﬂ#lé(é)&ﬂ 9 (‘r%th'FEH% 69@?5}? w@%&w@rﬂhmgy, and the real cost,

Rs, which in a sense corresponds to an “opportunity cost" from the

player's perspective, is given by: R = 1@.e =25t fros example, assume that a
standard entry has a price of $2 (that is, tupit/e = 2), and further assume

that i = DO Hfo B 60 B P HRP S & FELUROI R ol umber
oo inviesimeketsevardef Hekecihesfide, thetresirsasice) sssiiaedad entry

is $0.02. In the present example Rs is used to determine the total number

of entries 30 (standard and bonus)gha;éhbald bg awarded to a player that
provides an entry fee of -46- tpliayef at a pByticulaf ¥k profile, the

rationale being that all entries should cost the same, in terms of relative
contrib SPGB F ORI ard entry. That is: CPI,,, Eplayer

_ Ilt player e t _ O
a=1l — t player T
unit tunit

€

Il

This confirms that a player who places no funds at risk receives no bonus
entries.

The above formulafor byayer provides an “equity position”, thisbeing a
position where (at least in theory) risk-averse players and non-risk-averse players are
treated equitably. To provide anumerical example, in the case that a standard entry
hasaprice of $1 (that is, €/tunit = 1), and |1 =1,=0.02, the at-risk contribution for a tyiayer
of $1at a=1is1.02. Giventhat entry, R;= 0.02, an entry fee of $1 at a = 1 derives 50
bonus entries, and atotal of 51 entries.

In some embodiments, k is used to shift away from this equity position, and
thereby to affect whether risk-averse or non-risk-averse players are favoured. The
genera form of thisformulais therefore:

by = k22

player player
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And, from Eplayer = Splayer + bplayer,we get: 5b o LL=_S Player R
Player It will be appreciated that the minimum contribution a player is able

to make is where a = 1, (referred to by Ca=l, in this instance) that is:

Ca=1 = Iltplayer Therefore, in the event that a player adopts a risk profile

of a = 1, the number 10 of bonus ticketg7awarded (referred to by ba=1, in
this instance) is given by: b _ IIRpdayer _ S a=1 R player Expanding, this
becomesy pitplay @ .01 bakkd F00, iplaneasref & ablyt Oro1Re& £hie opofirmk thadzand

player who places nq funds at risk receives np bonus 15 entries. The
e M D e e R L S
positionAvtieigyfatheastve therg oistoayessenaiayearatimgoRaby-tistsidesisen of a
players are, treated equjtably. To provide a numerical example, in the
A T B S EA LK T ROTEA L ST ¥ e g
=00} 62 b dyatorskdeniniyiastiondeing tlayearPahadubt oft @, r/@ invedR Sixer.
t%en%R 5 0.02, an entry fee of $1 at a = 1 derives 50 bonus entries,

and s t "6‘? &1 entries. In some embodiments, k is used to shift away

from thisrespuity grisddbmentsththetelbyuolsdief tenniethaw aiskediisgisgportional to the

non-risk-averse players, are favqured, The general.form of this formula is | .
AR DTSR o i P ot g o P Rl o B gt
nian@ pt-efekdbhd® (e wekumidh omadt raekit<om Gf-aiskl Ribsaes freterablyfunds
0@:5%’%& Ins me.em Od{.ﬂé n}fok ﬁnlfor thFaEeabouts. Although the
atbg\me |sc?1’s N T8e0EEYonts cuyg\tlrgg % %y consideration of a
Crisk = 2((1_ a)t player ) + (1_ a)t player
As such, the following formula applies:

Eplayer = k'Crisk = k(l 2((1_ a) t player) + (1_ a) t player)

Again, the total number of entries that are awarded to a player is given by the
formula Epayer = Splayer + Bplayer, SO:

Bplayer = k'Crisk - Splayer = k(l 2((1_ a)'t player) + (1_ a) A player) - Splayer

As noted above, the number of standard entries awarded is given by

e
Splayer =—1 player

unit

Therefore:
Bplayer = k'Cri§< - Splayer
Expanding this, we get:
e
Bplayer = k(l 2((1_ a)'tplayer) + (1_ a) t player) -—t player

unit
Or, with some simplification,

e

B (k@-a)(1, +)-—)

player = tplayer
unit

In other embodiments the number of bonus entries awarded is proportional to
the at-risk contribution as follows:

B,.. =kCqy

player
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single standard entry sold at no-risk, it is also possible to achieve the

same general 5 objective by considering, as a starting point, an amount of
tunit/e invested at a = 0. Other Examples In some embodiments the total
number of entries awarded is proportional to the "at-risk contribution”.

The "at-risk contribution” describes the g®ntribution resulting from at-risk
funds (the return on investment on at-risk funds plus the at-risk funds 10
themselMeg)| decyiprgbiaredhthenoHowi examnplescsctichiakd dst(df a relationship
g).t Iaye%r{e??l(l - al}gt:tplayer As such, the following formula applies: E player
Sk ergkE (E)f | - a).tplayer) + (I - a).tplayer ) Again, the total number

of entries that are awarded to a playes i;s,yegiymbyﬂhe 15 formula Eplayer

= sprayer + bplayer, so: B player = k.Crisk - S player = k (12 ((I -
a).tplayavherdlo-ia ptisl ayer peigl aslared danibeecoatydwe| ah éhaynhalger mbkes to the

: e ~ ¢ i :
TS BT AT NRRS o S RN d HRRdG Joaer and R anc
Epiayerad (ER{ER apaisialagh @s 2 tplayeppoanaisiasayi oS with Sother

S = +1):t.

SRS TRV S (L bR P A G o e
atetglooshipsdaasen e tiulaaserBidialyar = k.Crisk -48- It will be appreciated

that the above examples each make use of a relationship in the general
form: Risk and Cost

As foreshadowed, in some embodiments players are allowed to manage aspects
of risk and cost. In such cases, the risk profile selected by a given player affects the
guantum of entry fee in exchange for which a predetermined number of entriesis
allocated. In some such cases, for afirst risk profile, agiven player isallocated a
predetermined number of entriesin exchange for a predetermined entry fee, and, for a
second risk profile, agiven player is allocated the same predetermined number of
entries for less than the predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk profile defines a
greater proportion of the entry fee that is refundable compared with the second risk
profile.

In a simple example, an operator offers for sale “no-risk entries” (that is, entries
for which 100% of the entry fee is refundable) and “full-risk entries” (that is, entries
for which 100% of the entry fee is placed at risk). Entries of each type are offered for
sale at respective prices. The prices define the quantum of entry fee that is provided in
exchange for a predetermined number of entries, which in some casesis asingle entry.
In this simple example, we assume that the predetermined number is one, such that the
prices define the quantum of entry fee that is provided in exchange for asingle entry.
A single full-risk entry is offered for sale at alower price than asingle no-risk entry.
The general underlying rationale is that players who purchase full-risk entries make a
greater contribution to a prize pool as compared with players who purchase no-risk
entries. Indeed, in some embodiments the only contribution made to the prize pool
resulting from a no-risk entry is either zero, or comes from a portion of return on
investment derived from investing some or all of the entry fee provided in exchange

for that no-risk entry (or other supplementary income).



10

15

20

25

30

bpiayer = ka + where ais a is a parameter related to the contribution the
player makes to the 5 prize pool (such as a parameter based on one or
more of Cplayer, Crisk, Tplayer, and RS) and is an adjustment factor
(such as zero or a parameter relying on Splayer). Other embodiments
falling within the scope of the present imgention make use of alternate
relationships based on this general form. Risk and Cost 10 As

foreshado)wmle; hmr@reﬁd @ﬁﬁwﬂhﬁm Samgefaﬁﬁbalblrvmdl;tayp&f@g@sed

S of risk and ¢ tIn h cases rs erese ect
R e e SR et s D St g hybria
priek prefinese dGunerlty epeakiings as tiadlpagiedi dn sorersditiieaanasfdoiireases,

RS BRI 1 P e L R EhCE ML A GO 9 e

ri&lﬂmaﬂlﬁ entgisers plyetad. allocated the same predetermined number of
entries f_gﬁless than th redetermlned e fee here g@&q e first risk
d

profile defiR8E3Y: B'Pc?p%r ﬁcﬂ%’&'rr i?;}'?é” LRt varying
cosrpaotidesdlffidye Isetomed askopinideats) rmrelmpremmrd eoas dgperedotribution
offers for sale "n rrske tries ntries 2 00% o
T AL e S e L AL 7 e Bl i fiafeo a
110026 wdahleyeantuyl fe skiemitsc addatorapi) y%rﬁuﬁralfmaumtﬂm diexfiesadake the
for sale e ectl ces. Th ices define the .quantu f entr
GG SR B D R CHE NS AT
nerswrmrmeﬁermacmrsgleatratqmtIrrrtd:e&fs%ple/ésmmprléowememeakmhple that
the predetermin is one, such thatd efine the
P e S R 0l SIS AR oo inrespec
suﬁgiSIOIfuilskr goantrig. oﬂeeedrftrrmaiermfarhGIAMrgrleertderefoae§mgld mdetisknining

entr A %r%%{beral %%ﬂg”g' %ron &Ehat lt@é?f% who§ %%h&ﬁe t e
fL?IPrrsI(g ntries ma ea grea er contr utron 0 a prize po S COmp
vmdmtpllawame wi‘.&iburDNMe/ermrrcsinsemr@eomdeedtrm §'draecmlnlthm|dmnenasle by a

W SEHRMBe s e pasl RSSO oMo

r'zero, or comes from a urn on mnve
dEknr@bf&pMenmeestn@wraarorﬂadeﬂﬂbeMrMmprﬂsww ihicxaiaanmge the

O3l 010 9, BHIEL SHAD RIS SR S8 M frred For sl

comp ex em odiments, & larger n entry types are use
ata unlt price of $110.

In another embodiment, the contribution made by afull-risk entry is defined to
be exclusive of investment return. For example, the contribution of a $10 full-risk
entry istherefore $10. Assuming a 10% return on investment is added to the prize
pool in respect a no-risk entry, such entries are therefore offered for sale at a unit price
of $100.

In some embodiments the pricing structure is varied to apply a predetermined
risk/cost favouritism protocol. For example, the divergence in unit costs between no-
risk entries and full risk entriesis either reduced (advantaging risk-averse players) or
increased (disadvantaging risk-averse players) compared to the examples provided
above.

There are anumber of approaches implemented across various embodiments
for determining an appropriate pricing structure for entries at varying risk profiles.

Several examples are considered below, and the following parameters are used:
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including one or more "hybrid risk entries” (that is, entries corresponding

to hybrid risk profiles). Generally speaking, as the proportion of

refundable entry fee increases, so does the quantum of entry fee in
exchange for which a common predetermined 5 number of entries is
allocated. The manner in which a pricingpstructure is implemented for

entries at varying risk profiles differs between embodiments. One

approac) {hdeleprel deruAcRBEY BRTof 2l anvripkger dvHes tevigs; 1. This
operator charges, and gther deductions) made to a_prize poolhya .
full-risk Enthf \DBIAFN & BhadisihPLILR el iEA 8 ﬁ]gﬁéftﬂé' 74X and
sa;]me i@lrlli@r(ﬁicﬂbiﬂélhelpﬁire mg,oﬂp&movmm@ eﬁﬁ?ﬁ@iﬁs@éﬁgh@é@@ and 80% of
where full-risk entries are offered for sale at a unit price of $10. Assume,

for the LIRS BT IEH RBP4 i, AR FH SR b re @bt fo
10%) issopeditn thet psigrdeendtifigespect of a $10 full-risk entry. The
contribution of that entry is therefore $11. In determining a pricing

structurE=z-dBRENINTGE BHRAAURE R QYIS LR PRIA R RIISYGRBIEH A iteen &f

contribugi@nds &blri $R Hhefi NediefiseaBiger-2ovhiste enty <Thereprikirbgienthe
made by a no-risk entry is the portion of investment return that is added

to the pRPEYSEIT O AGFERSHENTHASH DHERSE AT RO SRS 5P deddinGe-1 the

that, fordhis exaropiet@enépregteent nadtiini®erQ5ror afl thekesiniders provided by
no-risk entries are therefare F?ﬁered for sale at a unit price of $110. 20 In
another @b ENERLTEB AeFLRiSHTIR RERIE D HORS riSULRYere

to be erolssiverefanygspanblEehe B FEK REoRRABE FQREibrEenovide a simple

$10 full-risk entry is therefore $10. Assuming a 10% return on inyestment

o adde BRI LT TEPER I ReaiRA ik BRI
thereforaupifeiethter sale-ag B unispmisenticBilifent2%He seteecembatiieng is
the pricing structure is varied to apply a predetermined risk/cost

favouritisnt protocol. For example, the divergence in unit costs between

no- risk (e akiRS, anslretk ask eniteem saitaeIT et et dadrA RNt on strategies
risk-averse players) or increased (disadvantaging risk-averse players) _
comparByfRAe kLR FREBRANARAIY AR U SBNHRS 8Rd QARuASIbBFgsle portion
approa@fﬁﬁéfaﬁt_@lf@ﬂ@)@ﬁff@éyvmgﬂmbﬁéiﬂwfégﬁwﬁ@?ﬁiﬁiﬂ?ﬁm
appropriate pricing structure for entries at varying risk profiles. Severa
excampl X LB R ARG L R0 Y B RIE S e fomroes

-50-  investment costs, taxes, levies, and the like. It only relatesto that portion of

supplementary contribution that is designated for addition to the prize pool.

For ssimplicity in the present examples, it is assumed that supplementary
contribution takes the form of investment return only. However it will be
appreciated that thisis for the sake of illustration only, and the present
embodiments are by no means intended to be limited to the situation where
supplementary contribution is comprised wholly or even partly of investment
return. Inthe present examples, it will be appreciated that 11(a.Fa=n) provides
the net return on investment on the refundabl e portion of the entry fee for a
single entry at a=n, and likewise |, ((1-a).Fa=n) provides the net return on
investment on the at-risk portion of the entry feefor asingleentry ata=n. To
provide a simple example, if the investment strategy 1, provides a 1% net return
on investment for funds invested over the course of the “game period”, then
[1=0.01. It will be appreciated, from the context, that the “game period” isthe
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a, the desired refund proportion for a particular player, where 0 5 a:5 1.

This is, in essence, indicative of a risk profile. Specifically, a = 0 for

full-risk and a = 1 for no-risk. If a = 0.2, then 20% of the entry fee is
refundable and 80% of the entry fee is placed at-risk. It will be recognised
that (1 - a) is the 5 proportion that is pleged at risk. Fan, the entry fee a
player provides to obtain a predetermined number of entries at a risk

profile dedinsiiopyi mebetwdeer the redeidt of fentrexassieled the dratityutsnfor grizes

predetermi er of na-risk entries, is provided at, the entry fee

o the AR D A7 7 S G SHORLR (R WEsTe 167 some
Ff;l]—o aggh(;tbetmmgtee fgratme;mam@ed t&medmb%rwtommszs < It will be
where 0 ee is plac risk is p ovide

o IR e R
the pre an att | SOOMEL freegdantneperator,
predetermmerﬂ%%i IS pe 15 liiand 12, th Eft ratestof return ba e%

on suppiEm %ﬁ b&aRd 3&%3?89%8 B r%ﬁf%%%‘?e nthe
portion pfé@]@ﬁlt@ﬂff@@nﬂdsmpewﬁwedmlﬁ mmrtrmmstrl:ﬁeheleat;?am

respec This is ate the sense that it _exclu .
Pl SRR AL TR & BT AR DR 6 eient st
investmanatasaghsedaiest Heveashadiohéhts lilo- Iitaaiynedaethexertbstkﬂégeﬁma used.
of 20 suRpI enta contrtbut n th tlsd erﬁ for add| ion

prize pdol”ForSimpliciy) mnt\fte pr%ns et examples) | |§a%r§n tq eoperator if
supplendestad; fopakdngie thtakgh thecﬂamemmmstngejq)msttﬂ'wmhlgecure

However it wil albe SEigLRreua(t)ed at th|S| 0 edthe saéegc;fd |I Pg F’g{a{ g&l %/a

and the present STBOdIMEnts tarevtl)y no Gihizn
the sﬂuaﬂtﬂtuthéyeaﬂﬁaatmgmaanmmmmum«mne frompihs pthydnsiliyeospective

even partly f|n stm t feturn. In.the e it will.
apprec%)e pha 1| a Ep))rovp g(resmt'ﬁ §§ t‘%rn (')ﬁ%( e’t‘meﬁ%hr'ﬁh fhe
refundapieze poidbanai Itatéee‘mwmetfmlm mrmwgangl ectvely,i anthékantisof

12.((1-a), Q)aprgY ﬁg?opgta{%%try a O&S? HEF{’E}%%H%Q E&Wgctlvelg as bets,

portion o e entry or asinglee e a sim
exampl@au‘nthbemaﬂtmﬁmmatmlue)mmldmﬂm%frmhmmmecni the
mvestmentf r funds mveFJted yer. the cour e of tp erlo F therbll
=0.01. i Bre appreC|a &4 SRR BontE a{nqﬁ ?the ga e perloff'”ls

the consists, in the present examples, of the return on investment derived in respect

of the entry fee plus the portion of the entry fee that is placed at risk. It will be
appreciated that the following formula can be used to calculate Cyzp:
C.,=l,(nF_)+1,(@-n).F_)+@-n).F_,
Thissimplifiesto provide:
Con = Fan (1:(N) + 1,(1-n) + (1 1))

J k, a proportionality constant. This proportionality constant is used in the sense
that if A isproportional to B, then A = k.B. The proportionality constant is
varied to affect game characteristics, such as whether risk-averse or non-risk
averse (or neither of these) players are favoured. That is, k is a proportionality
constant selected such that the pricing structure applies a predetermined
risk/chance favouritism protocol.

In some embodiments, the pricing structure is based on equality of

contribution. Specifically, alimitation isimposed such that the contribution for each
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-51- period of time between the receipt of entry fees and the distribution of
prizes and refunds during which the entry fees are subjected to

investment. In some embodiments 11=12, and in some embodiments one

of 11 or 12 is zero. It will be appreciated that values of I1 or 12 depend on

the selection of appropriate 5 investmegpand risk-management strategies

on the part of a game operator, issues that fall generally beyond the

seupe istileeapnesanjtiseio of the MskiprgirRsRIBpEE UTNRBIRCRsat A GSitivemains
return on.investment is assumed. Furthermore, although in the present

B AL RPRRT ﬂtflrbstment strategies are assumed, in other
embodimiestisomickn éal -nsestmies] stratedies sreelateedinkd Aupbsitisie of fered
return on investment can effectively be guaranteed by the pperator if

TGS TP o AP UL B R BRL R Bulpsle o
fitnenridetestituigonsmbertbiefull sekesigést dgigivet nsthelfolsdieaty fersal a
particularly advantageous and attractjve outcome from the players'
perspective by contrast with padﬁibww'%pérfmfu@ﬁbebﬁning systems,

in which\jh6; r%&l%% Jc())a_ota;/rgi\llgg%{%plistribution to players collectively is
inherently of lesser value fhan the total amount received from the players
collectively as bets. Can, the contributienFiotle piize pool resulting from

the sale of the predetermined number of entries in exchange for an entry
foo of PR B RRELT ROBECR: PERHIA SO (R e
investment derived igrespact ngz qffthe entry 11‘@9 plpzq];hmppr@amyj the

entry fee that is placeazglt risk. It will be appreciated that the following
formulaiReariasgisedhis yidhigate Can: Ca=rz

=ll(n.F=rz)+12((1-n).F=rz)+(I-n).F=rz This gm |ifi$ito provide: Ca=a =T
=a(I1(n)+12(1-n)+(1-n)) 25 k,@pr@m&maﬁéigeéﬁséﬂ%s
proportionality constant is used in ths sk hablrals ﬁ%portional to B,
then A kB T § I I cqnsianb iea : S MSer
charact_errl?sﬁrcos\{%(%]&@ \ll%ﬁgﬁqgl ﬁéik-avelbs%’ g%on-r%ﬁg{aﬁ\%rse (or r?ea}ther

opreriste i REFbRyAReTal bulfdiskTenitis ek RsoRRsHRIy MorBhahts, Fao = 1
SPEIRASNC B BRI HRSHHAF TS 2RRIIBE. 3 RIRACLRAIBR4 R ol owing

risk/chance favouritism protocol. In Some embodiments, the pricing
stelitarshpERREEson equality of
E - (1.00)
=" (0.01(n)+0.011-n)+ (1-n))

Under this pricing structure, the same predetermined number of no- risk entries
is offered for sale at:

_ (L03)
*=(0.00)

That is, no-risk entries are offered for sale at $101 each.

By asimilar approach, it is possible to offer a predetermined number of entries

=101

for sale at a given entry fee and, based on the quantum of that entry fee, determine the
risk profile that should be applied. For example, assume a predetermined number of
entries are offered for sale in exchange for a $10 entry fee:

. (1.01)
(0.01(n) + 0.01(1— ) + (1- n))

Thisyieldsa = n=0.9 (approximately). Therefore, approximately $1 of the
$10 entry isrefundable, and $9 is placed at risk.
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contribution. Specifically, a limitation is imposed such that the contribution

for each -52- entry is the same, regardless of the risk-profile adopted. That

is That is, Can remains constant irrespective of n. First, consider full-risk
entries, of which a predetermined number are offered for sale in

exchange for Fa=0. The contribution togBe prize pool made by the sale of

5 the predetermined number of full-risk entries is given by the following
formulai ©dorieaiRibddinfedrd whére the)piNdtig sttbetutesis baaddam awetriptiden, kis

R RATB B AP eI L ion BT A g T pae uch
ndniReirianging f thiswieddermatdappl(ias 1) =a (11(n)+12(1-n)+(1-n)) To

provide a simple numerical example, consiger ﬁ sit;j tion where a
predetermined number of fulrisk-gqtri for $1. That

a

is, Fa=o = 1. 15 For the sake of exathf®, akdlim®) thé-1$12 = 0.01. In
this situgtion, .the following relationship applies: F = (1.01) (0.01(n) +
o S TR R N
nexaieleyimtherfol @nirig Soimaféethed iftessteaitr @0ra Lz (6l pnti§lis not
(QO%IQ dgrtégw%érr]\%-rilsvl?nenlgies_ are offered for sale at $101 each. By a
similar approach, i pgss"’lﬁ]'e to offer a predetermined number of entries
for sale at a given entry fee and, based on theFyantum of that entry fee,
determine the risk profile thateshou dibgpppligd. mQr @Xaky)ple, assume a
predetermined number of 25 entries are offered for sale in exchange for a
$10 ent@thee Riskoand (st variations are implemented in further embodiments.

Risk and Return

In the context of “Risk and Return”, the risk profile selected by a player affects
one or more characteristics of a prize winnable on the basis of that entry, thereby
allowing for adegree of player control over aspects of risk and return. For example, in
some embodiments, the one or more characteristics include the value of the prize, and
aplayer is provided with the opportunity to take greater risk for the opportunity to win
amore valuable prize. That is, for afirst risk profile, agiven player isable to win a
prize having afirst value in exchange for a predetermined entry fee, and, for a second
risk profile, agiven player is able to win a prize having a second value in exchange for
the same predetermined entry fee, wherein the second value is greater then the first
value, and wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee
that is refundable compared with the second risk profile.

In some Risk and Return style embodiments, players are provided with the
opportunity to select between two different risk profiles, and by this selection
correspondingly play for two different categories of prize. The categories of prize are,
for the sake of convenient explanation, described in terms of “major prizes” and
“minor prizes”. Aswill be appreciated from the discussion below, the intention is for
major prizesto generally be of greater value than minor prizes. However, in some
alternative embodiments thisis not the case. In some embodiments the major prize
includes, as a component, the minor prize. In overview, aplayer who selects the no-
risk profile is alocated one or more no-risk entriesin aminor prize draw, with the
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(0.01(n)+0.01(1-n)+(1-n)) This yields a = n = 0.9 (approximately).
Therefore, approximately $1 of the $10 entry is refundable, and $9 is
placed at risk. -53- In some embodiments where the pricing structure is
based on contribution, k is used to implement a predetermined
risk/chance favouritism protocol. In onesguch embodiment, the following
formula applies: =0 (12.+1) F=a=k (11(n)+I2(1-n)+(1-n)) 5 Variations to

tlﬂtﬁh@lﬁt@fﬁérﬂttt@tﬂa ageasedlsrite qtjwtt&m@‘otdmenmdﬁ:sbe eexgMede, Anplayer
la, the i is not

e SRR st e Bl S g o e o el iisiggmator
amdz@dst/vaagemmmhrmempmme pfashtinetibding ease@dmhemaﬂt@rﬂ iskthad
th t t of "RI k Ret h k profile

B RS R e AR AT LR B R MR i
Oédhahamwytmmﬂks)pcmllwﬂm@mnbﬂsia@menibﬁayﬂemontrol over aspects

f risk t F bod t .
charactd AR AL G S T B SO B DA RP S o PO i
Withdhe mpnmmpriaﬁm oe ptetes shdoefitreds) mmhcemmivemcbnel udes a

e T N AT

ftpxoel senundefiiskdbyptite, emtgyvﬁse pleaegpogtiabl 852 mnhtaqunmenmwm return
secongd va ue| he s en ry fee..wherein.
S e T e R PR S o R PR Rinor

I‘|$k2|ﬂ:B:)fl|e defines a greater proportion of the entry fee that is refundable
compare.(fiI WI'[% thr iseco nsk rof|I Irst?ﬁqm]eurl]?dsk agd Rgtlerr]toe esvaries
embodlmenP B? ayers are pr wc?eoqo Wi e oppor?ajn {yapo A A

twa\uémrembudmnﬁtmdm iryftnablseteleited sahdbpoadingti pey fdue

twoéglff 6%gltltcaltg n%test e at on ooar*?cflze ars{j 25 for the
conv n|en xplana ion, Cri rmso maj rpnzes and

schematicaly illustrated in FIG. 8, the ma; or and minor prizes are each funded by a
proportion of the entry fee prize portion 852 and net investment return 809. The
proportions need not be the same, and appropriate proportions are preferably selected
to provide a desired value relationship between major and minor prizes. For example,
in some cases, the minor prizes are funded solely by a proportion of the investment
return 809.

FIG. 9 schematically illustrates an exemplary method 900 for providing a
gaming activity in the context of the system of FIG 8A, according to one embodiment.
In overview, dataindicative of an entry fee and a selected risk profile (in this example
being either full-risk or no-risk) isreceived at 901. For the sake of simplicity in the
present example, it is assumed that the entry fee is exchanged for asingle entry,
however in other embodiments a different predetermined number of entries are
allocated in exchange for that entry fee. Inthe event that the full-risk profileis
selected, the method progressesto step 902. In the event that the no-risk profileis
selected, the method progresses to step 912.

At step 903 it is determined whether the entry isawinning entry. In the event
that the entry isawinning entry, the method progresses to 904 where the player is

awarded aminor prize draw winning amount. Otherwise, in the event that the entry is
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"minor prizes". As will be appreciated from the discussion below, the
intention is for major prizes to generally be of greater value than minor
prizes. However, in some alternative embodiments this is not the case. In
some embodiments the major prize includes, as a component, the minor
prize. In overview, a player who selectssthe no 30 risk profile is allocated
one or more no-risk entries in a minor prize draw, with the -54- number of

endtiesvheing leaggine iieehadantgnrestyie selweteerpraytees Avziaisra
W%O sglect SZBe full- I‘Ij}<(?§)r0fl|e is allocated one or more full-risk entries in a
id7 gv?ngé’ ith the number of entries being based on the

quantu moﬁtﬁtegxetlu nsladstkerrainied teleetﬁer amnkeia@mgmtﬂageeﬁmys ia the event
provided in FIG. 8B, which 5 sc mat shows bu one
R R bt R T
850arﬁe@h85@cw m&edjtaﬂwmdtmmmms Othemnpazm&tm@lxmttthd&.h@@try is
uch. effectlv a, refun rre entr fee
A THBAENR) M e L F RS 1 0% 1B B e sk e
antbthmga prlze portlon 852 and the net investment return 10 809 Prize
portion stme return 80 her fund t nd, min
orizes. AIEBYHBON AT Bobl Sead R AL M H e no-isk
mmsmeﬂsb:etwwrh berdppdioiabetstand mmpeﬂibmlbheetﬂm:&d \see0bf either or
tha e defined va e Pr ortio all r tlonsh ween th
R RS e B R R AR i s o
naltynainceiy o o ineseccolidfesaty Wybdddlﬁymopteﬂortlon of the entry fee

prize po tlo 852 and net invesitme rn_809. Th rt| eed i
not be thé sﬂameratgatdﬁ;%proprp} Ae p{bop%h?gna@g}% pre Eva b y se?%gt SUb

RNty mmmwnmmmw@mm anemmmmm mazeprlamt al@econd

ex m S, the mlnor
pr;tp))o |on e(:'l‘(%ne\%@]s Iﬂ?r}aqurn &e%%&&fi che 'I%eSTIusPr\gt’t%vser in
a&ume&tn}tﬂaﬂynﬂmﬂtﬂrmmﬁmcﬁmtr@a@m Whgsante/agtlmltyte context of

the systeg) gl G é@%&%ﬁ@f@&b%% e[%k)pro ’FEHeA%SYETYJ‘e ¥ ifric. o

|nd|cat|ve of an entr ase IS example being
atﬂénmwbskmsderaikjrmm\adwmlﬁbemk%keoot/emmnatplanan on

R T A
nappissiapécih@ieas ai¢h other forms of the invention, an investment return is simply
one form of supplementary contribution and in other embodiments, other forms of
supplementary contribution are additionally or aternatively used, including operator
contributions, third-party contributions derived from the exchange of marketing
information, and the like.

In one example, there are two risk profiles, these respectively allowing for no-
risk entries (100% refundable) and at-risk-type entries (100% at risk). These entries
are offered for sale at a price of $1 each. There is one major prize, and one minor
prize. Moreover, the values of the minor and major prizes are directly related to the
contributions made to the prize pool by the sale of no-risk entries and at-risk entries
respectively. Theinvestment strategy is assumed to provide a 10% return, and 10% of
thisreturn is attributable to investment costs and administration fees.

In relation to a given event, 50,000 of each type of entry are sold, resulting in

investment capital of $100,000. Thisisinvested to produce an investment return of
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allocated in exchange for that entry fee. In the event that the full-risk

profile is selected, the method progresses to step 902. In the event that

the no-risk profile is selected, the method progresses to step 912. 30 At

step 903 it is determined whether the entry is a winning entry. In the event
that the entry is a winning entry, the megbod progresses to 904 where the
player is awarded a minor prize draw winning amount. Otherwise, in the
@mfoﬂn)abthferﬁfﬁ@g%%s pvedadoitie drmrﬂblthemmﬂﬂq@wgmﬁaﬁomed to

905 where the ded f f his/her ent At 3
VB AP SIS TeD PG e I G e
eSL0B 800 WD, %Umd@as m&fb@dm@gﬂéﬁﬁ;e&tf@@ﬂcmaheiedhm ayed is
5 ded t. Qth th t
A R B AR MR Lo R e LT R g el BB Gie o e
tipei ydqupet ig ﬁmﬂrdedpp@hmej Mmighuﬁmumqmntteawﬂlﬁ)uﬁ Bth®rddn no-risk
fil d, it
AR I e bR e R P 8 s eprioution
these atak%qube&mtrmmmasmmm (bl of theneviestonshtiblspagiiies, portion plus
I i ff brid k f A 9
R G 3 Llns T oe T ST e Rt Bt
vﬁm’n’dg’ Idytobmemung%ﬁﬁ@; Bmareach mmslsealmxd Iaasadtﬁﬂ,O@Ob@artmﬁy
B A e AR P R R of® e
Snmaamlgfeminalvd)(artmlpsimdagiknhtmlwlbmdmhmemmfdfmﬁﬂlagtd)utcome

"1, 9.l b he concidered, These e Bowded [ 1he 2akRRkon relaive

convenlen exp ion - only, be regayde as’limiting’in
amy)lnmwtmmamflmmiag Mﬁ@ﬁuhﬂfdbeadpﬁresfamﬂyhmmm O0terefativis of

|on an iny eturn is simply 20 one form of
% t%fryv {:%nrll?rﬁoﬁ%egr[’lagnd in other embodiments, other forms of

su pplermera!mmwmmpt&)nnwesh@dtnnaml at- afsflemyaemlyl esa, agailndifigred for

excé%&oég? %t{)lpﬁe A g P&féir ¢ Welce |r§t (ﬁ%ﬂ%{f ri\éeﬁ(gr%%m%orﬁnze and the

ang mar mé 10N, an n one exam
ey estoneiskiasédys steesseeddpqutiviate aﬂ@%mgtmmm,mf Mﬁohs&ogmsedded to the

(BRSNS 8 DA St MREOE TR /AR AR A d BT PR fees.
However, in this example, the minor and major prize are not related to relative
contributions, and rather are defined asfollows:

o The minor prize has avalue equal to half of the net investment income added to
the distribution pool. That is, the minor prize equates to 45% of the net
investment income.

o The major prize has avalue equal to half of the net investment income added to
the distribution pool, plus the value of the at-risk entry fees.

In relation to a given event, 90,000 no-risk entries are sold, and 10,000 at-risk-
type entries are sold, resulting in investment capital of $100,000. Thisisinvested to
produce an investment return of $10,000, of which a net amount of $9,000 is provided
to the distribution pool. Thetotal distribution pool is therefore $109,000, of which
$50,000 is attributable to the refund pool, and $59,000 attributable to the prize pooal. It
follows that each no-risk entry has a 1/90,000 relative probability of winning the minor
prize ($4,500), and each at-risk entry has a 1/10,000 relative probability of winning
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are offered for sale at a price of $1 each. There is one major prize, and
one minor prize. Moreover, the values of the minor and major prizes are
directly related to the contributions made to the prize pool by the sale of
no-risk entries and at-risk entries respectively. The investment strategy is
assumed to provide a 10% return, and $9% of 30 this return is attributable
to investment costs and administration fees. In relation to a given event,

S5OO0Rjof peizb ($BEITOPNINY aietis®|dariegalting inhictyalstoneidcapitanabined into
e e e G

aiithmittm iesestine niskqs tsfivets] cdminisicktenrices) a TE0B0R0 relative

g T e e L

m@béﬂﬂety&mwmﬁg@ﬁs«mn)js attrlbutable to the 5 prize pool. It will be

appreC| ted that, of this r|ze On§$ from no-risk entries
totals $ Iﬁ'ﬂgl% rﬂ%s%ﬁs rlﬁ%ﬁ?t res e a0ain offered for

Cgﬂld!dnlammém%hm Iyg@remheeslmlsrﬁiﬂérﬁﬂ&émkﬂ oh#inor prize, and the

oA 2EE RS o ek RN P b Rl e o e

adigte bathost posk mﬂr;ﬂ%lasaﬂmmtaﬂ@ telmwestﬁﬁmrmmmd adnmimisiragion fees.
54 500. In apef%ﬂgr vanatlog in.which all entries are ¢ rpblned into a

sing JSdPERB pHXE ENiGiBiRty itemy eI ol Wihning
okltcoma hanmilitokesl te Mamaqear ik I8 it prizegioolo-risk entry has a

1/100, OO relative pro ab|I| inn 4.500, and each at-risk entry
h&s a 1/-E r@@@ r@&ﬁ%’sﬁ? W@‘rﬁ%%ﬁ%é’ 42868°15 In another
examplen magmmﬁwwgﬁ/@mév@hmg&m@mrsemmemmﬁemd foroe@tg-risk-
at a price of $1 ain, there is one major p one minor. |ze
R R TR I e TR
Yrdisedd o isthentdigiiiuifabL0,000a00 e mum@tpbiﬂdj@d to the
investment cos d administration fees H h
R0, o1 R ARSI ST S L T 850,000
ridlagiri areciRfinatiersfoliawsol Tame §50@0prae ba@blevw ieegizal podhakEath no-
the net inves ded to the distr butlo ool. That i
P ORBaN T et BEME MRS e edfopr eoch
peitzeshag e watue legual Aojoald of dbebilétl/iol estmienttineomnjergstited $a4,250).

In another embodiment the minor prize has a value equal to 10% of prize pool,

and the major prize has avalue equal to 90% of prize pool. Other percentages are used
on further embodiments, with the general objective being to provide players at
different risk profiles with appropriate incentives, linked to the potential returnsin the
event of winning outcomes. It will be appreciated that this, to some extent, isa
marketing exercise.

Although the above examples deal with a single major prize and a single minor
prize, in other embodiments there are a numerous tiered major prizes and/or minor
prizes. For example, one embodiment provides tiered first, second and third major
prizes, and tiered first, second and third minor prizes. Although the intentionisfor
major prizesto generally be of greater value than minor prizes, in embodiments where
there are multiple value-tiered major and minor prizes, it is not a necessity that every

major prizeis greater in value than every minor prize. Moreover, in the case of non-
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25 the distribution pool, plus the value of the at-risk entry fees. In relation
to a given event, 90,000 no-risk entries are sold, and 10,000 at-risk- type
entries are sold, resulting in investment capital of $100,000. This is
invested to produce an investment return of $10,000, of which a net
amount of $9,000 is provided to the diggbution pool. The total distribution
pool is therefore $109,000, of which 30 $50,000 is attributable to the

refionet a9 PapnasP R erdiast s talpigy tol dbe diffzecpoalb]ectiowsubsdedidherent
no-risk ntr% has a 1/90,000 relative probability of winning the minor prize
(@’4?%%)8?}’5‘ feach at-risk entry has a 1/10,000 relative probability of

winning Afthotlyh thejRrRrizel &drh@Rpnhplas otineitessibdisnve Bssdniwhthadt only

tri bined in ingle d but th [ liqibili iterig.i
SR P L ALY B & T T P PR oL
el s g Sneaidy | hasad éhilidd Btenedatigengdiolmahilityef ofipmiegBd ;DY be won

d, t-risk h 100,000 relati -obability of winning, .
R RO T SR B A
againbeffetgdciao shlgratieyxasf ofl$dtieagiontbeipartiafreperawesaajr players.
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10% is atttimicahtextooinvetiotede®) sistdesiceel offerstt dtiosafe ek a Bot ipethusit entry

example, the minor and major prizes are defined follows: T inor
iRt R TN ST e s R i Y
espaatriony % af- pdz ¢noatdk | nvrtidtib mefuiadg ivémre easaof @000avo evekt) to, at the

entries ar d, and 10.000 at-risk- tries are sold, resulting |
e ot e A QSR O PRSI %A P R e caseof o
imeestimenent tuDreial i BdeA0E afthvetrdcedand glectded th phefilesis received at

distripution poal. The total distribution | is th re $10 0, of which
o R e AT S S Be8 S S A S
peipbquinvierExah alter etk tontrydh seEpleRene) mairadiktyset wirtaingribikon with

géi{?% éﬁl'é/‘?eﬁﬁ&u‘\yﬁg}%ﬁggrﬁg&nng&ﬁéktype entry has a 1/10,000

of winning the major prize ($44,250). 20 In another
embodifieaptizre puoloispobealy stuattusesioahobutio #ostdnpidre pros peoicind a
: e h _ I o o
AR AR Sl e s TR e loass

pdeﬁiammmchmriaﬁfppehﬁkkqu&mﬂ)@&ma@ fie atisisk ipodiansad, dketees are
t%é&?tB%ﬁﬂﬁ@&@&Hﬂ@%r‘&&%ol ($B) at step 1004. 1n some embodiments alternative

approaches are used for defining these prize pools. For example, in one embodiment

the bonus prize pool is defined by less than 100% of the at-risk entry fees.

Upon completion of the gaming activity, asingle winning entry isidentified at
step 1005. The player responsible for the winning entry is awarded a prize at 1006. In
particular, the prize comprises the whole of the standard prize pool, plus a proportion
of the bonus prize pool corresponding to the proportion of the entry fee placed at risk.
For example, in the event that a player places half of his’her entry fee at risk and
ultimately wins, that player is awarded the whole standard prize pool, plus half of the
bonus prize pool. In this case, each entry has the same relative probability of winning
aprize regardiess of the risk profile adopted, and only the value of the prize changes.
That is, an entry placed on the basis of a 100% refundable risk profile has the same
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event of winning outcomes. It will be appreciated that this, to some extent,

is a 25 marketing exercise. Although the above examples deal with a

single major prize and a single minor prize, in other embodiments there

are a numerous tiered major prizes and/or minor prizes. For example,

one embodiment provides tiered first, sggond and third major prizes, and

tiered first, second and third minor prizes. Although the intention is for 30
nnelgives Brebdbi ssiralivirhegad prieatas arntneryhslaoatiuer the basisiof a 0%
embodiments where there are multiple value-tiered major and minor
AR Tt Bl S BB TR B A SEe Fyenter in value than

every minailpbizeppteceosethin trecss secatindmebéhtinonatpracpadyabiist to 100%
different players may place different.subjective values on different typ, .

S S B R R AR RN Lo Cturety g fonlowing
aswuoiserithati oy theqrizk profile precera\exdaipis, shisiesduabdinaentss distributed
make additional risk profiles 5 avajlaple. Indeed. in some embodiments
OGRS Gr o R LLTBG (OO LS COy % FARER ool sep
prop8rtiorpaftiaol antegdeertinai ss¢flawtd ayrisk, which in turn may be

subject 19 a high ree of selectivity on_the part of operators and/or
pTayers.%%ﬁ{égﬂéjﬂ%gméﬂﬂ%gﬁﬁ@ BYi&& by method 1000 of FIG. 10,
discussaddagieriidi dheneeniedt pomeitnsTaHOSAnerisieT REpAIfRIBGAE the

sale at a set ger-unit entry 10 fee, and a player selects a risk profile

defining RS (HE RQRA LA Freridhige RUFeed dH S6dR 1Henew @i dhrainning
Witl? fullmwndr{ﬁgéh/g Fase @i fm?lmy\emm mmbﬁ@dzamgﬁtupw ﬁf@ld, erhdhe risk
risk spectrum, % at-risk (full risk, with no refund in the case of ; o

oo DRSS AR 95 BT AR PSS ot s e e eianing
receivegrtty step B1a6dd Amjissrastnoent ridrhiscdpiived @b aiRmd 00 &-risk

o AT R B R

income siijeqptia 620! k&, Natrenally 0% terghdoofngvide postrondaicnsiastry
pool an%% %c%&us prize pool. In this particular embodiment, the
investmettr8timPi&lsed to define a standard prize pool ($A) at step

1003, apdriericabkxzniplenst eliemtry detpdirachdwisedde Betorsribedusn this
prize pool ($B) at step 1004. In some embodiments alternativ. .

TR SIS e VLS AR B 0D P e ARG Prize
epobbidi tod Ty dlzesblorws sl ze thegirigaiodinien bf ilaasstinent LEkdbefdiethe bonus

at-risk en}
prize poo

ryst[%%?ave avalue equal to non-refundable portions of all entry fees.
Furthermore, any residual portion of the bonus prize pool isto be distributed among
the playersin accordance with their contribution to the bonus prize pool (or
contributions notionally made on their behalf). The investment strategy is assumed to
provide a 10% return, of which 90% defines the standard prize pool and 10% is
attributable to investment costs and administration fees.
In relation to a given event, 1,000 entries are sold, resulting in investment
capital of $100,000. $10,000 of investment income is generated, resulting in a
standard prize pool of $9,000. For the sake of example, the entries are placed in
accordance with the following risk profiles:
. 500 entries are sold on the basis of 0% at-risk (100% refundable). These make
no contribution to the bonus prize pool.
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Upon completion of the gaming activity, a single winning entry is identified
at step 1005. The player responsible for the winning entry is awarded a
prize at 1006. In 25 particular, the prize comprises the whole of the
standard prize pool, plus a proportion of the bonus prize pool
corresponding to the proportion of the-aguiry fee placed at risk. For
example, in the event that a player places half of his/her entry fee at risk

and  ultipoptahyr s eERtiaYes Ixawier dedsther Wk iR asrdatRIIEY ETRRSb make

plus half of the bonus prize pool. In this case, each entry has the same

relative P IRYTBH RHHAME S Lomarraghaflss of the risk profile
agloptecharnsh@Iey dhesyrium ehditadsisestaREpsk Vef @RUENE). PIdessimake

on the basis of a 100% refundable risk profile has the same -59- relative

probabifty SR SRRTPEILR hePORHS 5138 E4%4n the basis of a 0%
refundabieerigkaretlsol aTRMORRSIS RIS S af- Rt (IABEf I WAbIBE These make a

appreciated that, unless the winning entry was placed subject to 100%

risk of t#é-BRE-GaaiE kiR WRithedNHsREEa PSR ount in the bonus prize
ppol follgyvinge; the SURIHHIRDHAF POES AL1ER @SRl RIBIBPIEFRBE make a

residual amount is distributed among the players in accordance with their

contribuBAAS ARt RNEAZBERANUSIEIEB PROIS. In particular, each entry
is refunded Bynut PR z8hlaRieRIEiIRRAI $D¢ Gidry fee. A proportion of

the at-risk portion of the entry fee. This proportion is the 10 inverse of the

proportibArdhe sekp i ReRle. ARRG haldpe WiIBNtAG SR INGS Blassd PRARe basis
ifif 808 éwjﬂakrk@@%tréfma@@eﬁ@maﬁg Yoristyi Haa IR S0P LHME prize

of all entry fees are fully refunded. On other hand, if the winning entry
viReSlp Rite d Atk dhed R EarerbrSwiPBe Hoeraighartredherskoissmaysts to
ofpnygentry fees. In the event that the winning entry was placed 15

subject to 60% risk, there will a 40% refund of at-risk portions of the ent

fees, ankd 88 SRR ArBRHISKER BIEIOF LR BA04A T e U RE
CEREIBREY el TANIRIS KA BRI BATP LGSR ERRABIAIRE RIBAAEYJRF Slitions

$100 each. The standard prize pool is to have a value equal to the prize
pRrifRsR et e aMt iReciir ealstthid 3 dhrBrits ipRe 1566 0k ths Radesrize pool,
Vadas 84 $0RBI-NSEHRGRRIBREEIHRY HedhBYdeaS rdfURMRINMSI&si AEA 1y

residual portion of the bonus prize pool is to be distributed amon% th

e
Prayers 9 EEbHsRe S RACthENTYCTSARIBI Regtseob AU ik (R8I0 undable).
. $45 isrefunded for each entry sold on the basis of 50% at-risk (50%

refundable).

. $72 isrefunded for each entry sold on the basis of 80% at-risk (20%
refundable).

. $90 isrefunded for each entry sold on the basis of 100% at-risk (0%
refundable).

It will be appreciated that, by this approach, players may receive arefund for
monies placed at risk. The probability of receiving arefund, and the level of refund,
depend on risk selections made by players across the game.

Although in the above example aresidual amount in the bonus prize pool is
refunded to the players, in other embodiments this residual amount rolls over asa
jackpot, or is taken by the gaming administrator, or is distributed to one or more of the

players as one or more supplementary prizes.



10

15

20

25

30

contributions notionally made on their behalf). The investment strategy is
assumed to provide a 10% return, of which 90% defines the standard

prize pool and 10% is 25 attributable to investment costs and

administration fees. In relation to a given event, 1,000 entries are sold,
resulting in investment capital of $100,600. $10,000 of investment income

is generated, resulting in a standard prize pool of $9,000. For the sake of
examplettie retiitguesd ¢rlappdriforrcanrdpitesrizdite tutewingkidndard and
profiles: 30 500 entries are sold on the basis of 0% at-risk (100%

ORI NG PPRE 3 R Y S BRGNS e B IETPH S ' RSl SgpRodiment
20 statiierdae z2gidadait b basipoid Pl e akalRRPnein agmbizy i NBda st o.
make a $2,000 contribution to the bonus prize pool. 200 entries are sold

on the hasmbih&le Apprsadd&@d6 refundable). These make a $10,000

contribution to the bonus, prize .pool. 5 50 .entries are sold the basijs, of
50% at A O EUg i SHBagly Com T G HAGE R At rdnce,

bersusapdi Zogcold Bidleatdddetann s@evoraltierdnaissof tO0W rEtivslafptoaches are
refundable). These make a $5,000 contribution to the bonus prize pool.

1%% %8%?3@ Bﬁ?e\% pool therefore totals $21,000. 10 For the sake of

examplén semeambiodt riteatei for adi est rigkn@rsfjle cedi ven thieyen $esal tockfi¥b a

L R R e S
thereforandniouatetond Lt p@f ilie thigi esrapipler tbelbistad dwdaaie
S0 o R N B A e
entries. Whsiki hehedfms: cisitqut afise tel mpeszegimated Pidpoftiba biotmeseptry éee that is
o A AR SR B e
10% at-gisteriQ8pearatsta albbelin $4%5i e fevindedf fict eacie Enexcisaidediortiae
e SR L SIS A e
win aprize having a second value in exchange for the same predetermined
entry fee. For example, in one embodiment “bonus entries” compete for a
different prize to standard entries.

o In some embodiments, for afirst risk profile, agiven player isallocated a
predetermined number of entries in exchange for a predetermined entry fee,
and, for asecond risk profile, agiven player is allocated the same
predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry feethat is
refundable compared with the second risk profile. For thefirst risk profile, a
given player is alocated a predetermined number of entries in exchange for the
predetermined entry fee, and, for the second risk profile, agiven player is
allocated an increased number of entries, and therefore chances, for the same
predetermined entry fee.

o In some embodiments, for afirst risk profile, agiven player isallocated a
predetermined number of entriesin exchange for a predetermined entry fee,
and, for asecond risk profile, agiven player is allocated the same

predetermined number of entries for less than the predetermined entry fee,
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$90 is refunded for each entry sold on the basis of 100% at-risk (0%
refundable). 25 It will be appreciated that, by this approach, players may
receive a refund for monies placed at risk. The probability of receiving a
refund, and the level of refund, depend on risk selections made by

players across the game. Although in g2 above example a residual

amount in the bonus prize pool is refunded to the players, in other
embodimperis hhiseresiokiet pmﬂmesnhewgrmﬂpwrjmmﬁ@f @lﬁéem’rgamze that is
by the ing administrator dlstrlbuted to on ore of the :
pinyers L DHEELE FETRPC DRI A% DTkl IoER s ppfile. 2
apportiggivearpl ajéhis iz eaoh bainsseioei ﬁgeanﬂ edvahg hosuwsharigef poal

are used in f rther bod| ents For examE($Tq in onegembodlme t the

tandar EVEE BUBFA R N s, Oh B PRt BIRIUS R L FuRlaysElp ableto

ratio. Cwmmrpatzema\mgtheeacﬁvmm resteicogetbrttis ssategweyletermined
combines tW? or more of Risk and Chance, Risk and Cost and Risk and
Return. @e\yerﬁ examples of combination approaches are considered

below. In semeecribbuidtiones)torfarfiadiridislonrefie) vegipryalayalldsated a
aIIocatedagredetermlned nu ber of.ent rlgs in exchange for a

predete HISHRE EHARH fAUMDE) A ATRSS AN oL AR RIS R PRy, fee
is allocaiad foe @maneslepwmle@igiwmlpmy& mmd@d l¢rssthan the

predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk praofile defines a greater

broport PR THESRIICIHhS! BT RS O s BEFuAR oKL abmefee

risk profiltaefei theflirstriiskppodilitededi rwsrargmwepnewmmmmn@nweee that is
ra15 ete entr

havmg irst value in exc
 secor PR B U LS ORI W S NELIRG eSee:
value ingivehplagerfiordble sawie am@mln@dfemm@elm&m@mm an
one embod ent 'bgn tries" compete for a. differ t prize to standard
entrios, PIRCEUT L RN Rt o SR AR Ol GAH A S ableto
aIIocatedna 2pripecamiexndsecbnd vedee of emimefemﬂmsmfwedeterml ned
predeter ora econd risk profile iven pla
allocate efd r%ﬁe(ag ﬁ’:( %&g%%ﬁf léll o ﬁeéie%erml ned
predetenmmntml ehéntriesin exchange for a predetermi ned entry fee, and, for the
second risk profile, agiven player is allocated an increased number of entries
for the same predetermined entry fee.
It will be appreciated that there is a wide range of possible ways in which such

combinations of approaches may be implemented across various embodiments.

Refundable Hedges

In some embodiments, the notion of risk profilesis used to provide a gaming
activity wherein secondary hedge entries are either physically or notionally linked or
“stapled” to conventional primary entries, thereby to provide players with more
advantageous prospects of winnings or returns, without necessarily taking on
additional risk. In overview, as in embodiments considered above, the player provides
an entry fee and selects arisk profilein relation to that entry fee, the risk profile
defining a proportion of the entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined
refund criteria and a complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk.
The general notion isthat, in the present context, the at-risk proportion of the entry fee

is exchanged for aprimary entry, and the refundable proportion of the entry feeis
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wherein the first risk profile defines a greater proportion of the entry fee
that is refundable compared with the second risk profile. For the first risk
profile, a 25 given player is allocated a predetermined number of entries in
exchange for the predetermined entry fee, and, for the second risk profile,
a given player is allocated an increased3wmber of entries, and therefore
chances, for the same predetermined entry fee. In some embodiments,

fexehtirgledskrmundler, gy sscotriey iirlsnatedre ‘BRdyeiteigamanesk primary

number of entries in exchange for a predetermined entry fee, and, for a

FUB TSR, Hgeeh P SRR ndrinl L REBrRY SRy Bet

nideriviéiedfgrigarionleasihine teeqpueie @nmiseticnigitleco Hdemifieinas

the first risk profile defines a. greater proportion of the entry fee that is .

AR R SNVl N LR DY 68 etk iU

aergivethplseeniaghdattiesdnesene nedcvong lsefitgl deititi éd exalamog éptries.
determined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is

- S SRR e RIS G 4 SO D L SRBE b P L e some or

pak dreteomesabtesalygréeiby lthe priraaeyndadiroebés, finah iy stinséventdile, respect of

given player is allocated a predetermined number of entries,in exgchan

TP Y S R O e M RO L ST e ST Gl Ve “here

péey er csradiocedied dh essahedd)© qoesldteadniieeslmumber of entries for less

than the predetermined entry fee, wherein the first risk profile defines a.

fontor B o8 R UGG FOoPAA A R AN, Y (bR died s

second wikhjnigiery; @nther firetr ¢isk theosileordapiverntidayaigls ablieléatifiedas a

prize having.a first value in exchange for a predetermined entry fee, and

For <RI DR EAR R SR B CLAERENES T AT P THLd i dcondiary

second sfthiesivibxehiaizgtffed teaseimeny edetermined entry fee. For the

first riskﬁg%&fﬂﬁ a given player js allocated a predetermined nunéber of

ehtries M eChBRRETY SEfiitfER RRYITRY FOIhis 'Sefied asa

risk profilénrirg)\eatplayebisradieosit etk ascniagsetieswhie bef @sitittied fas a

the same.Eredetermin% entry fee. 20 It will be a re(‘])i1ated that there i

wide ralTEPS EAE el S MRS BB AR DG AR i e

may be émpleyTdamigiteacroaswatingeenybodiments.

In some embodiments, only one of these categoriesis considered. However, it
should be understood that a gaming operator may make either or both available.

The concept of refundable hedges is perhaps more conveniently considered
against a “fixed-odds” backdrop, and will be considered below in this regard.
However, it will be appreciated that other embodiments are by no means limited to
fixed-odds categories of gaming activities, and that the general concepts are applicable
to awide range of gaming activitiesin afar broader context.

In a conventional fixed-odds gaming activity, the gaming operator defines a
plurality of event outcomes, and players bet on these outcomes. Traditionally, the
gaming operator sets a “payout ratio” (commonly referred to as “odds”) for each
outcome. For example, in the context of a sporting event where afirst team, Team A,
competes with a second team, Team B, the operator defines Team A winning as one
event outcome, and Team B winning as another event outcome. In some cases a draw
is defined as a further possible outcome. Players are offered a payout ratio for each

event outcome. For example, agiven player isoffered 5:1 for Team A winning. A
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Refundable Hedges In some embodiments, the notion of risk profiles is

used to provide a gaming activity wherein secondary hedge entries are
either physically or notionally linked or 25 "stapled” to conventional

primary entries, thereby to provide players with more advantageous
prospects of winnings or returns, withognecessarily taking on additional
risk. In overview, as in embodiments considered above, the player
mmxjde&herplené%fa&)aadryejm mésbmoﬁie iecel@ton theleasethiiy Team A

R S B R ST RSP B B Gy 1

ppiedjon of the entry fee that is placed at risk. The general notion is

that, in the present i ortion of the entr IS
exchandBA TR Bl ST e R S g 1 asenygpijonal
feﬂw@smmrlged §®ul®y>etordr)o@k&e¢g@myt@nﬂe@sma¢areh hleelgasilé of a

BRGNSl B i e Rl B A he vent

emmtmrmes mmlaed \b&hmmﬂ Kt oMpnatiegpenines b thevgaisihg dptinetor. In

o Rl O e B G R i e SR ey e

saaetrded tefherpidyer domsed aontinanyr ot tiortlod theresterpf eotret ngpbased at risk
some,or all o%ltca:Pmes not covered by the primary entry or bet. That is,

win- evgrﬁ)@’m respect of a primary entry and the one or more secondary
entries a'neeneﬁumwemeenThﬂbeMrMeemmd'mme afidecigere

considered h reln wher |nt case that
prlmar(g éﬁ?@ IS Iden ied a8’ a wfr@n?ﬁoré)qrrtylﬁﬁ heor errqire?oﬁh ntFIecasethata

ssznondany enityies deginti e as ammMgsaiary\mtgwm)prtmwmammedme
uargntee that o ore9 entr swnl e|d ntifie
a& %Wlnel}qln%ee%try Q@Bﬁ) moen e" \Ev%seer%egb r('—:-anse et i na&jure

5 prlmary

enbat is, |Medchwaprﬂm\ammgamwyzyamettmbwhoreoﬁbtpezsaqmm@mgmgst the
S SR P R R N more

er entries |
em&rgndiargcmnm esebodinenes, mrﬂydaaegeffﬂnebe r@megjdnles:mmnmierﬁeﬁe entry

r
B A 08 S8 AR B e g
mnrmlmwéryeﬂnwam|mmes arefund of the entry fee attributable to that
secondary entry.
The following table sets out some possible results of a gaming activity

according to one embodiment with refundable hedges.

feein thiscase).

proportion of entry
fee.

No Hedge Partial Hedge Full Hedge
Primary Entry Win primary prize | Win primary prize; | Win primary prize;
\év' ?/ Slecondary (No refundable Receive refund of Receive refund of
ntry Loss proportion of entry | refundable refundable

proportion of entry
fee.

fee.

Primary Entry No secondary Win secondary Win secondary
Loss Secondary entry, therefore prize. prize.

Entry Win receive nothing.

Primary Entry No secondary Receive refund of Not Possible.
Loss Secondary entry, therefore refundable

Entry Loss receive nothing. proportion of entry
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against a "fixed-odds" backdrop, and will be considered below in this
regard. However, it will be appreciated that other embodiments are by no
means limited to fixed-odds categories of gaming activities, and that the
general concepts are applicable to a wide range of gaming activities in a
far broader context. 25 In a conventiongbfixed-odds gaming activity, the
gaming operator defines a plurality of event outcomes, and players bet on
these outcomes. Traditionally, the gaming operator sets a "payout ratio"

(comm referre o as "odds") far each outcome. For example, in the
contoxt bPE ERth G EROIG AL ) R YEs Feh ERERci e I
sewnoertiaal meeasthB ntirabep espredetefimeed ammﬁrmmlmg e quaniifin of the
ev ome, and Team B winning nothey e ent me. In some

ot SR R
ofteredanpaytoies igfidosrdanhl evesiguaitomer Ewreﬂmdadﬂae propeetion of the
player.is offered 5:1 for Team A winning. A -64- player who places a

Xt%% bet on that outcome receives, in the case that Team A wins, a

fivefold mtbmdarpfuﬁmpmeeat feas étausrh étifced dyba seconadoy graaddbl. 1n

plac In th ntext r| rofiles, t ry is e entlallya

A EHTS R R Rt ik L, R AT B Ry ree

|$lmptmieorarljnmbame afldi ngshn Eroblenbinal any evahioctoaspendotl) tofat least a

which res cted b the er. The event oqucome is ass cgrted with a h
RORIEIS G e e TR R s e ROV Pt e

spllayﬂemepempmumoah ehis a}wmglatvemefmltdaimmeatadmmwmgmwsecondary

awarded o the yer bas nt on of nir feet

prl)élczgdj %{i’ risk %)and R ‘p%aﬁll)? utarj%%m?ﬂegrp §] % gb cte}éqn Ben o,f%nongst the

qﬁﬂyde&asnﬂmhamgmdgcsecmrtdwrﬂmresssemm bogaiautriés sovhetnaed ments,

ey srpattialnedged soies. lnine Gase tiala, secopdanyPiiDenry
iS e Sa win ng entry a secon o y prize Is awar
plessto An ihgestesahprotdhdete gemaeupnearmyeemmartha Eoorl of an

R IR i A SRS AR AT AR LI SLa e

prlze poo amongs winnin yers irrespec payout ratios" or
tisgdikemBiutng teatrte ey betlenved fsemhttdrpammesr arenatiozapedktor, on a

AR e SRR IO OL RSO o

appreciate in'the casegihat  Secon ary entry 1S not dentified as &
wirotiedpeastper e playasotbeeayaisodireénts) ibkthésaatsyipkeantritanyaibizonoe as

t@@&h, and different prize pools are ssmply created from a proportion of the entry fees.
It is assumed that each secondary prizeis, for agiven player, greater in value

than the refundable proportion of the entry fee for that player. 1n some embodiments
thisis practically achieved by providing the requisite refunds to al eligible players,
and then distributing some or al of the net supplementary income amongst players
having winning secondary entries. In some embodiments, there is arelationship
between a player’s contribution to the net supplementary income and the value of
secondary prize winnable by that player.

A significant result of hedging, as described herein isthat, in hindsight, a
player can receive better odds for his’her level of liability by providing alarger entry
fee. The general notion isthat the payout ratio is applied to the at-risk proportion of
entry fee, however the maximum liability for agive player in some casesisless than

the at-risk proportion of entry fee. In particular, for some embodiments, in the case of
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20 secondary entry. The following table sets out some possible results of
a gaming activity according to one embodiment with refundable hedges.
No Hedge Partial Hedge Full Hedge Primary Entry Win primary prize Win
primary prize; Win primary prize; Win/ Secondary (No refundable Receive
refund of Receive refund of Entry Lossggroportion of entry refundable
refundable fee in this case). proportion of entry proportion of entry fee.

faewommmmdﬁmmm SroQnbayMénreesoasiaseiditsggeneans iogekater than
therefor prize. Entry Win receive nothing.
g@/%%&%@é a‘fﬁ?ﬁ%@eﬁ? ﬁ?nd of Not Possible. Loss/
Secondamﬁlgmﬁhtmﬁfmﬂtrﬁunwbie @nwodkmgaeeeragedtmrwfer players
ortion of entry fee. -65- The nu fsec tr| sallo ated
RS AR SSHE. T CRRGS Bo G AT TRR T U eSS, In some
prestsfehisiredi ssrtonfiglaied tbetgammgrﬁumlqi sheh th&lﬂ@k&ﬁ;pmm&wﬂary
of the ent e.lno bod ents, the number of 5 secondary entries
D IR SRR BN R B0 s COTARG Ty he value
fe asemmwywpmew ravabl atg agdl ayaaﬂe@uadmbbmlsqmadi eoytpitize on to the
pool tlcular emb dlme ne hod erabl includes
R R ) R A L AR ERIRTROR OB 0
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ppreC|a oweva |n ot er embodiments

event the primary entry does not win, the player receives the refundable proportion of
entry fee plus the anticipated contribution from that entry fee. However, the payout
ratio is nevertheless applied to the proportion (in quantum) of the entry feethat is
placed at risk. Assuch, by increasing the total entry fee, it is possible to offer an
improved payout ratio for the same maximum liability.

As anumerical example, assume that a base payout ratio of 5:1 is defined for
an event outcome. Further assume that the anticipated contribution to the
supplementary income is 10% of the total entry fee provided by agiven player. For
the sake of example, a player wishes to enter based on a maximum liability of $10.

If the player provides an entry fee of $10, in the case that the bet loses, the
player receives nothing (the player loses $10, the player’s bet amount/maximum
liability). Thereisno secondary prize, and no secondary entries were allocated. The
player has therefore exchanged $10 for a primary entry, the at-risk proportion of entry
fees being $10 (100%), and the player standsto win $50 if the primary entry isa
winning entry, based on the 5:1 payout ratio.

If the player provides an entry fee of $100 on the basis of the same maximum
liability criterion, in the case that the bet loses, the player receives $90 (again, the
player loses $10, the player’s bet amount/maximum liability). This $90 includes $10
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supplementary income may be derived from third parties, or from the

operator, on a basis related more to marketing interactions or other

factors, than to investment procedures per se. In yet other embodiments,
there is no supplementary income as 20 such, and different prize pools

are simply created from a proportion ofgiie entry fees. Itis assumed that

each secondary prize is, for a given player, greater in value than the
refunpplde@iepitioonsd, thesenbry tieel1yothat pyed .dongibogon. Therefore, it is

embpdiments this is practically achieved by provjding the requisite

L G SRR S T e Rl S e o B secnpiry
sepyemeot Ry snhanf2Gwes gehaltyeerfor a pariay emnyinghdeoahdarytisk
entries. .In sqme embodi ts, there is a relationship_betyween a player's
RIS FEo LS N T e RPN (DG ety ok i e case
pofzewimiag leutyothat gl ayepritnaigreficgnamd slidyef badtioef ae déscsit@lon the
fﬁ?rgelin ifsé%at .In hindsight, a player can receive better odds for his/her
IR |ﬁ£'f%?/r¥) U ing a larger entry 30 fee. The general notion is

that the Pargoarttratitiis raphlieid| tiyih ehatfolsevyi repoptionsohay iy heesented to the
hﬁgjewever the maximum liability for a give player in some cases is less than
t

Mrisk proportion of entry fee. In particular, for some embodiments, in
the case ofe6G3& HOD oM tHEMGIsION A EENL i HeeplAypsyeaaises ¢f 5:1 is offered.

secondary prize that is greater than the.refundable propartion of his/her .
oty fee. This BN IALBNVESSIOR VSR o e | OB oamised

offer players igspionelitipagbfikedtmiiobedds, in exchange for a greater
value of entry fees, In some 5 cases, this requires configuring the gamin
i i SR

activity such tHEEHHQ AN PRES o Fakddh
advance. For exféengle Nraxdinguemviad#ga00. tiveaxaiien 06 sesomdary

prize winn by a player is equal to an anticipated cantribution to the

D oo L B A S L L o T S FEB Ogte on the
el disaassel ebtvedimepissitiiene pfésrcaplieixoifaipsanizioyadl payedhumber
ratios in 10 exchange for a greater value of entry fees on the basis of .
£ LAY TEES 1 BV B AL AT )P PYAE G AR el mined
theyehakimuaheamyciest they are prepared to "lose” (profit or loss are

calculated by subtracting entry fee from return, a negative result

ndicati) S LA e AL P B TSR ShanEReapdery
tieatgntwhfele dpetaepiaceohaikgreking ntheisisiprofies aediswisised dpprediated
g? the 15 event the primary e tgy d?es not win tEe Oe\lla r receives the

; en n playersis

a]’n gmgpl&w cn.seconaar ries are made n%%

predominately an exercise in marketing.

In aternative embodiments, for a given quantum of entry fee, a player may be
offered an enhanced payout ratio, or improved odds, relative to other players providing
the same quantum of entry fee, in return for placing (and as an incentive to place) a

greater proportion of that entry fee at risk.

Hardwar e/ Softwar e | mplementation

Although much of the above disclosure is predominately focussed on
embodiments taking the form of methods, it will be appreciated that various
embodiments of the present invention are technically implemented using various
combinations of hardware and software. Some of these are considered below.

FIG. 11A illustrates a system for providing a gaming activity, in the form of
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entry fee plus the anticipated contribution from that entry fee. However,

the payout ratio is nevertheless applied to the proportion (in quantum) of

the entry fee that is placed at risk. As such, by increasing the total entry

fee, it is possible to offer an improved payout ratio for the same maximum
liability. 20 As a numerical example, asggme that a base payout ratio of

5:1 is defined for an event outcome. Further assume that the anticipated
cgmtebulimotosmemmme nmeniaey dgenegsdraiti @tettmtgéat@rnmiea'hi s
provrde éa ven er. For the sake of ex er wishes to

D S TR B COETha o DU G AT B rodule

faecm‘ &1Da cothega satithad itfterbeicl 0363, the 25 player receives nothing
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player pT@mommatac&nnMri&etutrﬁlraMacm’a)bammnhdee saie beevsadumadly to
liability criterion, in th case that the bet loses, t ayer receives

like i
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Tinter$a (isobidasah Mhémeninsenfalenoe othey wicedheirbass debndhei Ateface),
antr ated contribution. T refor itis readily deduced that$80 of th
e TR ool e i AT A R0 anc
mmesrmﬂm!gﬁni zitioarpnpmtasﬂsadlrys asrtbsortpar atdigorigidporacavong data
(}'ﬁfeesré%' 20 'st/%uﬁ)ﬁuf:(fe(\jlr%o tréac?] SSHT% ut r t|o in the cas&:

winning oGt come primary Entr ry, an SPEaR thererore win
Sﬂdmmera the basis of the primary entry Pursuant to this methodology, the

followi [ b f

; $30 ggtrgyﬁieoen er%);oﬁﬁajetlo of ‘%gg e fe(gr)g@/ ¥ g)%)rlnou%f%vqrtr?lsifg%ggh n
Misexcontextasslis friBerithiuaiittbensetiog dwekhmseshmma‘mhﬂmgmtsmglle discrete
R G R R R B B B Bl

ticatnpyneotsigptiogeHycodpdiimgsesiem mwdyesaibane tiienore servers such as
server 1101.

In some embodiments, such as that of FIG. 11B, aplurality of like or similar
servers 1101 are coupled to acommon database 1110. For example, servers 1101 are
provided at distributed locations, with a database 1110 provided at a centralised
location.

Database 1110 maintains data indicative of entry transactions, which includes,
in various embodiments, one or more of the following aspects of data:

o Dataindicative of areceived entry fee. Thisincludes dataindicative of the
value of entry fee, and optionally data indicative of alocation at which funds
corresponding to that entry fee are stored (for example, a bank account), and/or
data indicative of a manner of payment used to provide the entry fee.

J Data indicative of arisk profile associated with the entry fee. As discussed
above, at least in some embodiments, an entry feeis provided by a player
subject to the selection of arisk profile, which defines proportions of the entry
fee that are refundable and placed at risk.
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15 logic discussed above, it is possible to offer a player a substantially
unlimited number of payout ratios for a given event and bet amount,
simply by requiring a predetermined level of total entry fee. In such
embodiments, the player is often not made aware of the secondary entry,
which operates as a background mechgpism. However, it will be
appreciated 20 that the manner in which secondary entries are made

kiown tp fkiyRisds e eFamiaRiehbRXA G EnBMArHetngn kbakasndtdiments,
embodiments, for a given quantum of entry fee, a player may be offered

o enhahBIZME5A3 B RED Br IR Bt SHsee Y 15 Hl2y i Sogaming
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Incentive to place) a reater proportion of that entry fee at risk.
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methods, it will be appreciated that various 30 embodiments of the
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a memory modu| 106 and a communications Interface ). gm r . .
motule S0 LR et A A E e PLatel 5 B A RoIpr St ke, which
which, \Mwb@h ?ﬂgée?&?hpmb ,&saprylri_@%ti@lk@W@QWﬁ' érllfQ?tr:,]@iﬂaﬁfT@gs and/or
various methods,.|ncludin ut not Jimited to one or more o e methods .
oo b G S B LI SR A 1o L b edemption
should lof praeskriiely durios| g6l ensapene etsgroup of

components including one or more of a netwark interface (such as an

EtherneP RAALICELIYE SRR HRINEY ARG IIE ear berard/or

other intgréesrs eanfieiregado allow communication between server 1101

and another processing platform, ports (such as serial or paralle| ports)
for receMﬁﬁ&’H%?&p%ﬁP%Eﬁmﬁ@&%@YﬂNb@l%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ?&i@%@@dﬁ%ﬂe&é‘m by

kexrbeatde] gearinetshaddn pespsise fsdisisasaibosaretd 4t Bl1ovyPiadome

t%n%[)lo%ﬂ’tnrgn?sa %ﬁg a gc%tli%r? b'fb\ggt?iu r(])’cizrlljrs at server 1101, whilst in other
embodiments the allocation of entries occurs at a remote location, for example a
retailer terminal at alocation where entries are sold to players.

FIG. 11C illustrates an embodiment where a server 1101 is coupled to a sales
terminal 1131 and redemption terminal 1141. In some embodiments these are
integrated into asingle terminal.

Asillustrated, terminal 1131 includes a processor 1132, communications
interface 1133 and memory module 1134 (which maintains software instructions
1135). A ticket printer 1136 is aso coupled to processor 1132.

In overview, a player interacts with terminal 1132 to purchase one or more
entriesin relation to a gaming activity. In some embodiments thisis adirect
interaction, whereas in other embodimentsit is an indirect interaction whereby a
terminal operator interacts with terminal 1132 on behalf of the player. The player
provides information regarding the gaming activity in which entries are to be
purchased, risk profiles, and so on. The player also provides an entry fee, optionally in
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15 the context of the present illustrations, this database is shown as being
a single discrete component, in alternate embodiments it is defined by a
plurality of distributed components, optionally including memory modules
of one or more servers such as server 1101. In some embodiments, such
as that of FIG. 11B, a plurality of like erggmilar 20 servers 1101 are
coupled to a common database 1110. For example, servers 1101 are

pigyidad ef distrirskdtionitions! paymant atehaseThbEtpydesiediabetly or
Database 1110 m data indicative of e
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fd)n dmmmerlreﬂamtdemmfs mﬁarmaniems Bérl iabhg frionDabaicoliedtveh e a2

o5 mgre en |e5fdorﬁgrt]gd rt]ca)I aré)oagr)(eérlgqe chaph%e fory the entry fee. In
some EMBAdiments ead ntry is’p a unique entry identifier

(which iAsptmmﬂgwwmfnalvnMﬁngohndeﬁ deteneﬂumm;mhenmnmf

ol R e S 46 o

fle
nes a Ioc c% a p er n respect fa glven en ry €e are provide
]IILdE)n mmmdmlﬂearmmrléﬂﬁm&msmmplagieo [ prestoletildsinglevaiviat, to

B R Al IR A SR A e o i
difewdieeard ddenpfien (ofipeziel eig)d deeiabbsby sodist skl fustaaner 1146 then
bﬁeﬂ\grms aquery process to determine whether the read barcode is indicative of any
winning entries. This, in some cases, requires communications with server 1101.
Prizes and/or refunds are provided to the player where appropriate. 1n some cases
these are provided by cash, and in some cases by way of afurther ticket or other
indication of entitlement that is redeemable for cash or cheque either upon
presentation, or at some predetermined future point in time. In further cases, the player
nominates alocation to which the prize/refund should be delivered, such as a physical
address or bank account. In some cases the player arranges for the prize/refund to be
credited to a specified bank/credit card account.

In some embodiments, redemption is automated. For example, aplayer is
invited to create a user account, this account including details of a bank account to
which prizes/refunds are to be credited, and this crediting occurs automatically.

In some embodiments some or al of the general functionalities of either or
both of terminal 1131 and 1141 are made available to a player via a personal

computing platform, such as a desktop computer, laptop computer, cellular telephone,
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Data indicative of a particular gaming activity to which the entry fee and/or

15 allocated entries relate. Various aspects of this data are received via
interface 1107 and/or defined by server 1101 (for instance, in response to

data received via interface 1107). In some embodiments the allocation of
entries occurs at server 1101, whilst in pther embodiments the allocation

of entries occurs at a remote location, for example a 20 retailer terminal
aPpAqeRiinyduekplentiesharekoidrin. playerse Blich dhbotinserasepl ayers access a
embodiment where a server 1101 is coupled to a sales terminal 1131 an .
R RO R A0 T SO Em Th M e B S Bh oo via
irat echesiitgl énterfadeddr dvsoidi by at adbteagenabl /B[ thebudaavpholoesess

1132, communijcations 25 inteyface 1133 and memory module 1134
AR AR B 20 e S OH 4 BT AR VRGER Dt ther
cembleiinernsppkssns dABAl.oul preprietaryesplayarcinterachensiina esraimalvser-
%;ﬁ%}%rchﬁse one or more entries in relation to a gaming activity. In

S Bithents this is a direct interaction, whereas in other

embodimmestisé esnbodimiérest ente ssciio soldhibotbyi a Gi tey epinvalaohes éftor example
interacts with terminal 1132 on behalf of the player. The player. provide
AT AT S N LA (e RG0S S geample t a
pretah dsedti omshapingjle salas teani od. driuop ledenpisonteritdes) ahnestmyefeases,

o&f errlal lrir|1 -70- ﬁh%f(r){ar%r?f caﬁp orr“clelgctronicécar%oa trrtlwent m Iap§. rThq:or
entry LY 8%8%%9’09 In w%t??/ NS asr?dacc untegtlsb)u ate %y'
tlegagaptenion ope atdodithemt, imyaedissat esrapé Sobdeomt lad basisafi fef o geniotmum
(daily, faor instance). Once the entry fee _has been provided, the player is

T R e e PR RS S 5 VR o v
antidskspoviie thatettte d r I hevallobatomentasetriassier ererdoieecaragdy, be

based on a pro rformed.at terminal. 1131 and. in other cases..

S AR (B P R el DT BTy spenc
biytelr ormabtER pradefiecthvel en bltiRanghl ey chatesin dicaisdoofdheceessaed yisppl y
p&m}ﬁg to a ticket (which might include a receipt) via printer 1136. In
some embodiments this ticket carries a ticket 10 identifier and/or one or
more erfitBidertifinasHtGrrd3p ohditrgtotteapihooatbes datriaterf i tiygegaming
PLESE IS | tion i r .harc
e O SR AR R s e oo g
including the likes of players’ personal terminals, and terminals provided at entry retail

venues). In some embodiments a combination of the two approachesis used.

The approach of FIG. 12A isto provide awebsite 1201 on the Internet for
interfacing the client terminals with the administration server. The approach of FIG.
12B isto provide a connection, such asa VPN connection, over the Internet or another
network (such asaLAN or WAN) 1250 for interfacing the client terminals with the
administration server.

Unless specifically stated otherwise, it should be appreciated that throughout
the specification terms such as "processing,” "computing,” "calculating,"
“determining”, analyzing” or the like, in some embodiments refer to the action and/or
processes of a computer or computing system, or similar electronic computing device,
that manipulate and/or transform data represented as physical, such as electronic,
quantities into other data similarly represented as physical quantities.

In asimilar manner, the term "processor” may refer to any device or portion of
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As illustrated, terminal 1141 includes a processor 1142, communications
interface 1143 and memory module 1144 (which maintains software
instructions 15 1145). A barcode scanner 1146 is also coupled to
processor 1142. In overview, to redeem one or more entries, a player
presents a ticket carrying a barcode from which the relevant identifier (or
identifiers) is derivable by scanner 1146. Scanner 1146 then performs a

Cueleyipeabesgrteastsisioeonitaiher 81, feaoh bagicnds ipdrstcativergftamansform
ntries, This, in cases, ires communications with server

wjnning e om requ \
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predeteMhaneetfuitikgiemtiéscrime herkirtbas, tasomebmipbalieents) maraiesabl e by
a location to which the prize/refund should be delivered, such as a.
VR RLATOES Rl e A CeR SOMPHIC s retle R s e geedeble)
faotiecpntzainedunskt ofuiasituet vad thzin whecibestlted kg @ditoc andreafabiet.
In some embodiments, redemptiop is automated. For example, a player is
o Sy B L) S e e R IR eaD 51 2 Lapion
dessimdof tis ohethrizissiestribad aeeiio. benyr echtedsarhphildeoné diengting a set of
occurs automatically. .30 In,.some bodiments some, or_al] of th neral
T BTSRRI R SRR S 18 e S e e
avelladed. td laup) ayerexiarles ssotyadi ceb prpotssing s item tisat¢hchisdas one or more
desktop computer, laptop computer, cellular telephone, =71- PDA, .gaming__ .
b B e TR O ATt lorenEE i Gkssing
weints idacbaer dgeammeailet DSP ureha$begoroeessiiy syskenpleartyeselagting udska
profiles via lection interface i a web- vie
D SeSRCRL I e HRNF B A AR EO00 (RURr Bowm, A bus
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R S 8 A R S S AR o
esaupisa byia mahxkﬂdfabeexeitﬂ@wnmmm adtﬂhlwtmg_h adisplay may
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control device such as amouse, and so forth. The term memory unit as used herein, if
clear from the context and unless explicitly stated otherwise, also encompasses a
storage system such as adisk drive unit. The processing system in some
configurations may include a sound output device, and a network interface device.
The memory subsystem thus includes a computer-readable carrier medium that carries
computer-readable code (e.g., software) including a set of instructions to cause
performing, when executed by one or more processors, one of more of the methods
described herein. Note that when the method includes several elements, e.g., several
steps, no ordering of such elementsisimplied, unless specifically stated. The software
may reside in the hard disk, or may also reside, completely or at least partialy, within
the RAM and/or within the processor during execution thereof by the computer

system. Thus, the memory and the processor also constitute computer-readable carrier
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spend level, whist online entries are sold on the basis of a second
minimum spend level which is lower than the first level. In some cases
in-store entries can only be purchased in exchange for entry fees that are
integral multiples of the minimum spend 15 level or another predefined
value, although such restrictions do netpgecessarily apply online. FIG.
12A and FIG. 12B illustrate two approaches for interfacing gaming
athetinisiredioy r@mdﬁ@hmfﬂb&ﬁgﬁuﬁ@lity of client terminals 1204

t luding the likes of terminal d ter .
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ragist s ahafor memory transioin 1hat electronic data into other
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spediifpl e stishsftonsieuctkans ihpettbiye any one or more of the methodol ogies
discussed herein.

At least one embodiment of each of the methods described herein isin the form
of acomputer-readable carrier medium carrying a set of instructions (such asa
computer program) that are for execution on one or more processors, (such as one or
more processors that are part of an information system). Thus, as will be appreciated
by those skilled in the art, embodiments of the present invention may be embodied as a
method, an apparatus such as a special purpose apparatus, an apparatus such as a data
processing system, or a computer-readable carrier medium (such as a computer
program product). The computer-readable carrier medium carries computer readable
code including a set of instructions that when executed on one or more processors
cause the processor or processors to implement a method. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of a method, an entirely hardware embodiment, an

entirely software embodiment or an embodiment combining software and hardware
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included. Thus, one example is a typical processing system that includes
one or more processors. Each processor may include one or more of a
CPU, a graphics processing unit, and a programmable DSP unit. The
processing system further may include a memory subsystem including
main RAM and/or a static RAM, and/or ROM. A bus 15 subsystem may be
included for communicating between the components. The processing

sasiectsfUFteemna e dietiintieventiopassingiisy steformitbfaeessaedium (such
coupled by a network. If the processin stem uires a dis such a
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ISl S A et Bt SR oA e BT cante
sm omif snmiel lwotzlign mtmolsmea/sr ngledesdi anunchaultiplé deediae(saokl & a
net ork e The m S thus include
A o R e et AR A b e ore e
(erge psuﬁmvaﬂa)sntimﬁmg:mt dthiestrocticans éoroedisen' it rahsodpevidden to
exe uci)ed tﬁ (gﬂ re pro%% soas one of more of the methods

dEscsEd he? SRR thE LS TREI DG L ALY 8@t

drgstreelvemalf(xtem;unomhyemn@oﬁmerobthamnmﬂmm phddhatrdasse the one or

s%euflcallyé state fe software 30 W reside |n et[rho dﬁ rd d|s r ma

al%0 FeRit €, comr%)te y or PSR partlal?y, wi and in t
thrwprﬂoess@rcdurengrﬂeﬂutmmtutqemahy fbmts)mpmkdmgsbstemt ITrhmed to, non-

th§| ATy ORI BIRESS %né'tsgn “B“ PRS- RRdR SR Rl udes,
-7/3-"medium carrying compu er-rea Ie code urt ermore, a
clomexampleanpiiva ,caageetncakiss) anayrmjmetaaorhtmahdlwes\rol aile media

RS e TR I AN o Ol i B 8 e

rocessor opera e as alone vice or may be cohnecte
rmmﬂ(ed)tesoﬂmepermesand(ﬁpanmummmmwmﬂwmematrmempesara bus

SRR PR P aR L RIS of el or light

Ine In server-user ne enV|r nmen or as a peer macnine in
paevee speleas)ﬂmmeueeateﬁiedmm@ eawlmavaveandThﬁfarae dataeoremunications.

@?@@@@%E@m %Pﬁi@s B%élﬁ‘raép&buﬁg §igtdken BIRLIRR, but not

ersonal
be limited to, solid-state memorles acomputer product embodied in optical and

magnetic media, a medium bearing a propagated signal detectable by at least one
processor of one or more processors and representing a set of instructions that when
executed implement a method, a carrier wave bearing a propagated signal detectable
by at least one processor of the one or more processors and representing the set of
instructions a propagated signal and representing the set of instructions, and a
transmission medium in a network bearing a propagated signal detectable by at least
one processor of the one or more processors and representing the set of instructions.
It will be understood that the steps of methods discussed are performed in one
embodiment by an appropriate processor (or processors) of a processing system (such
as a computer) executing instructions (computer-readable code) stored in storage. It

will also be understood that the invention is not limited to any particular
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10 (PDA), a cellular telephone, a web appliance, a network router, switch
or bridge, or any machine capable of executing a set of instructions
(sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to be taken by that machine.
Note that while some diagrams only show a single processor and a single
memory that carries the computer-readable code, those in the art will
understand that 15 many of the components described above are

inelpidatbroat orobieiigihirahyechnideeciioetant asdev emticio robs derieniblemented
inventive aspect. For example, while only a_single machine is illustrated, .
T LA S S R T 4 o e heein,
CTHecheennbmiaciunkesittaalttneivihaetsutar jorotsarxaicist Cangsetyéasr opaltigiey

sets) of instructions to perform any one or more of the methodologies 20

ed herein. At least one embodiment of each of the methods

described herein is iq_the ferm of a computer-readable carrier medium
, ommengs on o?al aws
carrying a set of instructions (Such as a computer program) that are for

executidni sapp)ne:ic;mdcblnet mﬁm@d@u@mﬂmi bedrlrmmmmweorsefer to
AR SRR S I TR P P SRR RIS AT s i

those s e art, embodi S of the presen

evabodsg driessliati ovethdd, the expardtbial srsudial ans bebpwaial/ pusplgset matter that is
a C . Df Sj [ :
CERAY, BRI S A e o
pirothat §)urdaect omimuadmararza ol esdarexs! udedinnpestites cosapjaeirmatter that is

r I ' ' [ ' h .

i lenE e den i i Lo e S R

S el A wdTidin givy sslopt escohtrasy jsteraeentio s ntis ayerystakgahinépand

of i) W og] . J .

o A e s TR Rl BtBize ow

acptattseRbediorents of the iphessionimayntiemeithelessike thwliementsdctisrdecordance
i as a computer program product on a computer-readable

storage medium) carrying computer-readable program code embodied in

the mediyn. f§gsoftware may further be transmitted or received over a

network via a 5 network interface device or other communications

interfacd rguiirNgheBkR: PFH Ui aPMecesINN iy el etaeApsigners or players
eMRAY BRI RS A e Medivithd BRLeHM nGakfiEh, el Th shaeldhe
taken to include a’single medium or multiple media (such as a_ centralized

oprefetreslitednsaredsesdneilmokisandinias Ch anesrting S&vaety thes tacive

tB%yas the option of risk-free participation while retaining the opportunity to win
prizes, potentially alongside more risky though still modified participation by other
players. Traditional gaming activities, by definition, involve putting money or
valuables at risk, and to that extent the present invention, at least in some preferred
embodiments, does not resemble the operation of traditional gaming activities. Rather,
it modifies traditional gaming and even investing operations and consequently is able
to present the customers or players with new products of arisk-free nature, or with
altered risk/return, risk/chance or risk/cost characteristics, to produce new outcomes
that have not hitherto been available. In these and many other respects, the invention
represents a practical and commercially significant improvement over the prior art.

Although the invention has been described with reference to specific examples,

it will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the invention may be embodied in
many other forms. While there has been described what are believed to be the



one or more sets of instructions. The term "carrier medium" shall also be
taken to 10 include any medium that is capable of storing, encoding or
carrying a set of instructions for execution by one or more of the
processors and that cause the one or more processors to perform any

one or more of the methodologies of thggresent invention. A carrier
medium may take many forms, including but not limited to, non- volatile
npectiarr e et dnedins ahthéanemissicingse sl ddan-welatt evimedidgni ze that

includes, 15 for example, .optical, magnetic disks, and magneto-optical .
R SR e e o TRy VAL R e Ehghe spiri
Tohtrsniseiation) edidi tnslutiesietbaxihl nabllesicboghrages ehdnebélitRianiptis as fall
including the wires that comprise_a bus sybsystem. Transmissign media
O RL P Bt GRS e merely
oepassdedtiie wfgoradidunes bz miay fra (eddl affareiomalityicatip be.adidddar deleted
example, the term "carrier medium™ shall accordingly be taken to include
PR L 70 S e AT A oA ocks
IrBieptcahyabd adtiegnetor detsleal faomedethodedased eg repeigated sigemadi ning
det cta&ilg by at least one processor of one or more processors and

r%ﬁé@e %&%8Tﬁ‘?ﬁ£%&ib%"se‘iﬂ8{1v\/hen executed implement a

method, a carrier wave bearing a propagated signal detectable 25 by at

least one processor of the one or more processors and representing the

set of instructions a propagated signal and representing the set of
instructions, and a transmission medium in a network bearing a

propagated signal detectable by at least one processor of the one or

more processors and representing the set of instructions. It will be

understood that the steps of methods discussed are performed in one 30
embodiment by an appropriate processor (or processors) of a processing
system (such as a computer) executing instructions (computer-readable
code) stored in storage. It will also be understood that the invention is not
limited to any particular -75- implementation or programming technique

and that the invention may be implemented using any appropriate

techniques for implementing the functionality described herein. The

invention is not limited to any particular programming language or

operating system. 5 Comments on Local Laws It is appreciated that

various embodiments described herein include or refer to practices or
subject matter that may be considered as being contrary to local laws in
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various jurisdictions. To the extent that the claims below cover subject
matter that is contrary to the local laws of a particular jurisdiction, the
claims should be interpreted 10 in that jurisdiction in a manner so as to
exclude any practices or subject matter that is indeed contrary to those
local laws. A particular example presenfly considered is Sharia law, which
may adopt a contrary stance to various aspects of gaming and
Ipleatmiet as described herein. However, those skilled in the art will
recognize how certain embodiments of the invention may nevertheless be
implemented in accordance 15 with Sharia law. Conclusions Traditional
gRMINg AGHUHEE NRGRETAIINGBYRIVAESRYRIPIMIRERIYN DRyRIfyRYENgers
their money at risk of loss. The present invention, at least in some of its
pPEUiBdaRneRY Y AR dsahdhednmiordi Wﬁﬁ%%@ﬁ&%@féuch activities
to give %%rmﬁ’z@é%ﬁhﬁaﬁﬂﬁﬁlnr@(rb%fﬂ&% RABISIRZHeR N‘éﬁliiﬁéﬁiéi!ﬂ@%&%
opportunity to win prizes, potentially alongside more risky though still
ShigHRiibn 85 bitds reiEyersl o dhfraa HehprRyeetifed reiyund
deftaiiqandy ebRpheitEaf)RBYdRt orPdr aRlemRY HiekRifkte Abad aXRRt

the present invention, at least in som_eé_)referre embodiments, does not

resemblEtRYIBPet BB B PIAENIOAA 1§ FHY 2 ekite SR AR Oyiried Dy that
pRaiEeariaditiRnbe psaeceRy tha g siinm@perations and

consequently is able to present the customers or players with new

product& BICRLHEK G 8B RIME" SRR PERS A PRRABYISS PraN/ded Ryt player
rdaAst RRASRFIRSISHES P Y Akl pPRaparVaMelepMBEe EnE &Ava dIaN dhiftetie

been available. In these and many other respects, the invention

rEprESGIRLIY Bractical and commercially significant improvement over the

prior art. 30 Although the invention has been described with reference to
specific & xasthmdacabraithdp eoaghgi ra diaveer biy thegtushiitg diritkepeofitbairitiedes a
invention may be e jed in ma ther forms. While there has been
R D DO B oA SRR moociments of he
invention, those skilled in the art will recognize that other and further
ndodificAtionghedpiseraliag o kkaiaicl witieneindee attral tysrhribe gpfiitesonghedes a
meeniieRans thifdp iR el lslichishandassand modifications

as fall within the scope of the invention. For example, any formulae given

above are merely 5 representative of procedures that may be used.
FinctioRul AR PBRONBR P AElch DB IR ERIOLRAgT o el incudes

OlREsAHABE SRBYJPRRERRTRRIFOTh AMPRAEMIGERT3 L &A%l e and Y % of the entry
feeisplaced at risk, wherein X +Y = 100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

5. A method according to claim 1 wherein the plurality of risk profilesincludes a
plurality of risk profiles for which X% of the entry feeis refundable and Y % of the
entry feeis placed at risk, wherein X +Y = 100 and wherein 0 < X < 100.

6. A method according to claim 1 wherein at least one risk profileisdefined in
response to data indicative of aplayer’s selective designation of a proportion of an
entry fee that is to be refundable and/or a complementary proportion of the entry fee
that isto be placed at risk.

7. A method according to claim 1 wherein the risk profile selected by agiven
player affects the relative probability of that player winning a prize in relation to the

gaming activity in exchange for the entry fee provided.
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Steps may be added to or deleted from methods described herein whilst
remaining within the scope of the present invention. -77- CLAIMS 1. A
method for providing a gaming activity wherein a plurality of players
provide respective entry fees, the method including the steps of: defining a
plurality of risk profiles, wherein each rigR profile defines a 5 proportion of
an entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined refund

cgteria anchelestzptempngacyduionariiveref thiece it thal éstethiogd given
risk: receiving, for egch player, data indicative of the entry fee proyided b
L m NI SE e AP R [PV LG 15 LRy
pleyerovidébe basis of the entry fee provided by that player 10 and the

risk profile selected by that player, one or more entries in relation to the

R ro e A AR L e 1O RO R e bayer s

reflnodteol e (Bedeteratiad avoweting eotcrain exahangdiaehe pledel@ybheskntry fee,

oy . ; ; ; : _
D A B S A 0 I
piosfiles saTia pesseterminadoenr Skep mpfieseiorthitst Xisk of ofiteslefipdes gseater

r Y9 t 150 sk nX+Yg :
R e A S GA R Al BB b T R N e
plurality of risk profiles includes a 20 plurality of risk profiles for which X%
otlhe eftpPeOTsaRSRIALEbIR GAEMOXBERE thahymber it atipsfed toa
V%ﬁ';?éﬁi é%é‘r?‘éFeﬂa&)&jQBQ WRIBIR Brirade 1) ororf baral h e RECAMR) Bt prize
claim 1 wherein at least one risk profile is defined in response to data

im9Rlative of a player's selective designation of a proportion of an entry
fee that is to be refundable and/or a complementary proportion of the

entry fe@ ettt dsdordiagriacta ratitskhérefmethoshiagasi dingdoatiedaet to a
wherein the risk profile selected by a given player affects the relative
p%‘@o‘?’@f%f' ﬁﬁﬁgﬁ&'@m@rﬁ&?&?ﬁ??ﬁ%n to the gaming activity

in exchange for the entry fee provide@pl-azerS-: kA + B

wherein Eyae IS the number of entries allocated to a particular player in exchange for
the entry fee provided by that player, A is a parameter related to the contribution made
by or on behalf of that player to the prize pool, B is an adjustment factor, and kisa
proportionality factor selected such that the allocation of entries follows a
predetermined risk/chance favouritism protocol.

12. A method according to claim 11 wherein 0.01 < k < 100.
13. A method according to claim 11 wherein 1 < k < 100.
14. A method according to claim 11 wherein k> 1.

15. A method according to claim 11 wherein k= 1.

16. A method according to claim 1 wherein the risk profile selected by a given
player affects the quantum of entry fee in exchange for which a predetermined number
of entriesis alocated.
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8. A method according to claim 1 wherein the risk profile selected by a

given player affects the number of entries allocated to that player in

exchange for the entry fee provided. 9. A method according to claim 1

wherein, for a first risk profile, a given player is 5 allocated a

predetermined number of entries in excignge for a predetermined entry

fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is allocated an increased
nymbermhmnmd@frdﬁﬁga@ml@jmqmmmedr%rﬁrwfﬁekwimn@ratgaéim ayeris

T S T
venelréor tneadumm Insk @f@fml%gw@cptaybmm 3agecingtape pctitiaiea ted
a co tribution ma or on behalf of that er to.a pri 0
6 S BT o A P o S P Rt
gwehlpka@fmes algtesraipeopactondinthecetivey fileemida Srefapdeistdorniiid with
V(( ereln E g(ter Isfétl:]e number of entries allocated to a particular player in
RE ‘?ry fee provided by that player, A is a parameter

related to the contribution made by or on behalf of that player to the prize
pbdl, B A anethafliatansdingitost sbnd kviketel ptbpdﬁlowﬂitiefazta@t@blwm@ﬂven

t f I
B A T A AT
<ekchae.fa3haanicyied prevodeihg to claim 11 wherein 1 < k < 100. 14. A
method according to claim 11 wherein k > 1. 15. A method according to

cigm LIAWRGFRIA & cordi A§ 1\ TBRHO N AGPRIFAE 49i Féﬁﬁ@kleblFFPée@g‘i%n pI ayeris

risk profile selected by a given 25 player affects the guantum of entry

iR REAAH G 2R R0 HER (eAHRSEXREhADeSs for %Hfﬁ@@%ﬂ@gﬁétﬂy fee and,
-18 ddecBrid BERASH PR EHIGEFPPRER i & ABNEIS R Q! i e lpHgPARB®dM value in

given player is allocated a predetermined number of entries in exchange

fEXEBRERERE hR TR RIRFEE MR SinalsacHhE SR SRRONY YRR S Oreater
PiRietHE RHQGRIBE tRI SATBRIPRRatRETi B ot BT RERNFREdasgSS tion of the

than the predetermlned entry fee, wherein the first risk 5 profile defines a

oFelaYehes b Er usaRlesrpREdMAindhe ferRRB K AR Fed with

20. A method according to claim 1 including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;

awarding prizes to the players to whom winning entries were allocated in
accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol; and

for each player who selected arisk profile for which a non-zero proportion of

the entry fee is refundable, refunding the refundable proportion of the entry fee.

21. A method according to claim 20 wherein awarding the prizes includes making
the prizes available for collection by or on behalf to the players to whom winning

entries were allocated.

22. A method according to claim 20 wherein, for a given player, refunding the
refundable proportion of the entry fee includes making the refundable proportion of the
entry fee available for collection by or on behalf of that players.

23. A method according to claim 20 wherein the step of refunding the refundable

proportion of the entry fee includes, for at |east one player:
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the second risk profile. 18. A method according to claim 1 wherein the risk
profile selected by a given player affects one or more characteristics of a
prize winnable by that player in exchange for the entry fee provided. 10
19. A method according to claim 1 wherein, for a first risk profile, a given
player is able to win a prize having a figgl value in exchange for a
predetermined entry fee, and, for a second risk profile, a given player is

able to \wei i myieee hefvingabl 6 poetish\ail e ientex feage feadhsamamne subsequent
predetermined entry fee, wherein the second value is greater than the
VA T AR A TR PO E LA M6 oreater proportion of

the 15 entisafier) thahisadbanoaiiplcympmed witdletdesomektisiopofiles

20. A method according.to.claim 1 including the steps of: identifying one
PR Y LD o) e P R o RO B SHEREs r0 e
players to whom winning entries were allocated in accordance with a
peddeteningtbodransatidinibictid i pradubicrantitte fep ehcH phalirg thioefundable

S i rofi ' - lop of the entry fee is
e e R iy fec. 21, A
method v ngtigeteetintiabbopatisieiel ety eaepaisdsshaciedentry feein
nakingh m%gﬂ' ié%prl'ﬁ.é) R|ggtion by or on behalf to the players to
Wﬁ B?rﬁrles ere ”50&

om winning cated. 25 22. A method according to claim
20 wherdincing igivied ah lepsl onefpiayRigPieOTBTOIECRIbIEDHO e Alicm &3 the

, . : ¢
:%gco le rt?griﬁ}lﬁ)})g (F)I:ri%)rgl ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂ%@@ﬁz%ﬁﬁn%%;;

according to claim 20 wherein the step of refunding the refundable
pfSportibrTtiee asreydee iﬁ&lﬁﬂ@b@%ﬂ%@%ﬁéh%ﬁgﬁﬁ@gyew a0 BefRigly isa
t@@ﬁﬁﬁ@%ﬁblﬁ}/ﬁ?&%b@fbﬂhﬁ PRtRoieeasT dhiprstiaRA 24 a subsequent

entry fee in relation to a subsequent_gar_ning a(_:tivity; and allocating to the
chiming QT RO e P AT CEULA R s, 5 24, A method
accordingetni tjaig) 253 edobreit jesstemed uiwndimipthanietimodelrgponding to
R TR 5 e By T i e, oo e
i aprimary contribution amount comprising the proportion of the entry
feethat is placed at risk, less any predefined deductions; and
ii. a supplementary contribution amount;
combining the total contribution amounts of the respective entry feesto form a
prize pool;
identifying one or more winning entries,
distributing the prize pool among the players to whom winning entries were
allocated in accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol.

27. A method according to claim 26 wherein, for agiven entry fee, the
supplementary contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from one or
more sources selected from a group comprising:

an investment return derived by subjecting at |east a proportion of that entry fee
to an investment procedure for a period of time;

an operator contribution; and

athird-party contribution.
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relation to a subsequent gaming activity; allocating to the at least one
player one or more entries in relation to the 10 subsequent gaming
activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee. 25. A method according
to claim 23 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a gaming activity
provided by a method according to claig123. 26. A method according to
claim 1 including the steps of: identifying, for each entry fee, a total
ceitributionesinod wctoirgsros ding2ewherdia fentagieen therydi@d, the
contribution amount including: i. @ primary contribution amount ¢ rising
(FURIGEIaRY SPHTAOLie) FEetHEAou SadPlo ALemault R Hrddistan
dedestios;retginiderisep e subjdaing anlicit hpnapadontoC trtening féeeto an
total contribution amqunts of the respective entry fees to form a 20 prize
d&{ﬁ&%f‘i}fﬂ&e@r&%@n@cﬂ% '\%i?‘fﬂ Sntries; distributing the prize pool

among the players to whom winning entries were allocated in accordance

with a p@edﬁénﬂimrpii@t_disldbmﬂidnqndimmem ohethod according

0 C'a'mia&%}/nm 'Bnéodr?r%'?’e‘%xg RRRY i &?&%ﬁ%‘?ﬁ%&%ﬁ :

contribution amount corresponds to an amount derived from one or more
sourcespsevkdied doidenpgab fipr chstpriging: aadovsiamne nt e auphedetévesined prize
pér{béc}é%lgr@?grrg{%gegr}iog of%ﬁggr[hgperatﬁ@%%nﬁ&rﬂﬁﬁ%wgé 3& a rHIIocated,
third-pareeabiyinguaioudistr Reechoergtbdl doepritageol claim 26 wherein,

¢ . o

ora 9"’.%0&[!5% 5?%3%% rﬁg&BﬁﬁH?F&Fﬂ% GH&EHHHE@ JBGHAJ%HHBF% | to

to an amount derive investment return y subjecting at
| geseigrapiiesinahegleintry fee to an investment procedure for a

beriod ol h D ESRABRERIE LT LR T bl 18 1hE iARR
identifying (I)ne or more winnin _enﬁr{lg_s for téé?g%ml? g activity; prlo_vi_ Ing a
pigke Pt RBGRSIvNIRSIZePaeCHY del Alteniiif sUbred sest Bk DaRtiyity .
distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were
afiocatefl; method according to claim 29 wherein the subsequent gaming activity isa

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 29.

31. A method according to claim 1 wherein the step of allocating to each player
one or more entries includes, for agiven player:

for the proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk, allocating to the player a
primary entry, whereby in the case that the primary entry is identified as a winning
entry aprimary prize is awarded to the player;

for the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable, allocating to the player one
or more secondary entries, whereby in the case that one of the secondary entries is
identified as awinning entry a secondary prize is awarded to the player.

32. A method according to claim 31 wherein the primary entry has an associated
payout ratio, and the primary prize is awarded to the player based on the proportion of
the entry fee that is placed at risk and the payout ratio.

33. A method according to claim 31 wherein, in the case that the primary entry is

identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is not identified as a winning entry.
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identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool; 10 investing at least a
proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to generate an
investment return; adding an amount corresponding to at least a

proportion of the investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation

to a subsequent gaming activity. 30. A grethod according to claim 29

wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a 15 gaming activity provided

bgsa metharthodeisiogliitga@itzia® 33 vifere atho thaeeesding tieegamedy entry is

RGeS B RGP Tor 1 RSN Urie R b aoming enty.
pdackethat &iskyerllplegiin éoionthenp ien-aeler nayra oiryf Wiecsapy fieetisarefundable

case that t rimary entry is identified as a winning 20 entry a primary
B R AR HRS 5 16r THEBHBORISR of the enty fee hat 1

refundable, allocating to the player one or more secondary entries,
wiTerebimeteodzassarding e abéithe3 s écdndny thatsiepsisf identified as a

winning epir @q%ﬂf ] |'§' ?ézvarded to the player. 32. A method
accordir?eg‘;ilp t'%@%%l w e?gﬁﬁ?e primary entry has an associated 25
payout riithnead ahewiramesnonsino-wat dewstta pheppraperdiabe duppl reentary

r try. & .Iis placed at risk and the payout ratio. 33. A
%@:ﬁ@i %%g(%ﬁﬁf(ﬁél%g g%g\tilherein, in the case that the primary entry
is identrfdndina iwiensdh gl ayerythther ceadinl tbaeyiiy frsttivrinsifiefurndsoble;
winning eQtey, 8- fng t | : 1N : :
case T D L M e i prce
sdistHaaignapretoroidemonest dephayiersig whaiy véoohegnsecansiderepttgemvere
f%nm_a non-zero proportion of the entry fee is refundable wins one of
the primary prize or the secondary prize. 5 35. A method according to
claim 31 including the steps of: deriving supplementary income; adding

a3PamolnlEHIREKSREAHPO S196R SPARIB B HEH\GRe-IRR| SRIERHEH G Me
ITROMRLABRREPEGRIER APRpBHIH RGP RS RayeHRaRIGRYTR_dUre to

of the entry fee that is refundable; 10 distributing the secondary prize pool,
iQ%@F‘ﬁ%ﬂ%%ﬁﬁ‘@%’é@@f@?ﬂﬂﬁ%fBFfEbOfcﬁQtHW@ﬁ‘cSPPB%%&-, amongst

the players to whom winning secondary entries were
37. A method for providing agaming activity wherein a plurality of players

provide respective entry fees, the method including the steps of

defining arisk profile, the risk profile defining a non-zero proportion of an
entry fee that is refundable on the basis of predetermined refund criteriaand a
complementary proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk;

receiving, for each player, dataindicative of the entry fee provided by that
player; and

allocating to each player, on the basis of the entry fee provided by that player

and therisk profile, one or more entries in relation to the gaming activity.

38. A method according to claim 37 wherein, for the risk profile, X% of the entry
feeisrefundable and Y% of the entry feeis placed at risk, wherein X +Y =100 and
wherein 0 < X < 100.

39. A method according to claim 37 including the steps of:

identifying one or more winning entries for the gaming activity;
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allocated. 36. A method according to claim 35 wherein deriving
supplementary income includes subjecting at least a proportion of the
entry fees to an investment procedure to 15 generate supplementary
income in the form of an investment return. 37. A method for providing a
gaming activity wherein a plurality of plggers provide respective entry
fees, the method including the steps of: defining a risk profile, the risk
profile dafinitigg preserthpisppation oftm anty igetidd svied e tbaatedin

the basis of predetermined refund criteria and a 20 complementary

PR AN B HIEE 2 HACA A PSR Yor each player,
data indioatisichql Hyer avitty Seecradwicekl irpfihafoplayiah andrattecsatingdetion of
each player, on the is of the entry fee proyigded by that player and the
TR BB R SR e Do mos B R ot
method according to claim 37 wherein, for the risk profile, X% of the entry
fd@.is refumdtiind acndrdivigdbtblel endy iderie plhestEaiofiskl untieg:thexefuridable

DA SIREERR FesliRchils r AR AR EGEORING (o Claim 37

n / :
Ing the steps ntifying one or more winning entries for the

gaming egfiiing ties-chndaiiegpritssofdtiteepiyiesapaiiiessh parh ofraysubsequent
entrj i r i -edetermined prize
dﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%@%@@%}%@%a% a;/{ﬂgqv?%gﬁ selected a risk profile for

which aahloeatiaptpibgeiteasbongpl araipheoisnefaaaiss e midindotte
fé.fhég%@ﬁ‘t IQQ: . Hég{[l Ing to claim

39 wherein %%%Hs% p%%ﬁ@%ﬁ%%g%é Lr;f]ﬂ a%fe p %%ﬂt)%ﬁgﬁ[ of the entry

fee includes, for at least one player: defining the refundable portion of the

eftry fe SREHIE A6 pHAINE1E Javacfusher @RT)ErEERPtEriHad g the refundable
SHIZRRAUSAbORE B T iciaties AN i REBEoRkIBREANE player one or

more entries in relation to the 10 subsequent gaming activity in exchange

. : ge.
for the SIfASRGALMR EhiRFRBLS BATIRHMAEHISPACK dFSiARASHAZRANETY RRrEss In
tha iR ©f delieiethgarafgeablayproportion of the entry fee includes,

for at least one player: defining the refundable portion of the entry fee as a
Subseq@gﬁp@m@t%t@%@t least one player one or more entries in relation to the

subsequent gaming activity in exchange for the subsequent entry fee.

42. A method according to claim 40 wherein the subsequent gaming activity isa

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 40 or claim 41.

43. A method according to claim 37 including the steps of:

identifying, for each entry fee, atotal contribution amount corresponding to
that entry fee, the total contribution amount including:

i aprimary contribution amount comprising the proportion of the entry

feethat is placed at risk, less any predefined deductions; and

ii. a supplementary contribution amount;

combining the total contribution amounts of the respective entry feesto form a
prize pool;

identifying one or more winning entries;

distributing the prize pool among the players to whom winning entries were

allocated in accordance with a predetermined prize distribution protocol.
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relation to a subsequent gaming activity; 15 allocating to the at least one
player one or more entries in relation to the subsequent gaming activity in
exchange for the subsequent entry fee. 42. A method according to claim
40 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a gaming activity provided
by a method according to claim 40 or ckdm 41. 43. A method according to
claim 37 including the steps of: 20 identifying, for each entry fee, a total
comtributionesinod wot o@irgsros dingd®whereetior fegivibedaigl feenthibution

amoynt including: i..a primary contribution amount comprisjng th

PR arR e it kienondhie A ey dretestuom one o
dedretionsessd ditedSupplem@uacpepritihgtion amount; 25 combining

the total contribution amounts.of the respective entry fees to farm rize

pool: idGPIRNFTBRE ERHBASNGHR SRS R AR AR iAo B e fee
aman@niretpiayepsocesivine fonvdpeingietieewere allocated in accordance

with a predetermined prize.distribution protocol. -84- 44. A method

accordir?B YA %‘&)h@é’.ﬁ, ?B#a given entry fee, the supplementary
contribusichirarpatiynicontrigspionds to an amount derived from one or more
sources selected from a group comprising: an investment return derived

by-subjecti : o] h ALY - ' tment
p%g'ced 3&%@%%?%@ c@ imé@#%@%ﬁﬁéﬁgﬂ%ﬁ %ﬂté? \ﬁﬁ%%party
caipliemintary SoNt ik ihol et negr esnsiadis ta inersesint, dei wedifromery

B R B R S o an

proysstmentaT aeedeistipiedes echolriiestment procedure for a period of
time. 46. A method according to claim 37 including the steps of:

idl%(‘tifyiﬂ%%ﬁdaraﬁwr%ﬁWMB&i%‘@iﬁde#@ gRatBesRFLIvity; providing a
prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined prize 15

distributi8FBFStB NS ALAGES WEIRG SR ESIPITRERRRING EHMBS were

allocategoviding a prize pool for distribution in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol amongst the players to whom winning entries were allocated;
identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool;
investing at least a proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to
generate an investment return;
adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of the
investment return to a subsequent prize pool in relation to a subsequent gaming

activity.

47. A method according to claim 46 wherein the subsequent gaming activity isa

gaming activity provided by a method according to claim 46.

48. A method according to claim 37 wherein the step of allocating to each player
one or more entries includes, for agiven player:

for the proportion of the entry fee that is placed at risk, allocating to the player a
primary entry, whereby in the case that the primary entry is identified as a winning

entry aprimary prizeis awarded to the player;
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identifying an undistributed portion of the prize pool; investing at least a
proportion of the undistributed portion of the prize pool to generate an
investment return; adding an amount having a value corresponding to at

least a proportion of the 20 investment return to a subsequent prize pool

in relation to a subsequent gaming actgsty. 47. A method according to

claim 46 wherein the subsequent gaming activity is a gaming activity

providest liyegproptinvonasicoreemgriof edainat46 réBindahetlandoatiegrtbnbdplayer one

claim 37 wherejn the step of allocating, to each player 25 one or mare .
R s Gt e e R
isdeiatitetiaisriak miiogasingy @ stwmiase pizersaaty duilty, tdslegley. in the

case that the primary entry is identified as a winning entry a primary prize

Rk AR e L
wiay aelb yaiiho-and &se i eneoy profec aveas dedi ko yhemiaysribagdmifidng progortion of

G PRI RERERNAREeIRANEEGRL G dng Plaver. 49. A method

gioc wherein the pri entry has an associated 5
é/OUt ratio, and the primary prize is awarded to the player based on the

f,? portiOresther asaarriae helei S 4 MeEr Rk ARRIGHE el iR PEBATENNY is
MGROHRCEOAHSHIAGERITY ShadResRitirdie, GaRENEHSREDA RRRY entry.

is identified as a winning entry, the secondary entry is not identified as a
winning entry, 51. A method according to claim 37 wherein, |n the case .
{2 tho/rEEgPLARe G 1o A ASKE S U e o8 eF ipuprimary entry is
sReCiaidatiyi ety dsvickeiidiectas tedangapntivtrysist b elglyanvimanss entry,
for whpm a non-zero proportion of the entry fee is refundable wjns one, of

L S LT bR O € PO OFIE TEernire) Lfelable
i mstnei oD tHespaieRs it Adasivingssopday @ntasy income; 15 adding an

amount having favalue corresponding to gt least a propo.rtion of the
o rop o e B T YRS e SRR e P
secondalgriptipspppleinea@tyidena®;with a predetermined prize
adding an amount having a value corresponding to at least a proportion of the
supplementary income to a secondary prize pool;
refunding to each player the proportion of the entry fee that is refundable;
distributing the secondary prize pool, in accordance with a predetermined prize
distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary entries were

allocated.

53. A method according to claim 52 wherein deriving supplementary income
includes subjecting at least a proportion of the entry fees to an investment procedure to

generate supplementary income in the form of an investment return.

54. A system for providing a gaming activity wherein a plurality of players provide
respective entry fees, the system including a processor configured to carry out a

method of providing a gaming activity according to any one of claims 1 to 53.



distribution protocol, amongst the players to whom winning secondary
entries were 20 allocated. 53. A method according to claim 52 wherein
deriving supplementary income includes subjecting at least a proportion

of the entry fees to an investment procedure to generate supplementary
income in the form of an investment retggn. 54. A system for providing a
gaming activity wherein a plurality of players provide 25 respective entry
faas the sysipinénebadiieccaroaasedienbigyred desatynstitiet onsthetwhen

rov idjn amln activit accordln 0 any one of claims 1 to 53. -86-
BeRATH Y RE R TS B % A AR PSRRI Ryt &

whethoemcpumbmgmnﬂ mgmml@mdﬁngaum)thmeoem mereto 53.
processors to carry out a method of providing a gaming activity according

to any one of claims 1 to 53.





