| RIAD SWNG OPEN PACKET OF Cl GARETTES TECHNI CAL FI ELD The present
invention relates to a rigid swing-open 5 packet of cigarettes. BACKGROUND
ART Rigid, hinged-lid packets of cigarettes are currently the nost w dely
mar ket ed, by being easy to produce, pr@actical and easy to use, and by
effectively 10 protecting the cigarettes inside. In addition to rigid,

hi nged-1id packets of ~cigarettes, rigid slide-open or sw ng-open packets
of cigarettes have been proposed conprising two containers, one inserted
in partly removabl e mawAe dinsidRIAe QN dmRiherEyords, a rigid
sl i de-open or sw ng-open packet of cigarettes conprises a first container
housing a group of cigarettes, and in turn housed |nS|de a second
container to nove, with respect to the second container, between a cl osed
position, iTEwdmTtrt herfipst 20 container is inserted inside the second
container, and an open position, in which the first container is
extracted from ttes seconehconhaenei on Thelaveeneat aotitthd shiinhgtopent ai ner
with respect to the second container nay be either a straight (slide-open)
movenents, apaekes ebtaiganattésw ng- open) novenent about a hinge
connecting the two containers. A nunber of enbodinments of rigid, straight

slide- operBMAtRRYUNDBIART garettes are described in FR2499947A1, 2
Rigid, hinged-1id packets of <cigarettes are

currently the most widely marketed, by being easy to
produce, practical and easy to use, and by effectively
10 protecting the cigarettes inside.

In addition to 1rigid, hinged-lid packets of
cigarettes, rigid slide-open or swing-open packets of
cigarettes have been proposed comprising two containers,
one inserted in partly removable manner inside the

15 other. In other words, a rigid slide-open or swing-open
packet of cigarettes comprises a first container housing
a group of cigarettes, and in turn heoused inside a
second container to move, with respect to the second
container, between a closed position, in which the first

20 container is inserted inside the second container, and
an open position, in which the first container is
extracted from the second container. The movement of the
first container with respect to the second container may
be either a straight (slide-open) movement, or a

25 rotational (swing-open) movement about a hinge
connecting the two containers.

A number of embodiments of rigid, straight slide-

open packets of cigarettes are described in FR24998%47A1,




US4534463A1 and US5080227A1, and one enbodi ment of a rigid, sw ng-open
packet of cigarettes is described in W?2006021581. Known rigid sw ng-open
packets of cigarettes, 5 however, have various drawbacks, by being
conplicated and expensive to produce, sand relatively conplicated to open.
DI SCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION It is an object of the present invention to
provide 10 a rigid sw ng-open packet of cigarettes designed to elimnate
t he af orenenti oned drawbacks, and which, in particular, is cheap and easy
to produce.;ceor s g1 t QiNeyB568680 7Y ENUAPN onlNeERLbimPROVigtedaa i gi d
SW ng- open packet of cigarettes as 15 clained in the acconpanying C ains.
BRI EF DESCRH£J1 N @ﬁiiﬁlleoPBAW;M@&e‘h nsHrber gaf-efeBsl 118 tdageenbadi aant s of
the present 1nvention will be described by way of exanple with reference
to the acconpanyébd@lsigawi ngs, in which: 20 Figure 1 shows a view in
perspective of a rigid, sw ng-open packet of cigarettes in accordance with
the present invmwoon; rEgfdr e sZiskhowpea vippwhat perspectivereftehe Figure
1 packet of cigarettes in a fully open configuration; 25 Figure 3 shows a
front visew hawevepar tevicenmpyetotor draviaals, obyt leiFiqurenplpgaked of
cigarettes in a partly open configuration; Figure 4 shows a plan view of a

bl ank froma#i cexpengive to produce, and relatively complicated to
open.

DISCLCSURE OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide
10 a rigid swing-open packet of cigarettes designed to
eliminate the aforementioned drawbacks, and which, in
particular, is cheap and easy to produce.
According to the present invention, there 1is
provided a rigid swing-open packet of cigarettes as
15 claimed in the accompanying Claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A number of non-limiting embodiments cf the present
invention will be described by way of example with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

20 Figure 1 shows a view in perspective of a rigid,
swing-open packet of cigarettes in accordance with the
present invention;

Figure 2 shows a view in perspective of the Figure
1 packet of cigarettes in a fully open configuration;

25 Figure 3 shows & front view, with parts removed for
clarity, of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a
partly open configuration:

Figure 4 shows a plan view of a blank from which to




forman inner container of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes; Figure 5
shows a plan view of a blank fromwhich to forman outer container of the
Figure 1 packet of 5 cigarettes; Figure 6 shows a view in perspective of a
different enbodiment of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a fully open
configuration; Figure 7 shows a front view, wth parts renoved for 10
clarity, of the Figure 6 packet of cigarettes in a partly open
configuration; Figure 8 shows a plan view of a blank fromwhich to forman

i nner cont f the Eigu et _of i gas. ; 115 _FEl e 9-shows a
pl an vieM/g?ﬂggb%%hklngﬁlmé?%ﬁa?§8§f0?§1dﬁﬁ%uﬁégh%%%téinggb%gkthngigure 6
packet of dﬁéﬁ%?ﬁéé?é Figure 10 shows a view in perspective of a further

t

enbodi ment of e Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a 20 fully open
configuration; g Bl Shaws 2 Jrantvd@Ww s W thl Pakt sréempnedn £or

clarity, of a variation of the Figure 6 packet of <cigarettes in a partly
open confi clgrat | am; bBugere d3dnshowera Pfancivd ewicfure bllankatkem whfch 25
to forman outer container of the Figure 11 packet of cigarettes; Figures
13 and (4 showrdemresgriations of the Figure 12 blank to forman outer
container wth rounded 4
Figure 6 shows a view in perspective of a different
embodiment of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes in a
fully open configuration;
Figure 7 shows a front view, with parts removed for
10 clarity, of the Figure 6 packet of cigarettes in a
partly open configuration;
Figure 8 shows a plan view of a blank from which to
form an inner container of the Figure 6 packet of
cigarettes;
15 Figure 9 shows a plan view of a blank from which to
form an outer container of the Figure 6 packet of
cigarettes;
Figure 10 shows a view in perspective of a further
embodiment of the Figure 1 packet of cigarettes 1in a
20 fully open configuration;
Figure 11 shows a front view, with parts removed
for clarity, of a wvariation of the Figure 6 packet of
cigarettes in a partly open configuration;
Figure 12 shows a plan view of a blank from which
25 to form an outer container of the Figure 11 packet of
cigarettes;

Figures 13 and 14 show two variations of the Figure

12 blank to form an outer container with rounded




| ongi tudi nal edges; Figure 15 shows a variation of the Figure 12 blank to
forman outer container with bevelled | ongitudinal edges; 5 Figures 16-19
show pl an views of various enbodinents of a blank fromwhich to form an
inner container of the Figure 11 packet of cigarettes; Figure 20 shows a
variation of the Figure 16 blank to forman inner container with rounded

| ongi tudinal 10 edges; Figure 21 shows a variation of the Figure 16 bl ank
to forman inner container with bevelled | ongitudi nal edges. PREFERRED
EMBODI MENTS, OF THR1{ Ehgé§gg}5 Nunmber 1 in Figure 1 indicates as a whole a
rigid sw ng-open packet of cigarettes. The Figure 1 packet 1 of cigarettes
conprises two Of0uPSe 21 9f sRbgar at kRS iEeRlon UYe shown; gehemabi sakhy in
Figure 2); two rigid, parallel epi ped-shaped inner 20 containers 3, each
housi ng a gft®uUEoZmofarci gatett esonttdthed wighd beparalde! epnpedushaped out er
contai ner 4 housing inner containers 3. Each group 2 of cigarettes is
preferably edagpped in a sheet of foil packing material having a tear-off
top portion to permt renoval of the 25 cigarettes. Each inner container 3
is hingéd to outBrgwoss ai neg—1% atslevhi ngéatd t ieotsat eofwi t Haréspéct to
outer container 4, between a closed position (Figure 1), in 5

embodiments of a blank from whic o form an inner
container of the Figure 11 packet of cigarettes;
Figure 20 shows a variation of the Figure 16 blank
to form an inner container with rounded longitudinal
10 edges;
Figure 21 shows a variation of the Figure 16 blank
to form an inner container with bevelled longitudinal
edges.

PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

15 Number 1 in Figure 1 indicates as a whole a rigid
swing-open packet of cigarettes.

The Figure 1 packet I of cigarettes comprises two
groups 2 of cigarettes (only one shown schematically in
Figure 2); two rigid, ©parallelepiped-shaped inner

20 containers 3, each housing a group 2 of cigarettes; and
a rigid, parallelepiped-shaped outer container 4 hcusing
inner containers 3. Each group 2 of cigarettes is
preferably wrapped in a sheet of foil packing material
having a tear-off top portion to permit removal of the

25 cigarettes.

Each inner container 3 is hinged to outer container
4 at a hinge 14 to rotate, with respect to outer

container 4, between a closed position (Figure 1), in




whi ch inner container 3 is fully inserted inside outer container 4, and an
open position (Figure 2), in which inner container 3 is partly extracted
fromouter container 4 to allow access to group 2 of cigarettes. 5 Each
inner container 3 is parallelepiped- and cup- shaped, and has an open top
end 5 fromwhich the cigarettes are withdrawn; a bottomwall 6 opposite
open top end 5; a front wall 7; a rear wall 8 opposite and parallel to
front wall 7; and two opposite parallel 10 lateral walls 9. Quter

cont ai ner 4, g4l 303" 8l cl.spineds shapgdy 1,84 Jas 2y 1 9p- YLl o402 bottom

wal | 11 opposiie an ara wa two opposite para

lateral walls:12,c2nd twe OPRPSELEL OPBR;:kaLET Alrignds 13, t DroUgRCAS each

of which an inner container 3 1s extracted fromor 1inserted into outer

container 4ijmtp thenPREAOr 6l 0sed pOsilty) onekesheesdvekyomEashterner
container 3 is hinged to outer container 4 by a hinge 14 | ocated between

an edge of beitameald 6o 2016f hovesscoataraep 3 andcagaedgeesf bottom
wal | 11 of outer container 4 at a respective open lateral end 13 of outer
container 4. |n Baghtefeneedcenbadnerent3, regramalleBepipe@dechandontipiner 3 i s
| ower than front wall 7, so that, in the 25 closed position, front wall 7
cl oses respsrapyd, operd | dteer alanendpred ofoputerdcont firner #hdedpl shel y, and
rotation of inner container 3 about hinge 14 and with respect to outer
cont ai ner 4cigarRktespruedvbyhigarniale pttom wall & opposite open

top end 5; a front wall 7; a rear wall 8 opposite and
parallel to front wall 7; and two opposite parallel
10 lateral walls 2.

Quter container 4 is also parallelepiped-shaped,
and has a top wall 10; a bottom wall 11 opposite and
parallel to top wall 10; two opposite parallel lateral
walls 12; and two opposite open lateral ends 13, through

15 each of which an inner container 3 1s extracted from or
inserted into outer container 4 into the open or closed
position respectively.

Each inner container 3 is hinged to outer container
4 by a hinge 14 located between an edge of bottom wall 6

20 of inner container 3 and an edge of bottom wall 11 of
outer container 4 at a respective open lateral end 13 of
outer container 4.
In a preferred embodiment, rear wall 8 of each
container 3 is lower than front wall 7, so that, in the
25 closed position, front wall 7 closes respective open
lateral end 13 of outer container 4 completely, and
rotation of inner container 3 about hinge 14 and with

respect to outer container 4 is not impeded by rear wall




8 interfering with top wall 10 of outer container 4; and the top portion
of each lateral wall 9 of each inner container 3 is shaped to connect
front wall 7 smoothly to rear wall 8 to conpensate for the difference in
5 height. Packet 1 of cigarettes has stop neans for limting extraction,
and preventing excessive extraction, of each inner container 3 fromouter
container 4, and which, for each inner container 3, conprise two retaining
tabs 15 10 projecting outwards of outer container 4 fromlateral walls 9

gf 1nner SODLANCEeS A L PCRTEGoCLORE 16 bEAburdRl Loflc@inbingl ganlal ner

3; and two retaining pockets proj ecting i nwards of outer contalner 4

from |l ateralhe Wabbs peoforpuber LI aipeerd1andiliocat e¢ dase tankhe 15
rel ative open end 13 of outer container 4. In actual wuse, as inner

contai ner Zdwtai@ese abeut JHAER! 14o aBEnnetth frespeciallo DubRbotaNyai ner 4,
fromthe closed to the open position, each retaining tab 15 engages a
respective tet aictimgwpotket I t ecapeestatext faet itdre ofdi @ rnemer dant ai ner
3. To open each inner container 3, the user of packet 1 of cigarettes nust
pul | inder leoiglai ner 3 with respect to outer container 4, and nust
therefore grip outer container 4 with one hand, and inner container 3 with
25 the other. FRadesly Jrep efopmeétecomad mirap Jneapghiornhemieédnbai ner 3
may conprise a grip tab (not shown) projecting outwards froma top edge of
front wal |l ECUBRCTRRRN 30E FPEFVHRFING2CBFCBELEF EBRFAFREPT4 ﬁﬁyeﬁé eatv

inner container 3 from outer container 4, and which, for
each inner container 3, comprise two retaining tabs 15
10 projecting outwards of outer container 4 from lateral
walls 9 of inner container 3 and located close to rear
wall 8 of inner container 3; and two retaining pockets
16 projecting inwards of outer container 4 from lateral
walls 12 of outer container 4 and located close to the
15 relative open end 13 of outer container 4. In actual
use, as inner container 3 rotates, about hinge 14 and
with respect to ocuter container 4, from the closed to
the open position, each retaining tab 15 engages a
respective retaining pocket 16 to arrest extraction of

20 inner container 3.
To open each inner container 3, the user of packet
1 of cigarettes must pull inner container 3 with respect
to outer container 4, and must therefore grip outer
container 4 with one hand, and inner container 3 with
25 the other. For easy grip of inner containers 3, each
inner container 3 may comprise a grip tab (not shown)
projecting outwards from a top edge cf front wall 7; or

each lateral wall 12 of outer container 4 may have a




recess (e.g. semcircular) close to each open lateral end 13, so the user
of packet 1 of cigarettes can grip and exert pull on lateral walls 9 of
each inner container 3; or top wall 10 of outer container 4 may 5 have a
recess (e.g. semcircular) close to each open lateral end 13, so the user
of packet 1 of cigarettes can grip and exert pull on front wall 7 of each
inner container 3; or front wall 7 of each inner container 3 may have a
recess (e.g. senicircular) at the top. 10 In the Figure 1-3 enbodinent

packet 1 of,. rett ?,54‘3&&}5{%&9&& ) 1RSI CON abngrs %3 r?aEQtQQ

i nsi de out er° co al ne Imged to outer contarner al ong |nge 14

to rotate heiyees thg ‘%'h%s%e(loséf'ﬁé!cké{?dlﬂﬁﬁ QPESL ROSIdd OBan | Q

di fferent embodi ment not 15 shown, packet 1 of cigarettes conprlses one

inner contaideredehousgdli nsole Dateratonyaingr 4 apd hbpgrd ihAeeut er
container 4 along a hinge 14 to rotate between the cl osed position and the

open positicehtdinahi Gh ®A@SeopowizArl cont aifnesuder S chakbihke si zeagf outer
20 container 4 in Figures 1-3, and one of the two open |lateral ends 13 of
outer cont diares 4 iseceéssedeby.a sémitheculateralosa | tol readie Bpgure 1-3
enbodi ment, packet 1 of <cigarettes conprises two inner containers 3, and
two 25 grolpserabf epflgdriet t2s, thachsirgused packeredpeet i ¢éghrnagtesont ai ner
3. In a different enbodi nent shown in Figure 10 packet 1 of cigarettes
conpri ses O gPBER 2ndofexsigar et bs Choudged i nval hailn dfnrRaclohbBrker 3a,

while 8
container 3; or front wall 7 of each inner container 3

may have a recess (e.g. semicircular} at the top.

10 : In the Figure 1-3 embodiment, packet 1 of
cigarettes comprises two inner containers 3, each housed
inside outer container 4 and hinged to outer container 4
along a hinge 14 to rotate between the closed position
and the open position. In a different embodiment not

15 shown, packet 1 of cigarettes comprises one inner
container 3 housed inside outer container 4 and hinged
to outer container 4 along a hinge 14 to rotate between
the closed position and the open position; in which
case, outer contailner 4 1s half the size of outer

200 container 4 in Figures 1-3, and one of the two open
lateral ends 13 of outer container 4 is closed by a
further lateral wall.

In the Figure 1-3 embocdiment, packet 1 of
cigarettes comprises two 1inner containers 3, and two

25 groups 2 of cigarettes, each housed in a respective
inner container 3. In a different embodiment shown in
Figure 10, packet 1 of cigarettes comprises one group 2

of cigarettes housed in a main inner container 3a, while




the other secondary inner container 3b houses an accessory (e.g. matches
or alighter) or functions as an ashtray. In this case, the two inner
containers 3 may either be identical (as in Figures 1-3) or different. 5
For exanple, as shown in Figure 10, higge 14 of main inner container 3ais
| ocat ed between an edge of bottom wall 6 of main inner container 3a and an
edge of bottom wall 11 of outer container 4, while hinge 14 of secondary
i nner container 3b is |ocated between an edge 10 of a lateral wall 9 of

secondary imner gontainer 3h.and  an,edge Qfna dhaker alp Waldydds of aut er

container 4. As shown in Figure 4, each inner container 3 1s forned by

folding a fd@alessiBpt antd alhyc &hOnast ed 11@tapgubar rhhapkodd, akhen

conponent parts of which are 15 indicated, where possible, using the sane
reference gunheNs, WhthiSypesses) ptie asvd oinhbe eontesperdi Iy mparts of

i nner container 3. Blank 17 has two |longitudinal fold lines 18, and a
nunber of tgitisverbe figlehtiidads 18sdeéh riigyrdet eén tdre d20fément.

| ongi tudinal fold lines 18, a panel 8 formng rear wall 8; a panel 6

f or mi ngSbotRam eabinpde, arrk aspawel it Figune ngOf r dningwml L47 ofPamein7' has a
reinforcing flap 20 connected to panel 7' along a transverse fold |ine 19,
and whi ch ilnes eotgrbnago3anis pagerew bedvweerergt RAPe hef tBptperti on  of
front wall 7. Panel 8 has two lateral wings 9', which form respective

i nner portithst of PhtBRAN WAPPE §ONaAeNgr 3a and an edge of bottom

wall 11 of outer container 4, while hinge 14 of
secondary inner container 3b is located between an edge

10 of a lateral wall 9 of secondary inner container 3b and
an edge of a lateral wall 12 of outer container 4.

As shown in Figure 4, each inner container 3 1is
formed by folding a flat, substantially elongated
rectangular blank 17, the component parts of which are

15 indicated, where possible, using the same reference
numbers, with superscripts, as £for the corresponding
parts of inner container 3.

Blank 17 has two longitudinal fold lines 18, and a

number of transverse fold lines 19 defining, between the

20 two longitudinal fold lines 18, a panel 8' forming rear
wall 8; a panel 6' forming bottom wall 6; and a panel 7'
forming front wall 7.

Panel 7' has a reinforcing flap 20 connected to

panel 7' along a transverse fold line 19, and which is

25 folded 180° onto panel 7' to strengthen the top portion
of front wall 7.

Panel 8' has two lateral wings 9', which form

respective inner portions of lateral walls 9, are




| ocat ed on opposite sides of panel 8, and are separated from panel 8' by
|l ongitudinal fold |ines 18. Panel 7' has two lateral wings 9", which form
respective outer portions of lateral walls 9, are |ocated on opposite 5
sides of panel 7', and are separated from panel 7' by |ongitudinal fold
lines 18. Each lateral wing 9° of panel 8 has a tab 21 separated from
| ateral wing 9° by a transverse fold line 19. A window 22 is forned in
each lateral wing 9° and contains a respective retaining tab 10 15. And

each | ateral ot 1, %n N358,1 6653423 becpLediog: asnhoabe supstiypgsed over

a respective retainin of m fnnér coht ai ner and 8'

are Tol dede 0 vbenespechyt 9 RISl iall atsra@l 196085 ¥, danar e7fol ded 90

with respect to pane ; and lateral wngs 9" are folded 90 with respect
to panel 7'handtqn 1ol thenhel ded | ghesRl rWrRgSrSspedsishowntkr Figure
5, outer container 4 is formed by folding a flat, substantially el ongated
rect angul arpo20i dhanlr24] atbeaTorpanent spardre of ovhtel asre bpgbeated, where
possi bl e, using the sanme reference nunbers, with superscripts, as for the
correspondi supgar b glanalt ef', centlaiarer depdBramndkd 24 rbas damell onyi bydi nal
fold lines 25, and a 25 nunber of transverse fold |lines 26 defining,

bet ween t helongotydipt udiclal fohdsl i hds ZBcha pabelrall' wingni%g af i nner
portion of bottomwall 11; a panel 12' formng one lateral wall 12; a
panel 10' fgﬁmﬁhQB{O@aﬁap|t§@;2é_ﬁyparated from lateral wing 9' by

a transverse fold line 19. A window 22 is formed in each
lateral wing 9' and contains a respective retaining tab
10 15. And each lateral wing 9" has & recess 23 located so
as to be superimposed over a respective retaining tab
15.
Teo form inner container 3, panels 7' and B8' are
folded 90° with respect to panel 6'; lateral wings 9'
15 are folded 90° with respect to panel 8'; and lateral
wings 9" are folded 90° with respect to panel 7' and on
top of the folded lateral wings 9'. |
As shown in Figure 5, ocuter container 4 is formed
by folding a flat, substantially elongated rectangular
20 blank 24, the component parts of which are indicated,
where possible, using the same reference numbers, with
superscripts, as for the corresponding parts of outer
container 4.
Blank 24 has two longitudinal fold lines 25, and a
25 number of transverse fold lines 26 defining, between the
two longitudinal fold lines 25, a panel 11' forming an
inner portion of bottom wall 11; & panel 12' forming one

lateral wall 12; a panel 10' forming top wall 10; a




panel 12" formng the other lateral wall 12; and a panel 11" form ng an
outer portion of bottomwall 11. Panel 10' has two reinforcing flaps 27,
which are |ocated on opposite sides of panel 10', are separated 5 from
panel 10" by longitudinal fold Iines 2% and are fol ded 180 onto panel 10
to strengthen top wall 10. Panels 12', 12" each have two retaining pockets
16, which are | ocated on opposite sides of panel 12', 12", are separated
frompanel 12', 12" by longitudinal fold 10 lines 25, and are fol ded 180

onto panel p]z?nel 125w f’@ﬂ@ln%%h@?tﬁé‘? ?9’88?81'@91&3% 2§nd""8' %Qn@ﬁe

| ocat ed on opposite sides o an are separated from panel 11

l'ongi tudi naj 1 4 Of@rrhizﬁkgsa@%u@é\fl péeribnl dednd 8ok o1 panel 11'. Each
connecting tab 28 is 15 glued to bottomwall 6 of a respective inner

container 3 to tddge 1be hasercweONt@inesrding Gubes COnt akmesh4arso the
portion of longitudinal fold |ine 25 separating each connecting tab 28
from panel ldéated ment hpdomige: 14idésa off gsqueel i L€ ', nneere corparaerd3. 20 To
formouter container 4, retaining pockets 16 are folded 180 onto relative
panel s B2' , fugn; peseaf drti ngy flbapst27diasd ffolldedliB86soto pamel a1e'
connecti ng tabs 28 are folded 180 onto panel 11'; panels 12', 12" are

fol ded 90 wekedshalt - paprpe 0t p1a<he$tl1qngt%6125t%| Wedl 960w t h r espect
to panel 12' ; and panel 11" is folded 90 with respect to Eanel 12" and on

top of the fol d&Pgahet? 11127 eede FHgreva- QeEﬁ%BHPﬁeHPC Eh& bfen top

end 5 of ll'hlch are located on opposite sides of panel 12', 12",

are separated from panel 127, 12" by 3longitudinal fold

10 lines 25, and are folded 180° onto panel 12', 12".

Panel 11' has two connecting tabs 28, which are
located on opposite sides of panel 117, are separated
from panel 11' by longitudinal fold lines 25, and are
folded 180° onto panel 11'. Each connecting tab 28 is

15 glued to bottom wall 6 of a respective inner container 3
to hinge the inner container 3 to outer container 4, so
the portion of longitudinal fold line 25 separating each
connecting tab 28 from panel 11' forms the hinge 14 of a
respective inner container 3.

20 To form outer container 4, retaining pockets 16 are
folded 180° onto relative panels 127, 12"; reinforcing
flaps 27 are folded 180° onto panel 10'; connecting tabs
28 are folded 180° onto panel 11'; panels 12', 12" are
folded 90° with respect to panel 10'; panel 11' is

25 folded 90° with respect to panel 12'; and panel 11" is
folded 90° with respect to panel 12" and on top of the
folded panel 11°'.

In the Figure 1-3 embodiment, the open top end 5 of




each inner container 3 is left open, i.e. has no covering. In a different
enbodi nent not shown, each 1inner container 3 conprises a tear-off cover
closing open top end 5, connected to the rest of inner container 5 3 al ong
tear lines, and which is torn off wheniinner container 3 is unsealed. In
the Figure 6 and 7 enbodi nent, each inner container 3 conprises a hinged
lid 29 hinged to inner container 3 along a lid hinge 30 to rotate, with
respect to inner container 3, between an 10 open position and a closed

osi 1 0n OPeBiA aadpl oshinde pen 0B End Sk epRal i Vel hd 29

conprises a rectangular top wal opposite an to botton1ma|| 6

of inner C@@%@tﬂﬁ@ 3:M@e%.|ugf%%rb%t'neﬁBSth@ﬁﬁd1ﬂ9§'téﬂﬁhn.a tach
rectangul ar rear wall 32 which forms an extension of rear wal | 8 of inner

contai ner 3iMAeR ldocht20rex i B td@mpel 96€d POsLhroBEfantbuad tlbangyl ar

| ateral walls 33 which formextensions of lateral walls 9 of inner

contai ner oplentbpde?8 bs tontbeteHosedthesirtsanofAndn2@ kibngeiderof each
lid 29 connects a top edge of rear wall 8 of inner container 3 to a bottom
edge of ¥ ead wdlong32teaf [Lide29. dmd awpieheriredtenbodifferwhemadhneird 29 has
an actuating system 34 which connects lid 29 to outer 25 container 4 so

t hat, when ¢@neaileoht aPneis3 M&sertliegot ed T r dHS nsekqeee i nfo abder 7

cont ai ner 4, 1id 29 is connected to outer container 4 to open/close lid
29. By nedﬁ@b%¢l%%?ﬁat@ﬁ@hsy%@%%¥3$0n§§éﬁeFid32§oﬂ§rﬂﬁ§§eﬁbrélﬁged

lid 29 hinged to inner container 3 along a lid hinge 30
to rotate, with respect to inner container 3, between an

10 open positicn and a closed position opening and closing
open top end 5 respectively.

Fach 1lid 29 comprises a rectangular top wall 31
opposite and parallel to Dbottom wall €& of inner
container 3 when 1lid 29 is in the closed position; a

15 rectangular rear wall 32 which forms an extension of
rear wall 8 of inner container 3 when lid 29 is in the
closed position; and two triangular lateral walls 33
which form extensions of lateral walls 9 of inner
container 3 when 1lid 29 is in the closed position. And

200 hinge 30 of each 1lid 29 cconnects a top edge of rear wall
8 of inner container 3 to a bottom edge of rear wall 32
of 1lid 29.

In a preferred embodiment, each 1lid 29 has an
actuating system 34 which connects 1id 2% to outer

25 container 4 so that, when inner container 3 is extracted
from/inserted into outer container 4, lid 29 1is
connected to outer container 4 to open/close 1lid 29. By

means of actuating system 34, each lid 29 is therefore




opened/ cl osed "automatically", with no manual effort on the part of the
user, by extracting/ inserting inner container 3. As shown in Figure 7,
each actuating system 34 conprises an actuating tab 35 extendi ng i nwards
of 5 outer container 4 froman edge of11op wall 10 of outer container 4;
and a slot 36 fornmed through top wall 31 of |id 29, and which is engaged
by actuating tab 35. Figure 8 shows a blank 17 fromwhich to forman inner
container 3 as shown in Figures 6 and 7, i.e. with 10 lid 29. Blank 17 in

Figure 8 diff&tsyfenmddes b ggher fchh apk 17 :descld bed.abover by-€copnrising a
panel 32' Tormng rear wall 32 of [id 29; a panel 31' formng top wall 31

of 1id 29; @and toaa-d aber abhi Nase33' Hyor Bkigackahgyahswallisg33igheki d 29.
Each lateral wing 33' has a 15 tab 37, which is folded 90 with respect to

| ateral W ngpnt3inet S3§ixedstiow@anin nhegussr ¥ aceach paveht3dy, santdemcl| oses
slot 36 fromthe inside. Mre specifically, each tab 37 has a bevelled
corner to |¥hvecwmpbotisd6 partaytuapeng Talbs 37 assesting hiolwhmitp acfuati ng
tab 35, once 20 inserted, inside slot 36. It is inmportant to note that, to
i nsert &ct uattiqr cabt3tnenshdérsrotardegdgabsi3zopustallf |1dk @f asutesl |y and
so act like springs which press. actuating tab 35 agai nst toE wal | 31 of
lid 29. Fi fiffeEaintiows’ 21H aks Dt f 3 onf opneR Eoreeei toe wablodtlept
container 4 in Figures 6 and 7, i.e. with actuatjng tabs_35. Unlike the
Figure 5 bl Sn ¢t EHoRIAIES P OraF e FHA stgh - the Figure 9

bl 'ank 24 each hafyieguarew Qdos 0%85 IQ Ia%rllc af7 acftr%?nt Iw 'él?btc]i?’ form an

inner container 3 as shown in Figures 6 and 7, i.e. with

10 1id 29. Blank 17 in Figure 8 differs from the Figure 4

blank 17 described above by comprising a panel 32!

forming rear wall 32 of 1lid 29; a panel 31' forming top

wall 31 of 1lid 29; and two lateral wings 33' forming

lateral walls 33 of 1id 29. Each lateral wing 33' has a

15 tab 37, which is folded 90° with respect to lateral wing

33', 1s fixed toc an inner surface of panel 31', and

closes slot'36 from the inside. More specifically, each

tab 37 has a bevelled corner to leave slot 36 partiy

open. Tabs 37 assist in holding actuating tab 35, once

20 inserted, inside slot 36. It is important to note that,

to insert actuating tab 35 inside slot 36, tabs 37 must

flex elastically and so act like springs which press
actuating tab 35 against top wall 31 of 1id 29.

Figure 9 shows a blank 24 from which to form the

25 outer container 4 1in Figqures 6 and 7, i.e. with

actuating tabs 35. Unlike the Figure 5 blank 24

described above, reinforcing flaps 27 of the Figure 9

blank 24 each have a window 38 in which an actuating tab




35 is formed. As described above, each inner container 3 is hinged to
outer container 4 by a connecting tab 28, which is hinged to outer
container 4 along hinge 14 and 5 glued to bottomwall 6 of inner container
3. Each connecting tab 28 is not normgdly glued to bottomwall 11 of
outer container 4, so as to rotate freely with respect to outer container
4. Alternatively, each connecting tab 28 may be glued to bottomwall 11 of
10 outer container 4 using non-setting, re-stick adhesive applied between
the bottomsurface gf gonnecting tab 28 and the top surface of bottom wal
11 of outer container 4, so connecting tab 28 can be detached repeatedly

from bottomwaldg 1lddc@pb&RChPd¥E | RRM camtimekodtiag nky extrasted from
packet 1 of cigarettes) and then fixed back to bottomwall 11. In one

variation, watded cednesitag taht2Birex ghuasy t @ beshestwahy khiof 2euter
contai ner 4 using weak-stick adhesive which releases its hold the first
time inner w@oindlai herhdngsdexbr acted. domt2( renothesl wag | athoa, 1éoandct i ng
tab 28 is fixed to bottom wall 11 of outer container 4 by a tear line
which i s tormedhaedi bstttomewaader 6conf ailmerer3 icondirect ed.. | Aagh

di fferent enbodi nent, as opposed to being hinged to outer container 4 and
gl ued to i mrernedhtEg neab328edch ot conrBel Lig Jtals2g arayobeohi Hgéd to

i nner container 3 and glued to outer container 4. In the Figure 1-9

embodi nent st1 e&éh HhRfe @QnFélnﬁécévedS%taén'%ﬂgéOGﬁtﬁot?%%?gblWléhof i nner

container 3 14 . .
respect to outer container 4. Alternatively, each

cennecting tab 28 may be glued to bottom wall 11 of

10 outer container 4 using non-setting, re-stick adhesive

applied between the bottom surface of connecting tab 28

and the top surface of bottom wall 11 of outer container

4, so connecting tab 28 can be detached repeatedly from

bottom wall 11 (i.e. each time inner container 3 1is

15 extracted from packet 1 of cigarettes) and then fixed

back to Dbottom wall 11. In one variation, each

connecting tab 28 is glued to bottom wall 11 of outer

container 4 using weak-stick adhesive which releases its

hold the first time inner container 3 is extracted. In

20 another variation, connecting tab 28 is fixed to bottom

wall 11 of outer container 4 by a tear line which is

torn the first time inner container 3 is extracted. In a

different embodiment, as opposed to being hinged to

outer container 4 and glued to inner container 3, each

25 connecting tab 28 may be hinged to inner container 3 and
glued to outer container 4.

In the Figure 1-9 embodiments, each hinge 14 is

located at an edge of bottom wall 6 of inner container 3




and an edge of bottomwall 11 of outer container 4 at a respective open

| ateral end 13 of outer container 4. In other words, in the Figure 1-9
enbodi ments, each hinge 14 coincides with a bottomtransverse edge of
inner 5 container 3, and with a bottomikransverse edge of outer container
4. In a different enbodi nrent shown in Figure 11, each hinge 14 is |ocated
a given distance froman edge of bottomwall 6 of inner container 3 and
froman edge of 10 bottomwall 11 of outer container 4 at a respective open

lateral end;13 of auber ?Eo%to%'t%%{ méll' MO o WL ASeoh Pa 1 hBE i gurg 11

enbodi ment, each hinge 14 is located a given distance froma bottom

transverse edgge8fitv@ngpencBtaaer ehand fapnecdet tomiingsver senedge of
outer 15 container 4, so the two hinges 14 are |located closer to the

centre (i.eotleépsebrie,edeh tider)gukecatongmdwe inentd ngescldhehagser to
each other inproves extracti on of inner containers 3, and reduces the

di stance bet4feermitop deed | wdthofa edcittland 29aasdetrsp 28dgwl lofl0ioheaut er
cont ai ner 4 when inner containers 3 are in the closed position. The Figure
11 enbodi mepentsingar Bi cahdr Witduia it frort tasvense redogpackepsterof
cigarettes. Mreover, by locating the two hinges 14 at different distances
fromthe re%%%%%%@%reﬁges of botton125 wal |l 6 of inner container 3 and
bottomwall 11 of outer container 4, two inner contajners 3 of different

sizes can be ac@bnﬁnﬁéﬁé@re@ﬁvﬁH@?@ﬁmePﬁeq@%%ﬁa1Qrﬁﬁgﬁﬁ%r LcoRBafner 3
I's, the gr et?{ﬁéetq% d:JLs'St nggtlea baet &?ggnl%lstance from an edge of
bottom wall 6 of inner container 3 and from an edge of
10 bottom wall 11 of outer container 4 at a respective open
lateral end 13 of outer container 4. In other words, in
the Figure 11 embodiment, each hinge 14 is located a
given distance from a bottom transverse edge of inner
container 3 and from a bottom transverse edge of outer
15 container 4, so the two hinges 14 are located closer to
the centre (i.e. closer to each other);

Locating the two hinges 14 closer to each other
improves extraction of inner containers 3, and reduces
the distance between top wall 31 of each 1lid 29 and top

20 wall 10 of outer container 4 when inner containers 3 are
in the clecsed position. The Figure 11 embodiment 1is
particularly suitable for tall, narrow packets 1 of
cigarettes. Moreover, by locating the two hinges 14 at
different distances from the respective edges of bottom

25 wall 6 of inner container 3 and bottom wall 11 of outer
container 4, two inner containers 3 of different sizes

can be accommodated. Obviously, the larger the inner

container 3 is, the greater the distance is between




hi nge 14 and the respective edges of bottomwall 6 of inner container 3
and bottomwall 11 of outer container 4. In the Figure 11 enbodi nent, each
|l ateral wall 12 5 of outer container 4 has two recesses 39 exposing the

| ateral walls 9 of inner containers 3 ygderneath, and which provide for
easy grip of inner containers 3 in the closed position. In other words,
the two opposite lateral walls 9 of an inner container 3 in the closed 10
position can be gripped by the user through the two opposite recesses 39

to pull i”“%n&”tlﬁ LHg %I?QS'I c[E 9t &y noPogloH:anhe gur %%13*‘0""5 a

flat bl ank romwhi c o fornt er co I ner |gure packet

1 of 15 C'ﬂ%@ﬁ@ént%%ﬁe%“@ %?gf@bec@onpavfatlsl of 1 Wor cB,REE LBALGEhEE usSl ng

t he sane reference nunbers as blank 24 in Figure 9. Figures 13 and
show two vagjations of the Figure 12 blank 24, to form outer container 4
wi th rounded |ongitudi nal edges; and Figure 15 shows a 20 variation of the
Figure 12 bl ank 24, the fragmreutlel efbodiahmast, 4caichh leeetdledyd dDngiitudi nal
edges. In the Figure 14 variation, panel 10° (forming top wall 10 of outer
cont ai ner 49f hastewo awitrdioreat ng thlaapstw@7rewheshsar® | axadedngntopposite
si des of panel 10', 25 are separated from panel 10' by longitudinal fold
lines 25, hatemak fellded A80fontragganedni@inens stdr emddereatop, wabl 10.
Each reinforcing flap 27 has a further reinforcing flap 40, which is

separ at ed wamﬁhep¥@%*@¢n§oq6easy grip of inner containers 3 in the

closed position. In other words, the two opposite
lateral walls 92 of an inner container 3 in the closed
10 position can be gripped by the user through the two
opposite recesses 39 to pull inner container 3 easily
into the open position.
Figure 12 shows a flat blank 24 from which to form
outer container 4 of the Figure 11 packet 1 of
15 cigarettes, and the component parts of which are
indicated using the same reference numbers as for blank
24 in Figure 9. Figures 13 and 14 show two variations of
the Figure 12 blank 24, to form outer container 4 with
rounded longitudinal edges; and Figure 15 shows a
20 variation of the Figure 12 blank 24, to form outer
container 4 with bevelled longitudinal edges.
In the Figure 14 variation, panel 10' (forming top
wall 10 of outer container 4) has two reinforcing flaps
27, which are located on opposite sides of panel 10',
25 are separated from panel 10' by longitudinal fold lines
25, and are folded 180° onto panel 10' to strengthen top
wall 10. Each reinforcing flap 27 has a further

reinforcing flap 40, which is separated from reinforcing




flap 27 by a longitudinal fold line, and is folded 180 onto reinforcing

flap 27 to further strengthen top wall 10. In this enbodi nent, actuating
tabs 35 are connected to reinforcing flaps 40 along |ongitudinal fold
lines. 5 The Figure 14 variation of blapk 24 uses nore material, but has

t he advantage of producing an extrenely rigid top wall 10 of outer
container 4. Reinforcing flaps 40 in Figure 14 formpart of a blank 24
fromwhich to form an outer container 4 with rounded | ongitudi nal edges,

10 but may phyh opsl ¥,absq fenMueanh10fr A ohher enbpodi mept eaf 16bank 24,
such as that i'n Figure 9. In a different enbodinent not shown, packet 1 of

cigarettes &Onprisesrartehd ARG paMhey MHofc ot difgedgthi@sPeshi wa1ilnner
container 3 in the closed position with 15 a certain anount of force, and

whi ch, for BachihnfRis eabbainenht3, UWHLISES taalsefl ®F mabtecornbetetihat nust
be deforned to nove the inner container 3 fromthe closed to the open
position. ltoothénfuwwrcdseg tidapsveld@nailnngr locwnttaicherald foldn fheesl.osed to
t he open position, 20 sufficient force nust be exerted on inner container 3
to. def ér mThe Beforenblevasabsdiosl adt ikdanly. 2o hesesngeronmadtrihd,
retaining menber is to hold the inner container 3 in the closed position
with a certlit Afsurtheofafvprbageamd sBrpfecbny PAneF= ot heF19iflr om

opening 25 accidentally. Figure 16 shows a flat blank 17 fromwhich to
form innert@ntaihertO3 % FREF gorbairepadketReLHFOr Citkhr 2R, “Hnd t he

component pfﬂtﬁié)&rgmighfgrrr% ;%ert of a blank 24 from which to form

an outer container 4 with rounded longitudinal edges,
10 but may obviously also form part of any other embodiment
of blank 24, such as that in Figure 9.

In a different embodiment not shown, packet 1 of
cigarettes comprises a retaining member for holding a
respective inner container 3 in the closed position with

15 a certain amount of force, and which, for each inner
container 3, comprises a deformable member that must be.
deformed to move the inner container 3 from the closed
to the open position. In other words, to move an inner
container 3 from the closed to the open position,

20 sufficient force must be exerted on inner container 3 to
deform the deformable member elastically. The function
of the retaining member is to hold the inner container 3
in the closed position with a certain amount of force,
and so prevent inner container 3 from opening

25 accidentally.

Figure 16 shows a flat biank 17 from which to form
inner container 3 of the Figure 11 packet 1 of

cigarettes, and the component parts of which are




i ndi cated using the sanme reference nunbers as for blank 17 in Figure 8.
The Figure 16 blank 17 differs fromblank 17 in Figure 8 as to the shape
of tabs 21 (perfectly 5 rectangular in Figure 8 and with a bevelled
corner in Figure 16), and above all as;fegards tabs 37 of wings 33
formng lateral walls 33 of lid 29. In the Figure 8 blank 17, each tab 37
is connected to respective wwng 33 along a transverse fold line 19

ext endi ng the full 10 width of tab 37; whereas, in the Figure 16 blank 17,

each tab 37 1 C o] S i NE: | (olgle t S fold
line 19 exten &g aio%gg%% §E§a§?%5 %%ﬁ%%#%mﬁilf) of tﬁ%?mfg?hﬁgéﬁgab 37

inthat a cuf Al riguals®. formed between tab 37 and wing 33'. 15 Each cut
41 provides for a nore supple connection of tab 37 and wing 33", so that

| ess force is remdredgutre rod abeahabh B7 wWitherespeaim t B1whRg 138" inTo be
inserted inside slot 36, each actuating tab 35 nust deformtabs 37, the
force requiFegut® d® whschtbs 20er ediiegd by ftutisadd, 2hus{pekfagtily easier
to insert actuating tab 35 inside slot 36. It is inportant to note that
tabs 375 omrediampeldrandn Gppguse ihsernd onibh aadtawaiiley tedr3sri hsi de sl ot
36, but, on the other assist in holding actuating tab 35, once inserted,
25 inside STiAUDS. 1@%tsaﬁﬁ[ﬁQﬂW%eaﬁér%ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁﬁ#@ﬁjgébstﬁg ¢% ghingpasticity
of tabs 37, _and which represents the _best coQPronlse bet ween al | owi ng

insertion of3 ackeERing LeaeTa5 FAdide S f 3469 &t hdl dFikg atPWEEi Ag tab

35 18 blank 17, each tab 37 is connected to respective wing
33' along a transverse fold line 19 extending the full

10 width of tab 37; whereas, in the Figure 16 blank 17,
each tab 37 i1s connected tc respective wing 33" along a
transverse fold line 19 extending along only part
(roughly half) of the width of tab 37, in that a cut 41
is also formed between tab 37 and wing 33'.

15 Each cut 41 provides for a more supple connection
of tab 37 and wing 33', so that less force 1is required
to rotate tab 37 with respect to wing 33'. To be
inserted inside slot 36, each actuating tab 35 must
deform tabs 37, the force required to do which is

20 reduced by cuts 41, thus making it easier to insert
actuating tab 35 inside slot 36. It is important to note
that tabs 37, on the one hand, oppose insertion of
actuating tab 35 inside slot 36, but, on the other,
assist 1in holding actuating tabk 35, once inserted,

25 1inside slot 36. Cuts 41 provide for achieving just the
right elasticity of tabs 37, and which represents the
best compromise between allowing insertion of actuating

tab 35 inside slot 36, and holding actuating tab 35,




once inserted, inside slot 36. Figure 17 shows a different flat blank 17
from which to forminner container 3 of the Figure 11 packet 1 of
cigarettes, and the conmponent parts of which are 5 indicated using the sane
reference nunbers as for blank 17 in Egure 8. The Figure 17 blank 17
differs from blank 17 in Figure 8 by conprising a further panel 31"
connected to panel 31' along a transverse fold line 19, and which is

fol ded onto panel 31' to strengthen top 10 wall 31 of lid 29. Figure 18

shows a di fdesentnddpted] anksilde & oM wbich to forminner container 3 of
the Figure 11 packet 1 of cigarettes, and the conponent parts of which are

i ndi cat ed usi ng gihgusama r efppRBCE NWTFEeST et  6Eabl akardid 17 | Arbigure 8.
The Figure 18 blank 17 differs from blank 17 in Figure 8 as regards the

shape of taisid@Y.toFfgumneihleshawstaidielf & eni HtHatFbywdk 1Y paokewhich to
forminner container 3 of the Figure 11 packet 1 of cigarettes, and the
conponent part$ cfigariedtieay,e a29 ithei camgbneithgréhessade wef&r eace nunbers
as for blank 17 in Figure 8. The Figure 19 blank 17 differs from blank 17
in Figube 8irudicatpd dssindstBE. sMuee refsaainidec slumpbersmacts t B®r 3P ladkpri ses
an appendi x 42, which is |located close to_panel 31' _(i.e. close to top 25
wal | 31 of 11 dirg)Figureofnectd £l 377 aldigkanl’ oSl Ififd S of 8°M ne 43,
and is folded 180 onto tagb 37. _Figure 20,shows a variation of_ the, Figure
16 bl sk LR E OF i &R {E & Gt nEPTBERBLRG: b St FHOTE 18

connected to panel 31' along a transverse fold line 19,
and which is folded onto panel 31' to strengthen top
10 wall 31 of 1id 29.
Figure 18 shows a different flat blank 17 from
which to form inner container 3 of the Figure 11 packet
1 of cigarettes, and the component parts of which are
indicated using the same reference numbers as for blank
15 17 in Figure 8. The Figure 18 blank 17 differs from
blank 17 in Figure 8 as regards the shape of tabs 37.
Figure 19 shows a different flat blank 17 from
which to form inner container 3 of the Figure 11 packet
1 of cigarettes, and the component parts of which are
20 indicated using the same reference numbers as for blank
17 in Figure 8. The Figure 19 blank 17 differs from
blank 17 in Figure 8 as »regards tabs 37. More
specifically, each tab 37 comprises an appendix 42,
which is located close to panel 31' (i.e. clcose to top
25 wall 31 of 1id 29), is connected to tab 37 along an
oblique fold line 43, and is folded 180° onto tab 37.
Figure 20 shows a variation of the Figure 16 blank

17 to form an inner container 3 with two rounded front




| ongi tudi nal edges (i.e. on opposite sides of front wall 7). Figure 21
shows a variation of the Figure 16 blank 17 to form an inner container 3
with two bevelled front 5 longitudinal edges (i.e. on opposite sides of
front wall 7). In the enbodi nents shoyw in the attached draw ngs, the

| ongi tudi nal and transverse edges of inner container 3 and outer container
4 are all square. Alternatively, 10 the | ongitudinal and/or transverse
edges of inner container 3 and outer container 4 may be non-square

rounded or P&ﬂ’&ié%ﬁé’ﬂ %aE‘i‘Se 24 ﬁ%pﬁ&éﬂ’c@%@&égr £C@RLALNGE14 With
rounded or bevelled ongltudlna edges are shown in Flgures 13, 14, 15,

and bl anks A4y for 15 form ng inner containers with rounded or bevelled
front 1ongitudinal edges are shown in Figures 20 and 21. Packet 1 of
cigarettes as desicyuhed heskbnshas vauiaraws advariagesguby bDei Bllarasy to
produce, and, above all, by nmaking inner containers 3 extrenely easy 20
to open (i.¥l Eextfach fnormoetre contrtiaieer3 4yitlR0cwlideWBl1¢d Afrpgid,

swi ng-open packet of cigarettes conprising: 5 at |east one group (2) of
ci gar et tes;lengieadindhecdgder (tont abmerPPSFihousiagst hé ronp w2} of
cigarettes; an outer container (4) housing the inner container (3) and
havi ng at |®ast one open lateral end (13); and

In the embodiments shown in the attached drawings,

the longitudinal and transverse edges of inner container

3 and outer container 4 are all square. Alternatively,

10 the longitudinal and/or transverse edges of inner

container 3 and outer container 4 may be non-square

rounded or bevelled edges. Blanks 24 for forming outer

container 4 with rounded or bevelled longitudinal edges

are shown in Figures 13, 14, 15, and blanks 17 for

15 forming inner containers with rounded or bevelled front
longitudinal edges are shown in Figures 20 and 21.

Packet 1 of cigarettes as described herein has

numerous advantages, by being easy to produce, and,

above all, by making inner containers 3 extremely easy

20 to open (i.e. extract from outer container 4).




10 a hinge (14) connecting the inner container (3) and the outer container
(4) to allow the inner container (3) to rotate between a cl osed position,
in which the inner EE container (3) is inserted inside the outer container
(4), and an open position, in which theginner container 15 (3) is at |east
partly extracted fromthe outer container (4); the packet (1) of
cigarettes being characterized in that the hinge (14) is |ocated close to
an edge of a wall (6, 9) of the inner container (3) and close to an 20
edge of a wall (11, 12) of the outercggniai ner (4) at the open lateral end
(13) of the outer container (4). 2) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in
Claiml, wherein the hinge (14) is |located between an edge of a wall (6,
9) of the inner container (3) and an edge of a 25 wall (11, 12) of the
outer container 14) at tdhieyiepen skhahgrapernd patXetof dhe etutarecoskai ner
(4). 3) A packet of cigarettes as clained in Caim1l, wherein the hinge
(14) is | ocatreprbeimgen an edge of a 21 bottomwall (6) of the inner
container (3) and an edge of a bottomwall (11) of the outer container (4)
at the Sopen | atak aleasid ¢18)godup héZbuekrctontatves; (4). 4) A packet of
cigarettes as clained in Claim1l1, 5 wherein the hinge_(14% is |located a

gi ven di stance fd#ordeant et NNgTHSIGRWNEN (F) BPUshedi kher 9&6HPai ner
(3) and frﬁg1an edge of a bottomwall (11) of the outer container (4) at
the open |atetaPf entPaRE8$/ t he outer container (4).

an outer container (4) housing the inner container

(3) and having at least one copen lateral end (13); and

10 a hinge (14) connecting the inner container (3) and
the outer container (4) to allow the inner contalner (3)
to rotate between a closed position, in which the inner
container (3) 1is inserted inside the outer container
(4), and an open position, in which the inner container

15 (3) 1is at least partly extracted from the outer
container (4);

the packet (1) of cigarettes being characterized in
that the hinge (14) is located close to an edge cof a
wall (6, 9) of the inner container (3} and close to an

20 edge of a wall (11, 12) o©of the outer container (4) at
the open lateral end (13) of the outer container {4).

2) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 1,
wherein the hinge (i14) is located between an edge of.a
wall (6, 2) of the inner container (3) and an edge of a

25 wall (11, 12) of the outer container (4) at the open
lateral end (13) of the outer container (4).
3) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 1,

wherein the hinge (14) is located between an edge of a




10 5) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in CQaim1l, wherein the hinge (14)
is |located between an edge of a lateral wall (9) of the inner container
(3) and an edge of a lateral wall (12) of the outer container (4) at the
open lateral end (13) of the outer conbainer (4). 15 6) A packet of
cigarettes as clained in one of Cains 1 to 5, and conprising two inner
containers (3), each of which is housed in the outer container (4), and
is hinged to the outer container (4) along a hinge (14) to rotate between

the_CIOsedk%fggémOQaggﬁé%hecﬂp 29n98§'%§?ﬂﬁlﬁ%r Fgg%ﬁ%joéncba cettes as

clainmed in i n each hinge ( oca ose to n edge of

the bottomyall £8)+8k &Qﬁlcqrmsgqnddﬂw duer st Aimer ({3)aandnhel ose to
an edge of the bottomwall (11) of the 25 outer contalner (4). 8) A packet

of cigarettgserasi£tatdBdend C3 P Ohe Jut8RdcERBRILEENYL| WO groups (2) of
cigarettes, each housed in a respective inner container (3). 22 9) A

packet of cigarefjter asddea netl tagGlraicmes ors 7¢laidedorpr iGlagn ohe group
of cigarettes (2) housed in a first inner container (3a); a second inner
contai nér «!3weacting hinga d3KHirdp 1®cEXed pagketn ofistgaret tesmas
claimed in Claim6 or 7, and conprising one group of cigarettes éZ) housed
in a f|rstaﬂrﬁﬁgec©ﬁtalh@ﬁtP@awaldndfﬁn<H%6§§%o¢®nﬁ©u§@@tﬁhneé dé¢ond

i nner container (3b). 11) A packet of cigarettes as clained in Caiml10,
and from an edge of a bottom wall (1ll) of the outer

container (4) at the open lateral end (13) of the outer
container (4).

10 5) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 1,
wherein the hinge (14) is located between an edge of a
lateral wall {(2) of the inner container (3) and an edge
of a lateral wall (12) of the outer container (4) at the
open lateral end (13) of the outer container (4).

15 6) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in one of
Claims 1 tec 5, and comprising two inner containers (3},
each of which is housed in the ocuter container (4), and
is hinged tc the outer container (4) along a hinge (14)
to rotate between the c¢losed position and the open

20 position.

7) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 6,
wherein each hinge (14} is located close to an edge of
the bottom wall (6) of the corresponding inner container
(3) and close to an edge of the bottom wall (11) of the

25 oguter container (4).

8) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim & or
7, and comprising two groups (2) of cigarettes, each

housed in a respective inner container (3).




10 wherein the hinge (14) of the first inner container (3a) 1is |ocated
bet ween an edge of the bottomwall (6) of the first inner container (3a)
and an edge of the bottom wall (11) of the outer container (4); and the
hi nge (14) of the second inner contaimer (3b) is |ocated between an 15
edge of a lateral wall (9) of the second inner container (3b) and an edge
of a lateral wall (12) of the outer <container (4). 12) A packet of
cigarettes as clainmed in one of Cainms 1 to 5, wherein there is one inner

container (3), d0 Aand,ther oyker;gaptakagr @)cl%%né%ﬁelrp%ir@tﬁrék end
(13). 13) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in any one of Cainms 1 to 12,

wherei n a rearam@l éofySri 8fnghenkngebupc it alitpirdtded s(2owesusdania front
wal | (7) of ‘the 25 inner container (3). 14) A packet of cigarettes as
clai med i n anyioge ohnetl admalinexr 183a andacarpuicnsi nghrsd Opcortbensrf or
limting extraction of the inner container (3) fromthe outer 23

contai ner (@k) EHtihgpackein disltigayettes as claimed in Gaiml4, wherein
the stop nenbers conprise: two retaining tabs (15) projecting outwards of
the 5 éuter cont@i Ferpqelf rofmeimarelitealanatlaine) of €haimj aner

cont ai ner \(1\70) and | ocated close to a rear wall (8) of the i nner , cont ai ner
(3); and two ratdi PR bOLtRSt SE 16F OBPoPéctG YR Ga et s(of hepeeduier

cont ai ner (4) from| ateral vvallslgla of thg
first inner containe : an accessory housed in

a second inner container (3b).
11) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 10,
10 wherein the hinge (14) of the first inner container (3a)
is located between an edge of the bettom wall (6) of the
first inner container (3a) and an edge of the bottom
wall (11) of the ocuter container (4); and the hinge (14)
of the second inner container (3b) is located between an
15 edge of a lateral wall (9) of the second inner container
(3b) and an edge of a lateral wall (12) of the outer
container (4).
12) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in one of
‘Claims 1 to 5, wherein there is one inner container (3),
20 and the outer container (4) has one open lateral end
{13).
13) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 12, wherein a rear wall (8) of the inner
container (3) is lower than a front wall (7) of the
25 inner container (3).
14) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 13, and comprising stop members for limiting

extraction of the inner container (3) from the outer




10 outer container (4), and located close to the open |ateral end (13) of
the outer container (4). 16) A packet of cigarettes as clained in any one
of Cains 1 to 15, wherein the inner container (3) conprises a grip tab
projecting outwards froma top edge 1530f a front wall (7). 17) A packet
of cigarettes as clained in any one of Clains 1 to 15, wherein each

| ateral wall (12) of the outer container (4) has a recess close to the
open lateral end (13). 20 18) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in any one
of Cdains Jotoyd -Wogyein a top wall (10) of the outer container (4) has
a recess close to the open lateral end (13). 19) A packet of cigarettes as

claimed in any org oA pdeké&tabs clge@eltresViey & Thiandd O ®Rhim(7h,0f the

inner container (3) has a recess at the top. 20) A packet of cigarettes as
clai med in ayrone the @ Merdbéos 19ompheset n the inner container (3) has
an 24 open top end (5). 21) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Caim 20,
wherein the openctoprendifb)gotabhe (ilAnepregriciimer ((Bwards |eft thpen, with
no covering. 5 22) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Caim20, wherein
t he i nnér cohted nepntadinesnprd)seramt dae- offtenolveratlosiiyy the dpen top
end (5), and which is connected to the rest of the inner container (3)

al ong tearil}eiesCoBREINSTt o rof ANGhdRCERET ST oRPaitnefeg ) wall

(8) of the inner container (3); and
two retaining pockets (16} projecting inwards of
the outer container (4) from lateral walls (12) of the

10 outer container (4), and located close to the open
lateral end (i3) of the outer container (4).

16) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 15, wherein the inner container (3)
comprises a grip tab projecting outwards from a top edge

15 of a front wall (7). |

17) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 15, wherein each lateral wall (12} of the
cuter container (4} has a recess close to the open
lateral end (13).

20 18) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 15, wherein a top wall (10} of the outer
container (4) has a recess close to the open lateral end
(13).

19) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of

25 Claims 1 to 15, wherein a front wall (7) of the inner
container (3) has a recess at the top.

20) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of

Claims 1 to 19, wherein the inner container (3) has an




10 is unseal ed. 23) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Caim20, wherein
the inner container (3) conprises a hinged Ilid (29) hinged to the inner
container (3) along a lid hinge (30) to rotate, with respect to the inner
container (3), 15 between an open position and a cl osed position opening
and closing the open top end (5) respectively. 24) A packet of cigarettes
as clainmed in daim23, wherein the |id hinge (30) connects a top edge of
arear wall (8) of the inner container (3) to a bottomedge of 20 a rear
wal | (32) ofpddedp dh29)s) 25) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Oaim
24, wherein the l'id (29) conprises a rectangular top wall (31) opposite
and parallel to zibotteacuet! ofbrighrkhees rrRerciconied nes ¢Bimhen,the lid
(29) is in the closed 25 position; a rectangular rear wall (32) form ng an
ext ensi on ofherawartial bpéB) top ehe i(nercfcotiai hetexf 3¢ontnhenet heé3dhid (29)
is in the closed position; and two triangular lateral walls (33) formng
ext ensi ons igf 125t |eperalwitgh |0 (@vefinde i nner container (3) when the
lid (29) is in the closed position. 26) A packet of cigarettes as clained
in daim25 witeih packebpohalligezerter tive dliadned dgti GbaimyZfwo 5
separate superinposed panels (31, 31"). 27% A packet of cigarettes as
clai med i n 'BIRFDN  EP&i nkRDBTt FPE-23MET eil A) t HEPTREL$99) 2hakeakr~attuati ng

system (34).ubl.ch gomnect s the Lid (29 fothe quier gqntaner () so
connected to the rest of the inner container (3) along
tear lines, and is torn off when the inner container (3)
16 1is unsealed.

23) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 20,
wherein the inner container (3) comprises a hinged 1lid
(29) hinged to the inner container (3) along a 1lid hinge
(30) to rotate, with respect to the inner container (3),

15 between an open position and a closed position opening
and closing the open top end (5) respectively.

24) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 23,
wherein the 1lid hinge (30) connects a top edge of a rear
wall (8) of the inner container (3) to a bottom edge of

20 a rear wall (32) of the 1id (29)}.

25) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 24,
wherein the 1lid (29) comprises a rectangular top wall
{31) opposite and parallel to a bottom wall (6) of the
inner container (3) when the 1id {(29) is in the closed

25 position; a rectangular rear wall (32} forming -an
extension of a rear wall (8) of the inner contailner (3)
when the 1id (29) is in the closed position; and two

triangular lateral walls (33) forming extensions of




10 extracted frominserted into the outer container (4), the lid (29) is
connected to the outer container (4) to open/close the lid (29). 28) A
packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Claim27, wherein the actuating system
(34) conprises an actuating 15 tab (3% extending inwards of the outer
container (4) froman edge of a top wall (10) of the outer container (4);
and a slot (36) formed through a top wall (31) of the lid (29), and which
is engaged by the actuating tab (35). 20 29) A packet of cigarettes as

clained in GladmR28ya1Mhere)n shethicd (2Hr COBREL SRS rt W)t aliSed 3The Whi ch
are folded onto the top wall (31) of the lid (29) and at |east partly

close the sigd (86) f£omtheeidBbsled SO3iAipacket of cigarettes as clainmed
in daim?29, 25 wherein the tabs (37) deformpartly to allow the

actuating tab (35) td paghge bliecdlgatreftdes. a3l )cajpasketnofleigaléites as
claimed in daim?29 or 30, wherein the tabs (37) are connected to |ateral
26 walls (B3rointbeel tdp( 2@)lal ohlg fof dthendd d( 1% .d8R)nexd phgk&woof
cigarettes as claimed in Caim31l, wherein each tab (37) is connected to
t he respect§arardtg eyepepposad)ranrohy &3trand¥etse fold line (19) 5
extending along only part of the wdth of the tab (37), in that a_cut (41)
is also formed bBebweBn Rasapof3BNigasrttee Rat fained | ipsHne 38f A

packet of cigareltes 85 Gl e iny one2f 1 i§ AT 4% 0ai2aotiigtel each

system (34) which connects the 1lid (29) to the outer
container (4} so that, when the inner container (3) is

10 extracted from/inserted inte the outer container (4},
the 1id (29) is connected to the outer container (4) to
open/close the 1lid (29).

28) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 27,
wherein the actuating system (34) comprises an actuating

15 tab (35} extending inwards of the outer container (4}
from an edge of a top wall (10) of the outer container
(4); and a slot (36) formed thrcugh a top wall (31) of
the lid (29), and which is engaged by the actuating tab
(35).

20 29) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 28,
wherein the 1lid (29) comprises two tabs (37), which are
folded onto the top wall (31) of the 1lid (29) and at
least partly close the slot (36) from the inside.

30) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 28,

25 wherein the tabs (37 deform partly to allow the
actuating tab (35) to engage the slot (36).

31) A backet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 29

or 30, wherein the tabs (37) are connected to lateral




10 corner, so as to leave the slot (36) partly open. 34) A packet of
cigarettes as clained in one of Cains 29 to 33, wherein each tab (37)
conprises an appendi x (42), which is located close to the top wall (31)
of the Iid (29), is connected to the tab (37) along 15 an oblique fold line
(43), and is folded 180 onto the tab (37). 35) A packet of cigarettes as
clainmed in any one of Cains 1 to 34, wherein the inner container (3) is
formed by folding a flat first blank (17) having two 20 | ongitudinal fold

[ nes (18) wane et of (120Syegpea1 b drdiaesidg) (def i ning. - bet ween
the two longitudinal fold lines (18), a first panel (8') formng a rear

wal | (8); a secamyd papetkéd' prf efipmretacotdsomMained 6)n @ngima3third

panel (7') formng a front wall (7). 25 36) A packet of cigarettes as
claimed i n WemamB5cachheta n (B¢ thsr dopareeltod/’ Yohahea respéottirag fl ap
(20) connected to the third panel (7') along a transverse fold line (19),
and whi ch ilsatfeptalled we8G orB3) t heelarkd r @ 2¥rapavekrs¢7'jotad dtimength&h t he top
portion of the front wall (73. 37) A packet of cigarettes as clained in
Caim335 @ExBedigeralenghentyrearpandl the Wikkd o the stabs5{Bdlera

wings (9'), which formrespective inner portions of the lateral walls (9),
are | ocat edton-pbodi FEtsildds bt #hECf fPEMeFaksitves™) thshd 3 e (Sépar at ed

[omihe I4AgtuPanEl, (89 by ghesjongltudi nal Told ITnes (18); and the
33} A packet of cigarettes as claimed in one cof
Claims 29 to 32, wherein each tab (37} has a bevelled
10 corner, so as to leave the slot (36) partly open.
34) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in one of
Claims 29 to 33, wherein each tab (37) comprises an
appendix (42), which 1s located close to the top wall
(31} of the 1id (29), is connected to the tab (37) along
15 an oblique fold line (43), and is folded 180° onto the
tab (37).
35) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any cne of
Claims 1 to 34, wherein the inner container (3) is
formed by folding a flat first blank (17) having two
20 longitudinal foid lines (18), and a number of transverse
fold lines (19) defining, between the two longitudinal
fold lines (18), a first panel (8') forming a rear waill
(8); a second panel {(6') forming a bottom wall (6):; and
a third panel (7') forming a front waii (7).
25 36) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 35,
wherein the third panel (7'} has a reinforcing flap (20)
connected to the third panel (7'} aleng a transverse

fold line (19), and which is folded 180° onto the third




10 (9"), which formrespective outer portions of the lateral walls (9),
are | ocated on opposite sides of the third panel (7'), and are separated
fromthe third panel (7') by the longitudinal fold lines (18). 38) A
packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Cabkm 37, 15 wherein each first |ateral
wing (9') of the first panel (8') has a tab (21) separated fromthe first
lateral wng (9') by a transverse fold line (19). 39) A packet of
cigarettes as clainmed in Claim37 or 38, wherein a w ndow (22) is forned

in each firsine20 (hagerd MtPSnéQhéna%@eCQRhﬁ'ﬁ§r€16ﬁSQﬁ§ttN@ Febakni ng tab
(15); and each second | ateral wing ( ha recess (23) located so as to

be superinpased over a respective retalnlng tab (15). 40) A packet of
cigarettes as clainmed in any one of 25 Clains 1 to 39, wherein the outer
container (4) is37fornedchytl adfdiaggardtiads sesordaimank (R4)14awi B t wo

| ongi tudinal fold lines (25), and a nunber of transverse fold |lines (26)
defini ng, b=t wedn tM@emwanlomgetuﬁnnat 28ané¢ bl d(§ 1 nehg5kweoa first panel
(11') form ng an inner portlon of a bottom wall éll) a second panel (12')
form ngda |latgzal walmg% 1£3}) a ¥iriel parel respeytiveningerarerspiaakl (10);
a fourth panel (12") formng_another 5 lateral wall (12); and a fifth panel
(11") fornmi%ly & bateFaporeilesi df)vhetSothWintad |oF 1q5>POa&§eAsbﬁeﬁet of

cigarettes d |n Cla 4 wherein the third anel has two
reinforcindgf %b@ n? ?8 P ocatEH B8R oppoRFFe %?dé@“%ﬁ %H@ third
first panel (8') by the longitudinal fold lines (18);
and the third panel (7') has two second lateral wings
10 (9"), which form respective outer portions of the
lateral walls (9}, are located on opposite sides of the
third panel (7'), and are separated from the third panel
(7") by the longitudinal fold lines (18).
38) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 37,
15 wherein each first lateral wing (9') of the first panel
(B') has a takb (21) separated from the first lateral
wing (9') by a transverse fold line (19).
39) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 37
or 38, wherein a window (22) is formed in each first
20 lateral wing (9') and contains a respective retaining
tab (15); and each second lateral wing (9") has a recess
(23) located so as to be superimposed over a respective
retaining tab (15).
40) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
25 Claims 1 to 39, wherein the outer container (4) is
formed by folding a flat second blank (24) having two
longitudinal fold lines (25}, and a number of transverse

fold lines (26) defining, between the two longitudinal




10 panel (10'), are separated fromthe third panel (10') by the

| ongitudinal fold lines (25), and are folded 180 onto the third panel
(10') to strengthen the top wall (10). 42) A packet of cigarettes as
claimed in Caim40 15 or 41, wherein2the second panel (12') and the
fourth panel (12") each have two retaining pockets (16), which are

| ocated on opposite sides of the relative panel (12', 12"), are separated
fromthe relative panel (12', 12") by the longitudinal fold lines (25),

and are folgleth 20nd800 ct,0 éh@iﬁ:@ltatfia&eejparo@h'ﬁl%'o,rmliz{g)-aﬁlBELHAe@acket of
cigarettes as clained in Claim40, 41 or 42, wherein the first panel (11')
has two caqecidmgotfabs (RF)comvhivahlar g1l pcakedsOfon@pesidea sides of the
first panel (11'), are separated fromthe 25 first panel (11') by the

| ongi t udi nafformirdy |a nest4€25) ,wabhhd(a2E; f ol detlrd8Panaio(1bé)f fostipgnel
(11'); and each connecting tab (28) is glued to a bottomwall (6) of a
respective @ nhep e@dtlai he) ( 3p tiountigepsheli dder) 29 ompintai areth8y to the
outer container (4). 44) A packet of cigarettes as clained in any one of
Claims % todEraherelh tH)iinmrdcantfEHifidr papels (IR gl xwinheanut er
container (4) by a connecting tab 5 (28),_ which is hinged to the outer

cont ai ner 6%%f§¥&mft%QRaQﬁréhﬁ(HQBt%mdwﬁ}beﬁl%b'a bottomwal | (6) of the

ner ol et 9) n 45) o PaEHC b B AR TR 1B 05 g7 44
wherein the third panel (10') has two reinforcing flaps
{27), which are located on opposite sides of the third

100 panel (10"), are separated from the third panel (10')} by
the longitudinal fold lines (25), and are folded 180°
ontoc the third panel (1I0') to strengthen the top wall
(10) .

42) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 40

15 or 41, wherein the second panel (12') and the fourth
panel (12") each have two retaining pockets (16), which
are located on opposite sides of the relative panel
(12", 12"), are separated from the relative panel (12',
12") by the longitudinal fold lines (25), and are folded

20 180° onto the relative panel (127, 12").

43) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 40,
41 or 42, wherein the first panel (11') has two
connecting tabs (28), which are located on opposite
sides of the first panel (11'), are separated from the

25 first panel (11') by the longitudinal fold lines (25),
and are folded 180° onto the first panel (11'}); and each
connecting tab (28) is glued to a bottom wall (6) of a

respective inner <container (3} to hinge the inner




10 12) of the outer container (4) using non-setting, re- stick adhesive.
46) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Claim44, wherein the connecting
tab (28) is glued to a wall (11, 12) of the outer container (4) using
weak-stick adhesive 15 which releases pds hold the first tine the inner
container (3) is extracted. 47) A packet of cigarettes as clainmed in Claim
44, wherein the connecting tab (28) is fixed to a wall (11, 12) of the
outer container (4) by a tear line whichis 20 torn the first time the

inner cont aera{Bri 53) exd ract et 48) s Packet efycigarettes as clained in
any one of Clains 1 to 43, wherein the inner container (3) is hinged to

the outer container A Paded SONNEEE &Y &8Da25c(28heaWhCAnySohknged to the
i nner container (3) along the hinge (14) and glued to a wall (11, 12) of

the outer «lmimd nar €4).4349) vheracket tbk cigaset tem@asindai ngd 1 nsCA ai m
48, 30 wherein the connecting tab (28) is glued to a wall (6, 9) of the
i nner cont diinegredq 3fougiheg amoresetbnhginee- Gt ckyadhesdtvesctsil)g Atphacket of
cigarettes as claimed in Claim48, 5 wherein the connecting tab (28) is
glued té6 a W), (Bhich) ief himgedhner that alier (@ntusingr webk-slpol
adhesive which releases its hold the first tine the inner. container (3)
i s extract éd® shingepddiddt ¥hdcpdaeet thes as katdigFed'dhl A(&) muB, the

inner container {(3).
45) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 44,
wherein the connecting tab (28) is glued to a wall {11,
10 12} of the outer container (4} using non-setting, re-
stick adhesive.
46) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 44,
wherein the connecting tab (28) is glued to a wali (11,
12) of the outer container (4) using weak-stick adhesive
15 which releases 1its hold the first time the inner
container (3) is extracted.
47) A packet of cilgarettes as claimed in Claim 44,
wherein the connecting tab (28) is fixed to a wall (13,
12) of the outer container (4) by a tear line which is
200 torn the first time the inner container (3) 1is
extracted.
48) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 43, wherein the inner container (3) is
hinged to the outer container (4) by a connecting tab
25 (28), which is hinged tc¢ the inner container (3) along
the hinge (14) and glued tc a wall (i1, 12} of the outer
container (4).

49) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 48,




10 wherein the connecting tab (28) is fixed to a wall (6, 9) of the inner
container (3) by atear line whichis torn the first tine the inner
container (3) is extracted. 52) A packet of cigarettes as clained in any
one of 15 Clainms 1 to 51, wherein the3bateral walls (12) of the outer
container (4) each have a recess (39) exposing the lateral walls (9) of
the inner container (3) underneath. 53) A packet of cigarettes as clained
in any one of Clains 1 to 52, and conprising a retaining nmenber for 20

hol di ng t heyhd&nern CeRtakBeheC)ingn tdre cr@sedspesiubidono W thadl ceptain
anount of force. 54) A rigid, sw ng-open packet of cigarettes conprising:
at | east on®) gp@UpPtiR) idhedi gavethener25 Bt Leasy omem-suiarirepnt aerer (3)
housi ng the group (2) of cigarettes; an outer container (4) housing the

i nner cont adtneck {@eairde having at | east one open lateral end (13); and 31
a hinge (14) connecting the inner container (3) and the outer container (4)
to allow the innE}) chnpachet ¢3) cigeneditgse dretwesimed clvselapositbion, in
whi ch the inner container (3) is inserted inside the outer container 5
(4), and arspeniposiei 6ANNPRCWARCH dhe(dhhet S cOALERN&C F3yats 4P| east
BZLLL{ oxt gga)ggggt ngmigggﬁﬂét&%ﬁ%@t Aderadfly 23)i L8k IR Rg oPen

which releases 1its hold the first time the inner
container (3} 1s extracted.
51) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in Claim 48,
10 wherein the connecting tab (28) is fixed te a wall (6,
9) of the inner container (3) by a tear line which is
torn the first time the inner container (3) is
extracted.
52) A packet of cigareties as claimed in any one of
15 Claims 1 to 51, wherein the lateral walls (12) of the
outer container (4) each have a recess (39) exposing the
lateral walls (9) of the inner container (3) underneath.
53) A packet of cigarettes as claimed in any one of
Claims 1 to 52, and comprising a retaining member for
20 holding the inner container (3) in the closed position
with a certain amount of force.
54}y A rigid, swing-open packet of cigarettes
comprising:
at least one group (2) of cigarettes;
25 at least one inner container (3) housing the group
{2) of cigarettes;
an outer container (4) housing the inner container

(3) and having at least one open lateral end (13); and




10 two groups (2) of cigarettes; two inner containers (3), each housing a
group (2) of cigarettes; an outer container (4) housing the two inner
containers (3) and having two opposite open lateral ends 15 (13); and a

hi nge (14) connecting each inner contagner (3) and the outer container (4)
to allow the inner container (3) to rotate between a closed position, in
which the 1inner container (3) is inserted inside the outer 20 contai ner
(4), and an open position, in which the inner container (3) is at |east

partly extracted; fHagd her4 PWEEn&oNL 84 Nehe (ner container (3) and
the outer container (4) to allow the inner container (3)

to rotate between a closed position, in which the inner

container (3) 1s inserted inside the outer container

5 (4), and an open position, in which the inner container

(3} 1is at least partly extracted from the outer

container (4).

55) A rigid, swing-open packet of cigarettes
comprising:
10 two groups (2) of cigarettes;

two inner containers (3), each housing a group (2)
of cigarettes;
an outer container (4) housing the two inner
containers (3) and having two opposite open lateral ends
15 {13}); and
a hinge (14) connecting each inner container (3)
and the outer container (4) to allow the inner container
(3) to rotate between a closed position, in which the
inner container (3) 1s 1inserted inside the outer
20 rcontainer (4), and an open position, in which the inner
container (3) 1is at least partly extracted from the

outer container (4).




