METHOD FOR PURI FYI NG POLYMETHYLOLS Abstract The present invention relates to a
process for distilling an aqueous plynethylol m xture which conprises a

pol ymet hyl ol of the formula (1) [err] in which each Ris independently a
further nethylol group or an al kyl group having 1 to 12 carbon atons of an
aryl or aral kyl group having 6 to 22 carbon atons, a tertiary am ne, water and
the adduct of tertiary amne and tom c acid(am ne fumate), which conprises
performng the distillation in a distillation colum which is connected at the
bottomto an evaporator, the bottom tenperatagre bei ng above the evaporation
tenperature of the nonoester of formc acid and pol ynet hyl ol (pol ynmet hyl ol

furmate) which forWs @G PRGVBIFENAACAYMBHY L Phe present invention further

relates to a conposition conprising polynmethylol and 1 to 10 000 ppm by
wei ght of pol ynet mpk@dctf ormate, and to the use thereof. No suitabl e draw ngs.

5  The present invention relates to a process for distilling an aqueous polymethylol
mixiure which comprises a polymethylol of the formula ()

(HOCH,)— C —R, (1)

10 inwhich each R is Incependently a further meathylol group or an alkyl group having 1 to
22 carbon atoms or an aryl or aralky] group having 6 fo 22 carbon atoms, a tertiary
amine, water and the adduct of tertiary amine and formic acid {amine formate), which
comprises performing the disfillation In a distillation ealumn which is connected at the
bottom to an evaporator, the bottom lemperature being above the evaporation

15 temperature of the moncester of formic acid and polymethylol {polymethylol formate)
which forms during distillation. The present invention further relates to a composition

comprising polymethylal and 1 to 10 000 ppm by weight of polymethyiol formate, and to
the use thereof.

No suitable drawings



