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Figure 1 capable of exciting various metabolites, cofactors and cellular and spore components,

with the microbial cells to be sampled (and more specifically the excited metabolites,
cofactors and/or other cellular components) contained therein emit fluorescence that can
be measured. The signal from the background and scattered excitation signals is removed
from the fluorescence signals of the microbial components, the relative fluorescent
signals of the intrinsic microbial components are required to lie within physiological
ranges, and the amplitude of the background-corrected fluorescence signals used to

enumerate the microbe content in the sample.
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