
Lofty,  low  density nanwoven  pads  and  a process for the manufacture of
such pads are described. The pads of the invention each comprise a bundle
of  discontinuous  fibers bonded  to  one  another at  their  mutual
points of contact.   The fibers are  arranged  within  the bundle to
provide a dense longitudinal central portion extending to opposite ends of
the bundle, less dense side portions, a longitudinal tensile  strength  and
a transverse tensile strength, wherein  the  longitudinal tensile strength
is greater than the transverse tensile strength.   The pads are made
according to a process comprising forming a tow of discontinuous fibers so
that the fibers are arranged within the tow to extend along a first axis,
twisting the tow along the first axis to form a slubbed tow, bonding the
fibers to one another at their mutual contact points and cutting the
slubbed tow into scouring pads and the like.    


