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ling a multi-stage process The process comprises
F multiple first stage processes for producing an
intermediate product from a feed, and multiple
further stage processes for producing an end-
product from the intermediate products The first
stage processes comprise multiple intermediate
processes and the further stage processes com-
prise multiple end processes for producing the
end product An intermediate controller controls
the first stage processes in response to one or
more product properties of the end product EP
and a further controller FC controls the further
stage processes in response to the product prop-
erties of the intermediate product The multi
-stage process further comprises the step of as-
signing process values to each of the end pro-
cesses and the intermediate processes The inter-
mediate controller IC controls operation of the
intermediate processes to optimize the overall
process value for producing the end product
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