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(54) Title: METHOD FOR PRODUCING WATER-ABSORBENT RESIN
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(57) Abstract: The invention provides a method for producing a water-absorbent resin as well as a water-absorbent resin obtained
thereby. More specifically, provided are: a method for producing a water-absorbent resin by reverse-phase suspension polymeriza -
tion, wherein odor originating from the raw material components, in particular from a petroleum hydrocarbon-based dispersion me -
dium, is reduced in comparison to a water-absorbent resin obtained through the prior art; and a water-absorbent resin obtained
thereby. Even more specifically, the invention provides a method for producing a water-absorbent resin by carrying out re-
verse-phase suspension polymerization of a water-soluble ethylenic unsaturated monomer in a petroleum hydrocarbon-based disper -
sion medium, the method being characterized in that an aqueous solution of the water-soluble ethylenic unsaturated monomer, con -
taining a hydrophilic polymer dispersant, is added under stirring to and dispersed in the petroleum hydrocarbon-based dispersion
medium in the presence of a surfactant, and thereafter reverse-phase suspension polymerization is carried out using a radical poly -
merization initiator; also provided is a water-absorbent resin obtained thereby.
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