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;tue3elLb4l | . 6T4@3- 1 "A System and Met hod for
Facilitating Paynent to a Party Not Having an Account
with a Financial Institution" Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to a system and net hod
for facilitating payment to S5la party not having an
account with a financial institution. Ideally, the

nt is ap electronic payment. Background Art The
%M@M@@W Not Having an
invention is in f.agi 1. y standi ng
nvention 1S inAg Wih'#PindrcMndfindtiifps standi no
that the discussion is not an acknowl edgnent or
Rad ﬁsw%gnt,Emloﬁny of the material referred to was

publ nown or part of the conmon general
knOV\A edge of the person skilled in the art in any

TSRSk BREnf BiareSdo b arkEigitbd fordesiating payment to
adgarty podiavieg ah ah%él.rﬁt With B frnéﬂdreﬁ |ﬁ§trtﬁﬁbnl5ld"e%ﬂg ' gaayment is

for saving noney. As a result, a significant p

aprelefieic paypest. have no need to establish an account

that can be used to hold a nonetary val ue equival ent,

such as a bank account. This linmts the payment
aﬂﬁm@ﬂﬂndM can be ‘made to such a person and is thus

an inhibitor to the spread of electronic paynent

services to such people. 20 Notw thstanding their
Theotadlowving tigaussionl of thé hackgreund efrthieeinvedtivm ik nintditled to

nobi I.e tel,ephones
R G A958R e TR, SHBTAE S e e
that mepdrs&assro@hsaedt ah ddxeoMesRént BY ARfmissioh Othat any of the
E oV ded a system where el ectronic paynents can

%a't Ee BFJSQI ©® Was aubligedsknown arcpatinef ﬁ&tdmmmoangeneral
55 P 0Ll L UL 3 1 iy

ottheca;iplmatmmn unl ess the context requires otherw se,

the wor d "corrpri se" or variations such as "conprises"

or "conprising”, will be understood to inply the

In rsoma iconnbiesa peioplee dive ndre gerdagriodizguRash bHavie a@ns Irﬁlét or no
ge 5 excl usi on of aq%/ ot her integer or grou

C?Pﬁ‘%*g PESayIRg NV A8 refulh aaSlgmfI@antems@m 0 thesﬁ@eople have

n t f

DR 1O BAIADA AT ARcOUR £ (e Eloed & hBS BBRGary value

equyaienttsush,as abaoliacgours. p‘ﬁyarmrmts thegialyirent optiomthadican be

BTl BEnE SR AR Y5 BnahbluieR 5L satead of electionic

pggﬂenﬁls@wcegmoggeﬁbegg@ its custoners, where, when a
payer sends a conmuni cation nessage to the payments

facilitator to nmake a paynent to the party t he
NB AVt t I e
G Pl o 8% <0 ot thp| BEorfe fef@ieg 19 the
pravicusparagpd hakermobiletelepisingsaghichb tltréyetypmally payfier on a pre-
pgﬁ)%%t thereafter being nade by the 15 payer to the

"ed account. Preferably, the paynent is an
el ectronic paynent Preferably, the at | east one

est abl h at | east one financial

ABGRIRBx. il PAiary poiochior S nesa imamiiondbwovided g system
W t

S e oneqicls oA tR) RECETTIARIS AT dnbEbAlChp pgoount
thabeay be useddpiwidamomatary alus equivatentt he party's

fixed or nobile tel ephone nunber. Alternatively, the

uni que identifier nmay be a code or another destination

address, such as the party's e-nmail address. The

comuni cati on nessage nay take a variety of forns,

i ncl udi ng Short 25 Messaging Service nessage; e-nail;

t el ephone call utilising DTMF signals;
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-3 witten communication sent by post; verba

comruni cati on. The communi cati on nessage may al so be
encrypted. The comruni cati on nessage may include a

variety of information. In one arrangenent, the

conmuni cati on nmessage i ncludes. the unique identifier

of the 5 party, the anount to be transferred to the
DiS¢Ib%uPe® Of e InVtirflign | dentifier of the payer. In

anot her arrangenent, the communi cati on nessage may

include details of the account the payer w shes the

0 t [
THRAERL e SR Thishe ' GEal 4B PES TIRETR Sne word
comptise” a sariations such las “compristsider, “cohprising]uwill be understood

identifier of the Parfsil 18 and/ or the anmount to

1q mpyt dhe dpclpgiopne %}e | RQYEE hO's BT HR |Q§n'§'t99ﬂﬁ§ “but not the
CONERI h&ER de any information,
enaggghnlﬁ%ltnk(qiu‘g@ t unt %f Ihgééje?r ‘ansferred to the

party, or may only include the unique identifier of

t ) f.he I
o B O 2R84 88545 e oo KRN fpotnanng
papyembiood palte not havingdm advasat dithrofindreialmstivetion, including:
identifiers of parties/payers alike. The paynents
facilitator can then use the client database to obtain
fi naacpa@tnms:famnamt@ds of the payer and thus know
the account the noney is to be paid out of (and
whet her such account has sufficient credit to make

paymanidast Gpki auvauhy estdbtisiiey 1Hthse ;ﬁa}ﬁhémtb &b@"ﬁta“[@ﬂ operable to
request that the payer confirmthat the 20 transfer is

to ph@@e%m%vtamé/ﬁbieoequmam mirugbmﬁuce:atqr@ers
message. The payer may then confirmthe transfer by
replying to the comuni cati on nessage with a PIN or

WHEES; \hgn( @th’@Memﬁﬂndﬁaﬂc BOMRUIBCICSY pessager do sther payments

f
AR 6 Wl FBURET 1L pRDY HETRA A8 Sl afgagies one
of theNat I'GaBt anp raweﬁmseld) memrgean@dinkéi’hé afo@paRcBuUNt with a
faC|I|ta{tor \H/ 8mnhnﬁecate with the ty who has
URIEER identiier ssinee o iRrithdbe Peyrenk TS@%W being made by the
e e he T t4,0
pérgé}n%? ?Qésg'é‘?: é@ eéag#%untwé%%QYeF*%d Hﬁe! p%’a dn '?-Jlectromc
pﬂrémehttator may aI so communi cate with the payer to
informthemthat the noney has been transferred to the
party. -4 Where the at |east one account has been
Pe@eeﬂtﬂy,sﬂnedawmt anel accxiunbrie dstatdished| withn it il¢agti ome financial
Fitﬁarty may al so be informed that the noney can be
INSPWURAY by establishing a bank account with the at
| east one fi nanci al institution. When so established,
(%%ﬂdta of the_established account are notlfledto
Iqeplly, ANreBtst A6 AtPE % 0T 4P aﬁ;@oweﬁﬂ Y4B, anfelagemmunications
j ik I
c?ﬁigf Edﬂfgt e, E'fé' ?Pﬁgﬁlﬁfg ‘assihef iR p oﬁ?ﬁ%g@% Hlys, tetephone
nambey. $hisrredy ba thé eana’bstfy(esl drehabife ietephomeananicérat ed
account with the at | east one financial institution
having the correspondi ng uni que identifier to the
Aaemkivelyhm ariqoe identifier anayi titealcode o gethrtdestingtion address,
%I she account gl th the at | east one financial
?? het PYY's &-81 20dEESSi nked to the uni que identifier
of the party. Preferably, each transfer is given a

trace nunber, to facilitate reconciliation and
THedPPRYNIGBYeR messadge MaYtiakead vangly ohdoras oineluding, Short

N%eséﬁrﬁg??%ﬂn@e %%éé%n ﬁélptfe%bhoﬁgepﬁggiﬂﬁg@g-EB%VIF signals;

"assigned". A 15 status description of unused
represents the account as being one able to be
assigned to a party. A status description of assigned
represents the account as being one already assigned
to a party A status descrlptlon of |nact|ve nmeans

a o

o, o S e S
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20 cleared fromthe account and that any possible

fraudul ent acts made in connection with the account

are dealt with. In accordance with a second aspect of

the present invention there is a paynents facilitator

for use in a systemfor facillgtating paynent to a

party not having an account with a financi al

WREh oihaioalitf sB O pos: 36l BihuMEHAH  The cpmunjcation

massagamnawalsodesengrypliednt on trust for its custoners

and where, upon receipt of a conmunicati ons nessage

froma payer to make paynent to the party, operates to

Thel comtmrinicationf mdssage mewsinclade aceiety oft infdrhtioar t Yn one

and |inks hhe al | ocated account with a uni que -

a[rgagement thg LOyRERICEHOR HRessaoeyINClydeRdRe unigye idandifier of the
' di ' |4 AL 0L : -

PaAY. e ABRRELD BY e IARATRS incz Bl Ak 1B\ gy idettfer of the

papsmEntaniotiver artaatgemerd] tiel capmasnieatibe adssage reecimghide details
,th at | east one financial institution. Preferably,

of e 2konah e paer s ihe RaymaEntit beuTede JOBY wi th, ' a

tel ecommuni cations carrier and the unique identifier

assigned to the par .S the 5 party's tel ephone o

I S EFaLven SriaRag NSl hG CEHNARYT Adirass @ i Fegmuication

h . . . . _

RSSAUE 1Ry B Resdyfabl Wi, ROHUESThe pHEpAehfifer of the party

angier dhe amoext rtacbet ensfairgdeta demtpdrtyer lof sutle sitaatipns, the

t he anmpynt to be transfqe}r.red and t.h? uniigue i dentifi

copruticalin nesrags MY R RERAE Ao Bomay Iy ingiude the

afREht Rbé danBIFRE®D the patiys Br hitsy dily FRIaE Helhigle identifier of
nmessage is sent. Optionally, the paynent facilitator

theapardp BsARPrepriaiglr act details of the account the

payer w shes the paynent to be nade from and direct

t hat paynment be nade fromthe identified account.
Preferabiwidhe paymeniajasititatorfiagudes at dient datahase -athel primary key

of 16 EF SaaPaRE bbE Wher Fiinde ig ikl ELPlPLPRRZ puke. The
payreeils faallitatot sar twerl Ls@the clhigrdsibieadeotoobibtairmfivarataliccount

details of a Ea%er fromthe client database by )
deiaile [f 1be PRygLanAdBHe inpur theaaecaunt dke mepnayals tonke paid out of

. Codi b " ke
(BRHo? p30% ELESTnE Sl b AEL] RSP RBaD, T2LC
send a further communi cati on nessage to the payer

: . . . o
OfBHaR) 1P pepicrty Bacifitidr My REIRTnaCEpeer T Hiat the
irpngfeeistte graceéd bpnwanseyf Dfurthee cobinsuricatimniessage. The payer
astgent iﬁt%bgmaet;)/ tching a received PIN or .
SSRBPTHER RS AraaSir NYoRePHARS i FiP SempumIGaiongessage with a
PI iR PastVAd adichT ifisPAYATBR the 'AIN bt ?%E%of@%{%ed in the client
optionally, send a comruni cations nessage to e party
dalababagobeenfirpwtiondn kef cempleted)t r Gosfirenatiohhmayaisenkesd to be
acilitator. ma | s0 send.a communi cati ons nessage
a{l%nq%{op\g %'P aoﬁreglﬁﬁg%%%m? REB%fer . Where the paynent s
facilitator establishes at |east one account with at
east one financial institution, the paynments )
The ErRYTENT FAiRp 0 JaRk ST FaR YT TRy Perhas been paid to
i C d n [ b e :
o e Rt Teae s Moo ARSRHSh £ Ran, Bl pafdn s
comoriniGaiignd enay | alsof spauifyethentdmebmed tanstarred.  The payments

Pref er abl the paynments facilitator al]ocates trace
raliB T Bisorar RN BRI pcbegedler do pifolmanens fas hé money
hh$8elAYERBIcrdP®ithblpagr assigns a status description

to each account establi'shed. The status description

may be one of "unused", "inactive" and "assigned". The

paynents facilitator may operate to assign a status

description of: assigned: on allocation of the account
to a party; 10 unused: where the account is avail able

. a o .
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I nactive: when the account has been allocated to a
party within a previous predetermned tine period. In
accordance with a third aspect of the present
invention there is a nmethod for facilitating paynent
to a party not having an accadunt operable to hold a
nmonetary 15 val ue equival ent, conprising the steps of:

Wiesrei thie e [@ast @RelaccHInt Aas IRRSPERabishedavilliue least one financial
resenting a request to nmake a paynent to a party

if_!ﬂ“ﬁ&@&‘s ithe PRty a@ay Lalso de HUPRAL i R TOney 980 be Claimed by
eSSy fﬁaﬁl?a%@&urﬂ%r%ﬁ th@ 8 el SRR Blal TEABh. when so

namnme

epmmslnm tandbdetails of the estdmaslm@cy accdmmttahe riified tb Qh@@ayments
n(ﬁ to the allocated account. Preferably, the nethod
faciitaten &long, avith, then Bpiqyecigeptifiersefathe %Mgth@t pRYAsHtsHssilitator

"%rﬁg]?er he }Myfahcﬁlrﬂsﬁﬁﬁrbgqg Ercqfnbgé?riﬁ% ﬂrlnor#s&%tgrteﬁté fellrg paMy's behalf

in_the iadsodiatiedi accdundwith tHeeat tdeest amenfinancidli institkiss dgfing the

o8 ohes LuREE Soted {wbbeliaggourt. n an idea

arrﬁ_ﬁgér‘ﬁ%ht JRe e%li’s;blrﬁﬁd?@ ﬁﬁ:eb&’rﬁ%‘tﬁ rﬁapkaghsn@gﬁ&armaﬁnéiﬁﬁnon is

uni que | dent i e payer e anount
atsodimied o thie unigue igentifier abthg patye net hod i ncl udes t he
further step of identifying fromthe conmunication
nmessage the account the payer w shes the paynent to be
Pnef&mﬁly oeachldamsfef & given,a traee meinfitnet torfacilities redenciiatipn and

.checki ng the anbunt available to be transferred in
al’ﬂ'&'ngayer s account, the nethod continuing if the
payer has suffici ent ampunt to make payment .

od includes the step of requesting

EBb R ACP Y i A e STg- OO e, e 255 RRGH & SIS destiption.
Tﬁéofﬁéﬁﬁ dés'i:r?BEr@ﬁ %é@'ﬁé oh@eofmﬂnﬂggd" n‘ma‘éﬂg?gf EHS “2&§ined”. A

verifying confirmation by conparing a
Sﬁ@mmsmmmwoﬁaduagd represantsr tl“@sap%auntcﬁs bemrg| onatabde to be

oA B SR PR B ot a

beipgnoie arbady ams’gheti ke appfahg Wi gtdtas dé%@ﬂ piRsH ef ir%ctrve means
|nformthemthat noney has been transferred to themb

?Oaﬁ%&ﬂ basirecent ebﬁﬁﬂuﬂi;S'ﬁ'ﬂ%{héﬂear@%ﬂy ThSeﬁ@gméStatUS
d%%%/fiéﬁibﬁoof- ctige térl {1{92\{?5 ? g %“Bﬁ%h :%iggﬁv'rﬁgnétg?y value is

r toinform em)ney
cleareds ffromethe Hoeounmt de thteet ahyoposmb]ed&atrbeleat earts Ofnade in

8 cei Vi det t tablished by th
oRon et ddspHhl afE 4ol WG i on: “and tr ansi erting

noney held in the allocated account to the established

In accordance with a second aspect of the present invention there is a payments
facilitator for use in a system for facilitating payment to a party not having an
account with a financial institution, the payment facilitator having estabiished at
least one account operable to hold a monetary value equivalent on trust for its
customers and where, upon receipt of a communications message from a payer
to make payment to the party, operates to allocate one of the at least one
accounts to the party and links the allocated account with a unique identifier
assigned to the party, payment thereafter being directed by the payment
facilitator to the party’s allocated account.
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account. 5 Preferably, the nethod al so includes the

step of rendering a previously allocated account

i nactive for a predeterm ned period of time before

all owi ng said account to be allocated to another

party. Preferably, the nethod includes the step of
assigning a trace nunber to each transfer. 10 In
FRERPAIANER YA rﬁerﬁt%bﬁl%lﬁ%ﬁ@gﬁgiiéﬁﬂétét Bhst Bffe BRY&IH Bith at least
there I's conputer readabl e nmeans having conputer

oseffinancial mstitdibhe to performthe role of paynents
facilitator as specified in the second enbodi nent

stored thereon. Brief Description of the Draw ngs The
Frefeeattly on the | | payonerds diaciitatbed igj t lorr efser essecidiedt hevith, a

Q6 RRHLCA S SaBRT AT eofaLe JarEier dBsignes b the pagy is the

oY Bl B, ke [RHLBR R T po o coce
ot bther estination addrass,suthrassthel partyés &imait addiesdi nent  of

the invention there is system 10 for 20 facilitating

el ectronic paynent to a party 12 not having an account

Thegiayoeariie faciiitdtdr endnobpemtertnexiaact thtalumiguedidevtfiendf.the party,

The system 10 conpri ses: paynments facilitator 14;
the, Moyt dgebe tgansterred apdeihe Uplane1geniiiar sbibe,eayer from the
di | n a 6 {g&N | LO ;
CHRSASERGy| kS0l Rl 8T RSERITJUAR 0 whch e
coowmameation messagss sgrent.2 Opliohally she ipayfment tadilitgtor may operate

' [, QR e [ identifier of the payer, 16;
PSRN of B8 e DAY e B erMislies e SRt 68 e from
andidireet ihde payiieat b@mddictromrthi idehtified dceeahpt of the

communi cat1 on nessage 22, the paynents facilitator 14

parses the communi cati on nessage 22 to identify the
P‘Plé\“'eﬂalﬂ¥,itﬁ@ dyimetits Pacikthforisoiaded 8. cliehe daibass — i

i denti ierrﬁo the party 12 and the anmount b?ggbethe primary key
of itha slietrdatabage PRIgoEnemigue fidentifiers b paties/payers alike. The

y ' ' i1 he It .
PR e Belifarar Gfrabll o Bl ooty el o baGefbting olent
datdbast bat maitin@ Uit idenifiers | dedt cHdoRIngOthath ehed gdyer has
1&/%3 erqq14 bei.ng t he géimary key of the records
sutiigiepf creditiip dheir fecpund e ApkePayayentypon i dent i fyi ng
the payer's 16 corresponding record in client database

24, the paynents facilitator 14 obtains 15 details
|G&ai tﬂh%pla%ﬂwétﬁof%"ﬁ@mr cRRsratess tansenk seifuieer communication

t i ' : i) it a
TS840y hE B! RETRHRY SR BOATERI 96 e e
operableite rasisn phgtnedt anccenfirmiatiorf f €eé pdymdntaiadiitator! rhay be

the payer 16 does not, have sufficient credit in their
OREEHIE 19 PMEBOBRYMER! & fRde fHAda PRnwAighing 4 received PIN or

tsofiedid | tdid @S this
PRSI i 3 LN LObadOHR ol e R Tatdine?.
their associated account to effect the transfer, the
TREXER L REcHhakr hly, Sbytly, 8phd B hypeBltnEmessgoe to the
padywhonitas beeropaidhen effestisigerandfer. sTiwd paymentssfasilitater, may also
confirmation of the tranffﬁ}r‘? requires the payer 16 to
sl g commppiralong MessRea e P%g%é’@ee@?tlﬂaé!%@fﬁﬂg a
personal identification nunber 25 ("PIN') back to the

aynments facilijator 14. The paynents facilitator 14
V‘?ﬂ%ﬁ the payments facilitator establishes at least one account with at least one

financial institution, the payments facilitator may operate to transfer money from
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-10 conpares the communicated PINwith a PIN stored in

the payer's 16 corresponding record - confirmation
occurring on a match between the two PINS. If the

payer 16 has sufficient credit in their associated

account to effect the transf.gg- and has entered a

mat ching PIN, the paynents facilitator 14 undertakes 5

1 fRHted pobduRg Eact ol SREBATRANY B8 AEEAMh I at east one
financiahinsiitstion epon freealying istglsyofehe esfabtiched atosurit4

operates to nmake an el ectronic paynent equal to the

amount to be transferred to the associated account. |f
Préferaisly,r thep paginegts tniitatod eliscalet & nedcedeusibbaild aeh transfer
an associ ated account, 10 the paynents facilitator 14
PEEe88Es t o associate the corresponding record with

one of the paynents facilitator's 14 accounts 20

havi ng an assigned status of unused. This association

Mase gy afaiablys die Prymests facjilatarresigns arstatust desgsiptiop to each

Lat d assl gne — "
agfount SEABRELT A SRR Bhocibrol haTherDE; 8F et yinactive
angetassipmedd. ndke payekats fadlitatgrapimgnbperiiel tot askigh a status

amount tq 15 be transferred to the associ ated account
descripied YPaynments facilitator 14 may then, optionally,
notify the payer 16 that the noney has been
el ectronically transferred to the party 12. At the
saneassigped:in glipnatipy of the asgauwnt to amartyaynent s
facilitator 14 notifies the party 12 that noney has
been el ectronically transferred to themand i s being
20 stBwerd:wharadhe aserunide availahie far afigcation to a party; and
Si mul t aneousl y, the paynents facilitator 14 may,
optionally, notify the payer 16 that the noney has
beeningchve:rwher the gcaouahbae been allocated tpa pyriv withibnz previous
t he . |vval ent held in the associ ated
accoﬁﬁ{b%%wg%@h@% @%’W the account is assigned a
status of inactive. The paynents facilitator 14 25

o] RERSE80EY Stk Tupl aBRSSEN BE e ABHBr AL Anetnoo for
faeilitatny payraent totsaparty Aét Kaing BArRcBuhCopFataBIRRbI HuM hmonetary
updat e the status of the associated account 20 to

valHg SayiviadentoGemgrising the stepsfifned period of tinme from

such date. -11 By having this pool of unused,

i nactive and assi gned accounts 20 the paynents

f aci Iq0eMIRE ajcoraaHNicaligr messagaRtina pavaigapresesting a request
peri i t ount 20 nust be assigned the
statﬁbgmgi(eitar’ga%ﬁ%tg%pv 'y, however, it nust be of -
sufficient time to ensure that all nonetary value is

to dafigoeipfitacfT ooy BaRT b AQd Bkl i he pany,
connggitiizegount Mottdiead Gy in the ridite BRWEESHIS/;

facilitator 14 does not recognise the unique
identifier of the party 12, the payer 16 is sent a

conMyipe &ty hepdipssas b gt ' AHé
aski ng tﬁ{gm tgpcheck tﬁg‘inﬁrjg‘l}‘y?é@%?}a??ré{rcﬂg? éaﬁ‘é}t made
par t ip the allecategagooupbrrect. 10 By utilising this

system the paynent facilitator 14 can generate

revenue by setting transfer fees for operating this

Prsfetably, thiei olethed indudedithe dufthemstepe ofestatilishimgbat least one
aid.to t rt 2 either. . during the initial
a ?%F%Wi%ﬁﬁgﬁr%ﬁf'l’l%@f@“%m ater upon transfer to

their established account 26. The paynents facilitator
14 can generate a further revenue stream by
Pé‘%ﬁ?"’g’é\f'ﬁ% imﬂh?ﬂ@q|¥é§®§tfuﬁ§e& $8P odccrues on
uncl ai med el ectronic paynents stored in their accounts
20. It should be appreciated by the person skilled in
the art that the invention is not limted to the
enbodi nents described. In particular, the invention

o T L Y Y L Y 4 a1 o, . o
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-12 associ ated account 20 to account 26. Foll ow ng
transfer, the anount stored in associated account 20
to account 26, the associ ated account 20 renains
active, but is assigned a status of inactive. 5 The
payer 16 and party 12 nmay associate their respective
accounts mith their respective financial institutions
usi ngy oot
o) AT IR ARSF O BAmMuNBRIG RIdSSAG5 dAryar g desfination
accoaddrezs Wt\imhichethe woimyoenicakioT iréssagee i reded tvvet following
hﬁnﬁﬁ¥neqts_facilitator 14 by sending a 10

R nessage to the paynents facilitator 14
i ncl udi ng their unique identifier. This nmessage may
al so incl yde I N or_password which is subsequently
recorded | ?WQ”%A‘?Q'}"‘(@W NeRbhdi ng record in
dat abase 24. The connunication nessage may be adapt ed
inavariety of ways. 15 For exanple, the
communi catheownigee d 'f'ﬁ‘és?fih@d?ﬁ)ieﬂ’sy whi ch of a |
plurality of accounts associated with the payer 16 the
payer 16 wi shes the nment to be nade from Paynent
processrnﬁ“ﬂ@ﬂphéhkﬁmﬂ%ﬂnﬂbnﬁﬁ a manner as woul d be
apparent to the person skilled in the art to ensure
that paynent is made fromthe identified 20 associ ated
Nﬁzreomr@terablvhéhedﬁﬁtﬁl@do@pit@esmesﬁg@ememQfademifymg from the

oy BBk AU e AV S il o B2 mace

frogentifier of the payer 16 can be obtai ned through
automatic identification of the sending address, such
as nobil e phone nunber 25 or e-nmmil address, used to

Peeferhbiyiehe ansmbtidatiLass s srgpeot chictkingl thi. amdS\Jrﬂ%Jéiléﬂle to be
arrangenent, the anount to be transferred can be an

transteriegd: 0 dhe Ravesst agsouns, therdnetbedi emtinsing dtitkee payer has
SEHERATRIANE RuRBayRferf I a0dress, Lo which the
comrunl cat1 on mess Is sent. To elaborate a
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facilitating electronic payment to a party 12 not having an account that canbe
used to hold a monetary value equivalent. The system 10 comprises:

. a payments facilitator 14; and

. a payer 16.
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Payer 16 sends a communication message 22 to the payments facilitator 14.
The communication message 22 includes the following information:

. The unique identifier of the payer 16;
. The amount to be transferred to the party 12; and
. The unigue identifier of the party 12.

On receipt of the communication message 22, the payments facilitator 14 parses
the communication message 22 to identify the unique identifier of the payer 16,
the unique identifier of the party 12 and the amount to be transferred.

The payments facilitator 14 then operates to check the unique identifier of the
party 12 and the unique identifier of the payer 16 against a client database 24
(the unique identifier of the party 12/payer 14 being the primary key of the
records stored in the client database 24). Upon identifying the payers 16
corresponding record in client database 24, the payments facilitator 14 obtains
details from the corresponding record of an associated account. Using these
details, the payments facilitator 14 checks whether the payer 16 has sufficient
credit in their associated account to effect the transfer.

If the payer 16 does not have sufficient credit in their associated account to effect
the transfer, the payments facilitator 14 notifies the payer 16 of this fact.

if the payer 16 has sufficient credit in their associated account to effect the
transfer, the payments facilitator 14 may, optionally, send a communications
message 28 to the payer 16 requesting confirmation of the transfer. In such
circumstances, confirmation of the transfer requires the payer 16 to send a
further communication message 30 including a personal identification number
(‘PIN”) back to the payments facilitator 14. The paymenis facilitator 14 then
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unused. This association is again based on the unique identifier of the party 12.

The associated account 20 is then assigned a status of assigned. The payments
facilitator 14 then operates to make an electronic payment egual fo the amount to
be transferred to the associated account 20. The payments facilitator 14 may
then, optionally, notify the payer 16 that the money has been electronically
transferred to the party 12,

At the same time, or shortly thereafter, the payments facilitator 14 notifies the
party 12 that money has been electronically transferred to them and is being
stored in the associated account 20. Simultaneously, the payments facilitator 14
may, optionally, notify the payer 16 that the money has been electronically
transferred to the party 12.

Once the monetary value equivalent held in the associated account 20 reaches
zero, the account is assigned a status of inactive. The payments facilitator 14
records the date of assigning an inactive status to the associated account 20. In
this manner, the payments facilitator 14 can operate to automatically update the
status of the associated account 20 to unused foliowing a predetermined period
of time from such date.
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If the payments facilitator 14 does not recognise the unique identifier of the party
12, the payer 16 is sent a communications message informing them of this fact
and asking them to check the unique identifier of the party 12 entered is correct.

By utilising this system, the payment facilitator 14 can generate revenue by
setting transfer fees for operating this system, which may be debited from the
amount to be paid- to the party 12 either during the initial electronic payment
transfer or later upon transfer to their established account 26. The payments
facilitator 14 can generate a further revenue stream by appropriating the interest
that accrues on unclaimed electronic payments stored in their accounts 20.

it should be appreciated by the person skilled in the art that the invention is not
limited to the embodiments described. In particular, the invention described in
the first embodiment of the invention can include the following modifications
and/or additions:

. The associated accounts 20 may be established with a financial
institution 18. Similarly, the associated account of the payer from
which the money is transferred may be established with a financial
institution. In such an arrangement, the payments facilitator 14 may
notify the party 12 that the money can be claimed by establishing an
account 26 with the financial institution 18 and associating that
account 26 with the unique identifier recorded with the payment’s
facilitator 14. When the party 12 then establishes account 26 and
associates the account 26 with their unique identified recorded with
the payments facilitator 14, the payments facilitator 14 then operates
to instruct the financial institution 18 to transfer the amount stored in
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amount stored in associated account 20 to account 26, the
associated account 20 remains active, but is assigned a status of
inactive.

The payer 16 and party 12 may associate their respective accounts
with their respective financial institutions using the method
described by the applicant in PCT/SG02/00172.

The party 12 may also associate their account 26 with their unique
identifier recorded with the payments facilitator 14 by sending a
communication message to the payments facilitator 14 including
their unique identifier. This message may also include a PIN or
password which is subsequently recorded in the party's
corresponding record in database 24.

The communication message may be adapted in a variety of ways.
For example, the communication message may identify which of a
plurality of accounts associated with the payer 16 the payer 16
wishes the payment to be made from. Payment processing is then
modified in a manner as would be apparent to the person skilled in
the art to ensure that payment is made from the identified
associated account.

The communication message may also be adapted to simply include
the unique identifier of the party 12. In such an arrangement, the
unique identifier of the payer 16 can be obtained through automatic
identification of the sending address, such as mobile phone number
or e-mail address, used to send the communication message.
Similarly, in such an arrangement, the amount to be transferred can
be an attribute of, or suffix to, the destination address, such as
phone number or e-mail address, to which the communication

message is sent. To elaborate, a plurality of telephone lines could
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send the communication message using the ielephone line

corresponding to the amount that they wish to transfer.

. The communication message may be yet further adapted to simply
identify the amount to be transferred. In such an arrangement, the
unigue identifier of the payer 16 can be obtained through automatic
identification of the sending address, such as mobile phone number
or e-mail address, used to send the communication message.
Similarly, in such an arrangement, the telephone number dialled
may be a combination of a short code number and the unique
identifier of the party 12 to whom the amount is to be transferred.
Payments facilitator 14 then operates to parse the dialled telephone
number to obtain the unique identifier of the party 12 and convert it
into a native format for use in subsequent processing.

. The methods of communication/notification may take a variety of
forms including Short Messaging Service message; e-mail;
telephone call utilising DTMF signals; written communication sent by

post; verbal communication.

. In situations where the payer 16 enters details of either the amount
to be transferred and/or the unique identifier of the party 12 using
the telephone keypad, the system as described may be adapted to
allow the payer 16 to do so without needing to wait for prompts from
an automated system designed to receive such information.
Instead, the payer 16 may be able to split the dialled tones
representing the amount to be transferred from the dialled tones
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. The payments facilitator 14 may form part of a larger computer
system operated by a telecommunications carrier.

. The payer 16 can confirm a transfer is to proceed by entry of a
password, which may be alphabetic or alphanumeric.

. Each ftransfer may be given a frace number to facilitate
reconciliation and auditing.

It should be yet further appréciated by the person skilled in the art that variations
and combinations of features described above, not being alternatives or
substitutes, can be combined to form yet further embodiments falling within the
intended scope of the various embodiments of the invention.



