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(57) Abstract

Lateral member assembly
(10) for use in an underdrain
lateral distribution system s
made of plastics but is as capable
as much heavier and more costly
metallic assemblies in
& bed of filter media which mmst
be periodically backwashed with
liquid and gas. Canplememary
elements, including rigid
exlmdedﬂoorplawnmnberm)
having longitudinally exﬁendmg
side edge chanmels (40), and

an overlying screen member
am having flange portions
(33) adapted to be retained by

edge channels, are assembled
to each other to form hollow
lateral assemblies. In one
embodiment, the screen member
is telescopically assembled to the
floor plate member to canse the
screen flange portions to interlock
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with the recesses in the side edge
channels. The resulting assembly
is sealed against leakage where
the membess are interlocked by
a pair of flexible, integral plastic
sealing strips (70, 72) which are
co-extruded with the rigid floor plate member,




