ABSTRACT STRAI N OF RHODOCOCCUS RHODOCHROUS NCI MB 41164 AND | TS USE AS
PRODUCER OF NI TRI LE HYDRATASE A m croorgani sm which i s Rhodococcus
rhodochrous strain NCIMB 41164 or a nutant thereof. A nethod of culturing
the mcroorganismin a culture nmediumconprising urea or urea derivative is
clainmed. A nitrite hydratase obtainable fromthe mcroorganismis clained.
Also claimed is a process of prepari-3§-an ani de fromthe corresponding
nitrite wherein the nitrite is subjected to a hydration reaction in an
aqueous nediumin the presence of a biocatal yst selected fromthe group
consisting of a mcroorganismwhich is a Rhodococcus rhodochrous strain
NUMB 41164, a nutant thereof and a nitrite hydratase obtainable from
Rhodococcus rhodochrous strain NGABBITBAER or a nutant thereof. Al so

claimed is a nethod of storing the Rhodococcus rhodochrous NUVB 41164. No
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STRAIN OF RHODOCOCCUS RHODOCHROUS NCIMB 41164 AND ITS USE AS
PRODUCER OF NITRILE HYDRATASE

A microorganism which is Rhodococcus rhodochrous strain NCIMB 41164 or a mutant
thereof. A method of culturing the microorganism in a culture medium comprising urea
or urea derivative is claimed. A nitrite hydratase obtainable from the microorganism is
claimed. Also claimed is a process of preparing an amide from the corresponding nitrite
wherein the nitrite is subjected to a hydration reaction in an aqueous medium in the
presence of a biocatalyst selected from the group consisting of a microorganism which is
a Rhodococcus rhodochrous strain NUMB 41164, a mutant thereof and a nitrite hydratase
obtainable from Rhodococcus rhodochrous strain NCIMB 41164 or a mutant thereof.
Also claimed is a method of storing the Rhodococcus rhodochrous NUMB 41164.
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