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Claims 

1. A system (100) for fulfillment of a medication requisitionto obtain 	contained 

medication unit to be dispensed by a patient care provider (10) for administra, on to a patient 

(70);  comprising: 

a requisition generator (20) for use by the patient care provider ( 	) to generate a 

5 medication requisition, in an automated or partially automated manne , for at least one 

contained unit of a medication for administration to a patient, where 	the requisition 

generator (20) is operable to derive data from a data stream to 	nerate the medication 

requisition; 

requisition fulfillment logic (30) comprising an algoritrm for use by the patient care 

10 

15 

provider (10) and executed by a computer-based tool to 	ocess the medication requisition to 

provide decision data for use in selecting one of a plurity of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) to 

fulfill the medication requisition, wherein the decisioyaata is based at least in part on one of 

stored medication requisition fulfillment cost data, stored medication requisition fulfillment 

timing data corresponding to and provided by e ch of the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 

60b); 

a medication requisition database 10), wherein each of said plurality of fulfillment 

sites (50, 60a, 60b) is operable to prov= medication requisition metadata for storage in the 

medication requisition database (90) P=garding medication requisition fulfillment at the 

fulfillment site; and 

20 a requisition router (40) 	route the medication requisition to a selected fulfillment site 

(50, 60a, 60b) selected from 	e plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) for fulfillment of the 

medication requisition, wh- -in a contained medication unit corresponding with the 

medication requisition is, btained by the patient care provider (10) from the selected 

fulfillment site for dispF sing and for administration to the patient (70), and wherein the 

25 selected fulfillmen 	e provides medication requisition metadata regarding the contained 

medication unit 	storage in the medication requisition database (90). 

2. A system (100) according to Claim 1, wherein at least one of the plurality of 

fulfillmen, 	tes (50, 60a, 60b) is a remote fulfillment (60a, 60b) site that is remotely located 

30 relativ 	o the patient care provider (10). 
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3. A system (100) according to Claim 1 or Claim 2, wherein the requisition 

generator (20), requisition fulfillment logic (30), and requisition router (40) are located at the 

patient care provider (10). 

5 4. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-3, wherein another 	e (50) 

of the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) is at a patient care provider site c 	responding 

to the patient care provider (10). 

5. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-4, wherei 	the patient care 

10 	provider (10) comprises an entity authorized by a governing regulatory 	dy to prepare 

medication requisitions. / 

6. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1, wherein the patient care 

provider (10) comprises one or more of the following: 

15 an acute care site; 

a hospital; 

a home infusion pharmacy; 

a physician office; or 

a free standing infusion clinic. 

20 

7. A system (100) according to 	ny one of Claims 1-6, wherein the patient care 

provider (10) comprises a hospital havin "'an affiliated pharmacy (50). 

8. A system (100) acc 	ding to any one of Claims 1-7, wherein the medication 

25 	requisition database (90) is oper, 	le to store the medication requisition metadata in 

corresponding relation to a m 	!cation requisition record. 

9. A system ' 00) according to Claim 8, wherein the contained medication unit 

comprises at least on 	f the following: 

30 a patient sp 	ific unit comprising a medication unit designated for administration to a 

specific patient; 

a non g.,  tient specific unit comprising a medication unit to be subsequently 

designated 	6r-  administration to a specific patient; or, 

a 	edication component source unit to be used in the preparation of a patient specific 

35 	unit o 	non-patient specific unit. 
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10. A system (100) according to Claim 8 or Claim 9, wherein the contained 

medication unit comprises a nutritional supplement or a component of a nutritional 

supplement that requires administration by the patient care provider (10). 

5 11. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 8-10, wherein the co : =ined 

medication unit is received by the patient care provider (10) from the remote fulfillment site 

(60a, 60b), wherein the contained medication unit is associated with a kit composing a 

plurality of contained medication units, wherein the plurality of contained me/cation units 

have corresponding medication requisitions that are associable with a kit iptentifier 

10 corresponding with the kit, and wherein said kit identifier comprises a r2dchinereadable 

marking on a container used for handling the plurality of contained m dication units. 

1 
12. A system (100) according to any one of Clams 8 	, wherein the contained 

medication unit is to be administered to the patient (70) at th 	patient care provider site. 

15 / 

13. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 8-12, wherein the medication 
411  

requisition fulfillment cost data and the medication resit isition fulfillment timing data are stored 

in the medication requisition database (90). 	/ 

4/  

20 14. A system (100) according to a 	one of Claims 1-13, wherein the medication 

requisition fulfillment timing data comprise 	least one of: 
i 

medication requisition fulfillment 	vad time data; 

medication requisition availably 	data; 
e 

medication requisition delivery schedule data; 

25 medication requisition e 	acy timing data; or 

medication unit compo ent efficacy timing data. 

15. A system/ 00) according to any one of Claims 1-14, wherein each of the 

plurality of fulfillment 	' es (50, 60a, 60b) provides a portion of the medication requisition 

30 fulfillment cost data 	nd medication requisition fulfillment timing data corresponding to the 

respective fulfill 	nt site to the medication requisition database (90). 

16 	A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-15, wherein requisition 

fulfillmen✓ogic (30) is at least in part customizable by the patient care provider (10). 

35 

17. 	A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-16, wherein thealgorithm is 

f 	use in processing the medication requisition in relation to both stored medication 

requisition fulfillment cost data and stored medication requisition timing data. 
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18. A system (100) according to Claim 17, wherein the algorithm comprises 

selectable weighting parameters associated with each of the medication requisition fulfills ent 

cost data and the medication requisition fulfillment timing data. 

5 

according to Claim 18, wherein the weighting pare 	eters 19. A system (100) 
4, 

associated with the medication requisition fulfillment cost data and the medicaptn requisition 

fulfillment timing data are customizable by the patient care provider (10). 
r
ti 

/1  
10 	20. 	A system (100) accordhg to any one of Claims 17-19, wperein the patient care 

4 
provider (10) defines additional logic parameters for use by the requ

i
isltion fulfillment logic 

(30). 4 
4 C  

i 

21. A system (100) according to any one of Claim/1-20, wherein the requisition 

15 	fulfillment logic (30) is operable to automatically select the, 'elected fulfillment site at least 

partially based on the decision data. 

/ 
22. A system (100) according to any on'

/  of Claims 1-21, wherein the requisition 

router (40) is operable to automatically route thennedication requisition to the selected 

20 	fulfillment site for fulfillment of the medicationiequisition. 
// 

23. A system (100) the accordinolo any one of Claims 1-22, wherein 	selected 

fulfillment site is adapted to 

requisition rejection to the requisition 

selectively//automatically, or semiautomatically communicate a 
i 
fulfillment logic and medication requisition database in 
ii  

25 	relation to the medication requisitibn, wherein the requisition fulfillment logic is operable to 

reprocess the medication req 	sition to generate decision data for use in the selection of 

another one of the plurality ulfillment sites for fulfillment of the medication requisition. 

24. A syste 	(100) according to any one of Claims 1-23, wherein themedication 

30 	requisition metadat 	comprises at least one of the following types of data: 
41  medicatiop source data indicative of at least one of: 

/. 9 	a manufacturer of a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a lot number of a component of the contained medication unit 

35 	/ 	corresponding to the medication requisition, 

/ 	

an expiration date of a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

AMENDED SHEET 



PCT/US 2013/031 707 - 26-03-2014 

5 

a serial number of a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

a drug code indicative of the identity of a component of the containe 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition; 

5 fulfillment data indicative of at least one of: 

image data corresponding with a component of the containe 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or thytontained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 	, 

scanned data obtained from a component of the contained medication 

10 
/ 

unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 	7y  
f 

analytic data regarding a component of the contained medication unit 
ti 

corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 
s 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 
" 

pharmacist review data corresponding with at least one pharmacist 
1 

15 review of a component of the contained med)dation unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition or the contained metrication unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition, 	 i 

compliance data correspondindwith best practices associated with a 

component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 
/1 

20 requisition or the contained mediCation unit corresponding to the medication 
ei  requisition, 	 6" 

25 

" 
sterility assessme7bata corresponding to a component of the 

contained medication unif corresponding to the medication requisition or the ir 
contained medicatiomanit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a listing of attions corresponding to a component of the contained 
4." 

medication unit g8rresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unicorresponding to the medication requisition, 

tim 4tamp data corresponding to actions corresponding to a 

compon 	of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

30 requis/on or the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

re Ssition, or 
ar 	a listing of life cycle events taken with respect a component of the 

al 
'contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition. 

35 

25. 	A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-24, wherein the patient care 

p der (10) is capable of accessing at least a portion of the medication requisition metadata 

om the medication requisition database (90). 
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26. 	A system (100) according to Claim 25, wherein the medication requisition 

metadata comprises at least one of the following types of data: 

medication source data indicative of at least one of: 

5 a manufacturer of a component of the contained medication 	it 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a lot number of a component of the contained medicatio 	unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

an expiration date of a component of the containe 	edication unit 

10 corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a serial number of a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

a drug code indicative of the identity of 	6omponent of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medicat' n requisition; 
,, 

15 chain of custody data indicative of at least one of: / 

a listing of entities in possession 	f a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the 	edication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to tt2 medication requisition, 

a listing of users that havee taken an action with respect to the 

20 contained medication unit cor 	sponding to the medication requisition, wherein 

the listing of users is corm
,
' 	ed to specific actions taken by each user, or 

tracking informat' n " corresponding to physical movement of a 

component of the coined medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the c ritained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

25 requisition; 	/ 
fulfillment data indicat e of at least one of: 

30 

35 

ima 	data corresponding with a component of the contained 

medica i 	unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

scanned data obtained from a component of the contained medication 

it corresponding to the medication requisition, 

analytic data regarding a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

pharmacist review data corresponding with at least one pharmacist 

review of a component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition, 
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compliance data corresponding with best practices associated with a 

component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the medicatio 

requisition, 

sterility assessment data corresponding to a component of h 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisit6Un or the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requ 	bon, 

a listing of actions corresponding to a component of to/contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisitio kr the contained 

10 medication unit corresponding to the medication requisite,  

time stamp data corresponding to actions corresponding to a 

component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 
,..6 

requisition or the contained medication unit conisponding to the medication 
41 

requisition, or 	 f 
15 a listing of life cycle events taken with respect a component of the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the 
is  

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition; or 

environmental data indicative of at least Tie of: 

a temperature to which /component of the contained medication unit 

20 corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the med:,  at  tion requisition has been exposed, / 

a temperature t Which and corresponding time period for which a temperature t 

of the co rained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the 	cintained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

25 requisition has 	een exposed, 

whe ,er a component of the contained medication unit corresponding 

to the mei:cation requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to 

the m 	cation requisition is refrigerated, 

whether a component of the contained medication unit corresponding 

30 he medication requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to 
, I 
sthe medication requisition is frozen, 

a temperature profile experienced by a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

35 accelerometer data corresponding to forces experienced by a 

component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition. 
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27. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-26, further comprising: 

a distributed medication requisition management system comprising a distribute 

medication requisition management client at each of the plurality of fulfillment sites in 
..i 

5 operative communication with the requisition router to receive the medication requisit ion from 

the requisition router. 

28. A system (100) according to Claim 27, further comprising: 	4 

49' 
a medication requisition management network (80) at least compriging the distributed 

10 medication requisition management clients, the medication requisition 	tabase (90), and the 

requisition router (40). 	 / 
„AA 

frit" 
29. A system (100) according to any one of Claim 2Kwherein at least a portion of 

the medication requisition data is located at separate physic/locations, in particular, wherein 

15 medication requisition fulfillment cost data is located at se arate physical location and/or 

wherein the medication requisition fulfillment timing dal /is located at separate physical 

location. 	 / 
I 

30. A system (100) according to Claif, i 29, wherein the medication requisition 

20 database (90) is operative to store the mediceiion requisition in particular, wherein the 
,41 

medication requisition database (90) is operative to store the medication requisition fulfillment 
/ 

cost data and/or wherein the medicationatrequisition database (90) is operative to store the 

medication requisition fulfillment timin/data. 

/ 
25 A; 31. A system (100) according to Claim 30, wherein the medication requisition 

database (90) stores the mediation requisition metadata in corresponding relation to the 

medication requisition. 

0/ 
32. A distrpried medication requisition management system (100), comprising: 

30 a requisition 	enerator (20) to generate a medication requisition for at least one 

contained unit o 	medication for dispensing by a patient care provider (10); 

a media- tion requisition database (90) operable to store the medication requisition; 

a pl 	all y of medication requisition management clients resident at a plurality of 

fulfillmen 	es (50, 60a, 60b) capable of fulfilling the medication requisition; 

35 = medication requisition management network (80) in operative communication with 

eac +of the plurality of medication requisition management clients, the medication requisition 

d 	abase (90), and the requisition generator (20), wherein the medication requisition 

anagement network (80) is operable to provide the medication requisition to the medication 
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requisition management client of a selected fulfillment site of the plurality of fulfillment sites 

(50, 60a, 60b); 

wherein the patient care provider (10) obtains a contained medication unit 

corresponding with the medication requisition from the selected fulfillment site for disp 	sing 

5 	and administration to the patient (70), and wherein the selected fulfillment site provi 	s 

medication requisition metadata to the medication requisition management netw 	(80) for 

storage in the medication requisition database (90) in corresponding relation t 	he 

medication requisition. 

10 33. A method for fulfillment of a medication requisition to be 	ispensed by a 

patient care provider (10) for administration to a patient, comprising 

generating a medication requisition by use of a requisition 	enerator (20) by a patient 

care provider (10), said medication requisition being for at leas one contained unit of a 

medication for administration to a patient; 

15 processing the medication requisition by use of re 	isition fulfillment logic by the 

patient care provider (10) and executed by a cornputeFpased tool, said processing providing 

decision data for use in selecting one of a plurality o 	ulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) to fulfill 

the medication requisition, wherein the decision d 	a is based at least in part on one of 

medication requisition fulfillment cost data or 	d cation requisition fulfillment timing data 

20 	corresponding to each of the plurality of ful i 	ent sites (50, 60a, 60b); and 

routing the medication requisition 	a requisition router (40) to a selected fulfillment 

site (50, 60a, 60b) selected from the pl 	ality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) for preparation 

of the medication requisition. 

25 34. A method accor Tng to Claim 33, further comprising: 

selecting automatica 	by operation of said requisition fulfillment logic (30), the 

selected fulfillment site (5 	60a, 60b) at least partially based on the decision data. 

35. A 	e 	od according to any one of Claims 33-35 further comprising: 

30 routing au 	matically, by operation of said router (40), the medication requisition to the 

selected fulfill 	nt site (50, 60a, 60b) for fulfillment of the medication requisition. 

36 	A method according to any one of Claims 33-35, utilizing a system (100) 

accord 	g to any one of Claims 1-32. 
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CLAIMS 

1. A system (100) for fulfillment of a medication requisition to obtain a contained 

medication unit to be dispensed by a patient care provider (10) for administration to a patient 

5 (70), comprising: 

a requisition generator (20) for use by the patient care provider (10) to generate a 

medication 	requisition, 	in an 	automated 	or partially automated 	manner, for at least one 

contained unit of a medication for administration to a patient, wherein the requisition generator 

(20) is operable to derive data from a data stream to generate the medication requisition; 

10 requisition fulfillment logic (30) comprising an algorithm for use by the patient care 

provider (10) and executed by a computer-based tool to process the medication requisition to 

provide decision data for use in selecting one of a plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) to 

fulfill the medication requisition, wherein the decision data is based at least in part on one of 

stored medication requisition fulfillment cost data or stored medication requisition fulfillment 

15 timing data corresponding to and provided by each of the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 

60b); 

a medication requisition database (90), wherein each of said plurality of fulfillment sites 

(50, 60a, 60b) is operable to provide medication requisition metadata for storage in the 

medication requisition database (90) regarding medication requisition fulfillment at the fulfillment 

20 site; and 

a requisition router (40) to route the medication requisition to a selected fulfillment site 

(50, 60a, 60b) selected from the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) for fulfillment of the 

medication requisition, wherein a contained medication unit corresponding with the medication 

requisition is obtained by the patient care provider (10) from the selected fulfillment site for 

25 dispensing and for administration to the patient (70), and wherein the selected fulfillment site 

provides medication requisition metadata regarding the contained medication unit for storage in 

the medication requisition database (90). 

2. A system (100) according to Claim 1, wherein at least one of the plurality of 

30 fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) is a remote fulfillment (60a, 60b) site that is remotely located 

relative to the patient care provider (10). 

-23- 



3. A system (100) according to Claim 	1 	or Claim 	2, 	wherein the 	requisition 

generator (20), requisition fulfillment logic (30), and requisition router (40) are located at the 

patient care provider (10). 

5 4. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-3, wherein another one (50) of 

the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) is at a patient care provider site corresponding to 

the patient care provider (10). 

5. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-4, wherein the patient care 

10 provider (10) comprises an entity authorized by a governing regulatory body to prepare 

medication requisitions. 

6. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-5, wherein the patient care 

provider (10) comprises one or more of the following: 

15 an acute care site; 

a hospital; 

a home infusion pharmacy; 

a physician office; or 

a free standing infusion clinic. 

20 

7. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-6, wherein the patient care 

provider (10) comprises a hospital having an affiliated pharmacy (50). 

8. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-7, wherein the medication 

25 requisition 	database 	(90) 	is 	operable 	to 	store 	the 	medication 	requisition 	metadata 	in 

corresponding relation to a medication requisition record. 

9. A system (100) according to Claim 8, wherein the contained medication unit 

comprises at least one of the following: 

30 a patient specific unit comprising a medication unit designated for administration to a 

specific patient; 

a non-patient specific unit comprising a medication unit to be subsequently designated 

for administration to a specific patient; or, 
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a medication component source unit to be used in the preparation of a patient specific 

unit or a non-patient specific unit. 

10. A system 	(100) according to Claim 	8 or Claim 9, wherein the contained 

5 medication unit comprises a nutritional supplement or a component of a nutritional supplement 

that requires administration by the patient care provider (10). 

10 

11. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 8-10, wherein the contained 

medication unit is received by the patient care provider (10) from the remote fulfillment site (60a, 

60b), wherein the contained medication unit is associated with a kit comprising a plurality of 

contained 	medication 	units, 	wherein 	the 	plurality 	of 	contained 	medication 	units 	have 

corresponding medication requisitions that are associable with a kit identifier corresponding with 

the kit, and wherein said kit identifier comprises a machine-readable marking on a container 

used for handling the plurality of contained medication units. 

15 

12. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 8-11, wherein the contained 

medication unit is to be administered to the patient (70) at the patient care provider site. 

13. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 8-12, wherein the medication 

20 requisition fulfillment cost data and the medication requisition fulfillment timing data are stored in 

the medication requisition database (90). 

14. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-13, wherein the medication 

requisition fulfillment timing data comprises at least one of: 

25 medication requisition fulfillment lead time data; 

medication requisition availability data; 

medication requisition delivery schedule data; 

medication requisition efficacy timing data; or 

medication unit component efficacy timing data. 

30 

15. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-14, wherein each of the 

plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) provides a 	portion of the medication 	requisition 

fulfillment cost data and medication requisition fulfillment timing data corresponding to the 

respective fulfillment site to the medication requisition database (90). 

-25- 



16. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 	1-15, 	wherein 	requisition 

fulfillment logic (30) is at least in part customizable by the patient care provider (10). 

5 17. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-16, wherein the algorithm is for 

use in processing the medication requisition in relation to both stored medication requisition 

fulfillment cost data and stored medication requisition timing data. 

18. A 	system 	(100) according 	to 	Claim 	17, wherein the 	algorithm 	comprises 

10 selectable weighting parameters associated with each of the medication requisition fulfillment 

cost data and the medication requisition fulfillment timing data. 

19. A system (100) according to Claim 	18, wherein the weighting parameters 

associated with the medication requisition fulfillment cost data and the medication requisition 

15 fulfillment timing data are customizable by the patient care provider (10). 

20. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 17-19, wherein the patient care 

provider (10) defines additional logic parameters for use by the requisition fulfillment logic (30). 

20 21. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-20, wherein the requisition 

fulfillment logic (30) is operable to automatically select the selected fulfillment site at least 

partially based on the decision data. 

22. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-21, wherein the requisition 

25 router (40) is operable to automatically route the medication requisition to the selected fulfillment 

site for fulfillment of the medication requisition. 

23. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-22, wherein the selected 

fulfillment site is adapted to selectively, automatically, or semi-automatically communicate a 

30 requisition rejection to the requisition fulfillment logic and medication requisition database in 

relation to the medication requisition, wherein the requisition fulfillment logic is operable to 

reprocess the medication requisition to generate decision data for use in the selection of 

another one of the plurality of fulfillment sites for fulfillment of the medication requisition. 
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24. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-23, wherein the medication 

requisition metadata comprises at least one of the following types of data: 

medication source data indicative of at least one of: 

a 	manufacturer of a 	component 	of the 	contained 	medication 	unit 

5 

10 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a 	lot 	number 	of 	a 	component 	of the 	contained 	medication 	unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

an expiration date of a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a 	serial 	number of a component of the contained 	medication 	unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

a drug code indicative of the identity of a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition; 

fulfillment data indicative of at least one of: 

15 

20 

image data corresponding with a component of the contained medication 

unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

scanned data obtained from a component of the contained medication 

unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

analytic data regarding a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

pharmacist review data corresponding with at least one pharmacist 

review of a component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

25 medication requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition, 

compliance data corresponding with best practices associated with a 

component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

30 requisition, 

sterility assessment data corresponding to a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 
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a 	listing of actions corresponding to a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

time stamp data corresponding to actions corresponding to a component 

5 of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or 

the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

a listing of life cycle events taken with respect a component of the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition. 

10 

25. A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-24, wherein the patient care 

provider (10) is capable of accessing at least a portion of the medication requisition metadata 

from the medication requisition database (90). 

15 26. A system 	(100) according to Claim 	25, 	wherein the medication requisition 

metadata comprises at least one of the following types of data: 

medication source data indicative of at least one of: 

20 

a 	manufacturer of a 	component 	of the 	contained 	medication 	unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a 	lot 	number 	of 	a 	component 	of the 	contained 	medication 	unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

an expiration date of a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a 	serial 	number of a 	component of the 	contained 	medication 	unit 

25 corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

a drug code indicative of the identity of a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition; 

chain of custody data indicative of at least one of: 

a 	listing of entities in possession of a component of the contained 

30 medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a listing of users that have taken an action with respect to the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, wherein the listing of 

users is correlated to specific actions taken by each user, or 
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tracking information corresponding to physical movement of a component 

of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or 

the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition; 

fulfillment data indicative of at least one of: 

5 

10 

image data corresponding with a component of the contained medication 

unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

scanned data obtained from a component of the contained medication 

unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

analytic data regarding a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition, 

pharmacist review data corresponding with at least one 	pharmacist 

review of a component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

15 medication requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition, 

compliance data corresponding with best practices associated with a 

component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

20 requisition, 

sterility assessment data corresponding to a component of the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

a listing of actions corresponding to a component of the contained 

25 medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, 

time stamp data corresponding to actions corresponding to a component 

of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or 

the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

30 a listing of life cycle events taken with respect a component of the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the 

contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition; or 

environmental data indicative of at least one of: 
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a temperature to which a component of the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained medication unit 

corresponding to the medication requisition has been exposed, 

a temperature to which and corresponding time period for which a 

5 component of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication 

requisition has been exposed, 

whether a component of the contained medication unit corresponding to 

the medication requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

10 medication requisition is refrigerated, 

whether a component of the contained medication unit corresponding to 

the medication requisition or the contained medication unit corresponding to the 

medication requisition is frozen, 

a temperature profile experienced by a component of the contained 

15 medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or the contained 

medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition, or 

accelerometer data corresponding to forces experienced by a component 

of the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition or 

the contained medication unit corresponding to the medication requisition. 

20 

27.  A system (100) according to any one of Claims 1-26, further comprising: 

a distributed 	medication 	requisition 	management system 	comprising 	a 	distributed 

medication requisition management client at each of the plurality of fulfillment sites in operative 

communication with the requisition 	router to receive the medication 	requisition from the 

25 	requisition router. 

28.  A system (100) according to Claim 27, further comprising: 

a medication requisition management network (80) at least comprising the distributed 

medication requisition management clients, the medication requisition database (90), and the 

30 	requisition router (40). 

29.  A system (100) according to any one of Claim 28, wherein at least a portion of 

the medication requisition data is located at separate physical locations, in particular, wherein 
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medication 	requisition fulfillment cost data is located 	at separate physical 	location 	and/or 

wherein the medication requisition fulfillment timing data is located at separate physical location. 

30. 	A system 	(100) according to Claim 29, 	wherein the medication 	requisition 

5 	database 	(90) 	is 	operative to 	store the 	medication 	requisition 	in 	particular, 	wherein 	the 

medication requisition database (90) is operative to store the medication requisition fulfillment 

cost data and/or wherein the medication requisition database (90) is operative to store the 

medication requisition fulfillment timing data. 

10 	31. 	A system 	(100) according to Claim 30, wherein the medication 	requisition 

database (90) stores the medication requisition metadata in corresponding relation to the 

medication requisition. 

32. 	A distributed medication requisition management system (100), comprising: 

15 a 	requisition 	generator (20) to generate 	a 	medication 	requisition for at least one 

contained unit of a medication for dispensing by a patient care provider (10); 

a medication requisition database (90) operable to store the medication requisition; 

a 	plurality of 	medication 	requisition 	management clients 	resident at 	a 	plurality 	of 

fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) capable of fulfilling the medication requisition; 

20 a medication requisition management network (80) in operative communication with 

each of the plurality of medication requisition management clients, the medication requisition 

database 	(90), 	and 	the 	requisition 	generator 	(20), 	wherein 	the 	medication 	requisition 

management network (80) is operable to provide the medication requisition to the medication 

requisition management client of a selected fulfillment site of the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 

25 	60a, 60b); 

wherein the patient care provider (10) obtains a contained medication unit corresponding 

with 	the 	medication 	requisition 	from 	the 	selected 	fulfillment 	site 	for 	dispensing 	and 

administration to the patient (70), and wherein the selected fulfillment site provides medication 

requisition metadata to the medication requisition management network (80) for storage in the 

30 	medication requisition database (90) in corresponding relation to the medication requisition. 
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33. A method for fulfillment of a medication requisition to be dispensed by a patient 

care provider (10) for administration to a patient, comprising: 

generating a medication requisition by use of a requisition generator (20) by a patient 

care provider (10), said medication requisition being for at least one contained 	unit of a 

5 medication for administration to a patient; 

processing the medication requisition by use of requisition fulfillment logic by the patient 

care provider (10) and executed by a computer-based tool, said processing providing decision 

data for use 	in 	selecting 	one of a 	plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 	60a, 	60b) to fulfill the 

medication requisition, wherein the decision data is based at least in part on one of medication 

10 requisition fulfillment cost data or medication requisition fulfillment timing data corresponding to 

each of the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b); and 

routing the medication requisition by a requisition router (40) to a selected fulfillment site 

(50, 60a, 60b) selected from the plurality of fulfillment sites (50, 60a, 60b) for preparation of the 

medication requisition. 

15 

34. A method according to Claim 33, further comprising: 

selecting automatically, by operation of said requisition fulfillment logic (30), the selected 

fulfillment site (50, 60a, 60b) at least partially based on the decision data. 

20 35. A method according to any one of Claims 33-34 further comprising: 

routing automatically, by operation of said router (40), the medication requisition to the 

selected fulfillment site (50, 60a, 60b) for fulfillment of the medication requisition. 

36. A method according to any one of Claims 33-35, 	utilizing a system (100) 

25 according to any one of Claims 1-32. 
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