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CLAIMS 

1. A method performed by a first core network function, NF, entity (13) of 

providing requested network information to a second NF entity (14, 15), 

comprising: 

receiving (S101, S201, S301) a request to obtain the network 5 

information, which request originates from the second NF entity (14, 15), and 

comprises an indication of periodicity with which the requested network 

information is to be obtained;  

determining (S102, S202, S302) an expiry time stipulating how long the 

requested network information is valid; and 10 

transmitting (S103, S203, S303), towards the second NF entity (14, 15), 

the requested network information and the expiry time. 

2. The method of claim 1, the request further comprises at least one of: at 

least one identifier identifying a network slice instance for which the request 

is made, and at least one identifier identifying a user device or a group of user 15 

devices for which the request is made. 

3. The method of claims 1 or 2, wherein the transmitting (S303) of the 

requested network information and the expiry time comprises: 

transmitting the requested network information with a periodicity 

stipulated by the determined expiry time. 20 

4. The method of claim 3, further comprising: 

sending (S302a) a message towards the second NF entity (14, 15) 

comprising a recommended periodicity stipulated by the determined expiry 

time; and  

receiving (S302b) a confirmation originating from the second NF entity 25 

(14, 15) indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 

determined expiry time should be used or not. 

5. The method of claims 3 or 4, further comprising: 

sending (S302d) an update message towards the second NF entity (14, 

15), in case it is determined that the expiry time for the requested network 30 
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information has changed, the update message comprising a recommended 

periodicity stipulated by the determined changed expiry time; and  

receiving (S302e) a confirmation originating from the second NF entity 

(14, 15) indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 

determined changed expiry time should be used or not. 5 

6. A method performed by a requesting Network Function, NF, entity (14, 

15) of obtaining network information of a responding core NF entity (13), 

comprising: 

transmitting (S101, S201, S301), towards the responding core NF entity 

(13), a request to obtain the network information, which request comprises 10 

an indication of periodicity with which the requested network information is 

to be obtained; and 

receiving (S103, S203, S303) the requested network information and an 

expiry time determined by the responding core NF entity (13) stipulating how 

long the requested network information is valid. 15 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the requesting NF entity (14, 15) will 

refrain from making another request for said network information as long as 

the expiry time has not elapsed. 

8. The method of claims 6 or 7, further comprising: 

storing (S204, S304, S404) the received network information and the 20 

expiry time. 

9. The method of any one of claims 6-8, the request further comprises at 

least one of: at least one identifier identifying a network slice instance for 

which the request is made, and at least one identifier identifying a user device 

or a group of user devices for which the request is made. 25 

10. The method of claim 6-9, further comprising: 

receiving (S302a) a message from the responding core NF entity (13) 

comprising a recommended periodicity stipulated by the determined expiry 

time; and  

transmitting (S302b) a confirmation to the responding core NF entity  30 
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(13) indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 

determined expiry time should be used or not. 

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising: 

receiving (S302d) an update message from the responding core NF 

entity (13), in case it is determined that the expiry time for the requested 5 

network information has changed, the update message comprising a 

recommended periodicity stipulated by the determined changed expiry time; 

and  

transmitting (S302e) a confirmation to the responding core NF entity 

(13) indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 10 

determined changed expiry time should be used or not. 

12. A first core network function, NF, entity (13) configured to provide 

requested network information to a second NF entity (14, 15), the first core 

NF entity (13) comprising a processing unit (115) and a memory (117), said 

memory containing instructions (116) executable by said processing unit, 15 

whereby the first core NF entity (13) is operative to: 

receive a request to obtain the network information, which request 

originates from the second NF entity (14, 15) and comprises an indication of 

periodicity with which the requested network information is to be obtained;  

determine an expiry time stipulating how long the requested network 20 

information is valid; and to 

transmit, towards the second NF entity (14, 15), the requested network 

information and the expiry time. 

13. The first core NF entity (13) of claim 12, the request further being 

configured to comprise at least one of: at least one identifier identifying a 25 

network slice instance for which the request is made, and at least one 

identifier identifying a user device or a group of user devices for which the 

request is made. 

14. The first core NF entity (13) of claims 12 or 13, further being operative 

to, when transmitting the requested network information and the expiry 30 
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time: 

transmit the requested network information with a periodicity 

stipulated by the determined expiry time. 

15. The first core NF entity (13)  of claim 14, further being operative to: 

send a message towards the second NF entity (14, 15) comprising a 5 

recommended periodicity stipulated by the determined expiry time; and to 

receive a confirmation originating from the second NF entity (14, 15) 

indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 

determined expiry time should be used or not. 

16. The first core NF entity (13)  of claims 14 or 15, further being operative 10 

to: 

send an update message towards the second NF entity (14, 15), in case it 

is determined that the expiry time for the requested network information has 

changed, the update message comprising a recommended periodicity 

stipulated by the determined changed expiry time; and to 15 

receive a confirmation originating from the second NF entity (14, 15) 

indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 

determined changed expiry time should be used or not. 

17. A requesting Network Function, NF, entity (14, 15) configured to 

obtaining network information of a responding core NF entity (13), the 20 

requesting NF entity (14, 15) comprising a processing unit (125) and a 

memory (127), said memory containing instructions (126) executable by said 

processing unit, whereby the requesting NF entity (14, 15) is operative to: 

transmit towards the responding core NF entity (13), a request to obtain 

the network information, which request comprises an indication of 25 

periodicity with which the requested network information is to be obtained; 

and to 

receive the requested network information and an expiry time 

determined by the responding core NF entity (13) stipulating how long the 

requested network information is valid. 30 
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18. The requesting NF entity (14, 15) of claim 17, wherein the requesting NF 

entity (14, 15) is configured to refrain from making another request for said 

network information as long as the expiry time has not elapsed. 

19. The requesting NF entity (14, 15) of claims 17 or 18, further being 

operative to: 5 

store the received network information and the expiry time. 

20. The requesting NF entity (14, 15)  of any one of claims 17-18, the request 

further being configured to comprise at least one of: at least one identifier 

identifying a network slice instance for which the request is made, and at 

least one identifier identifying a user device or a group of user devices for 10 

which the request is made. 

21. The requesting NF entity (14, 15)  of any one of claim 17-20, further 

being operative to: 

receive a message from the responding core NF entity (13) comprising a 

recommended periodicity stipulated by the determined expiry time; and to 15 

transmit a confirmation to the responding core NF entity  (13) 

indicating whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the 

determined expiry time should be used or not. 

22. The requesting NF entity (14, 15)  of claim 21, further being operative to: 

receive an update message from the responding core NF entity (13), in 20 

case it is determined that the expiry time for the requested network 

information has changed, the update message comprising a recommended 

periodicity stipulated by the determined changed expiry time; and to 

transmit a confirmation to the responding core NF entity (13) indicating 

whether the recommended periodicity stipulated by the determined changed 25 

expiry time should be used or not. 

23. A computer program (116) comprising computer-executable 

instructions for causing a first core NF entity (13) to perform steps recited in 

any one of claims 1-5 when the computer-executable instructions are 

executed on a processing unit (115) included in the first core NF entity (13). 30 
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24. A computer program product comprising a computer readable medium 

(117), the computer readable medium having the computer program (116) 

according to claim 23 embodied thereon. 

25. A computer program (126) comprising computer-executable 

instructions for causing a requesting NF entity (14, 15) to perform steps 5 

recited in any one of claims 6-11 when the computer-executable instructions 

are executed on a processing unit (125) included in the requesting NF entity 

(14, 15). 

26. A computer program product comprising a computer readable medium 

(127), the computer readable medium having the computer program (126) 10 

according to claim 25 embodied thereon. 


