
A guardband portion is written on a disc surface in a disc drive. A
predetermined data pattern is written on at least one data track adjacent
to the guardband portion. A predetermined guardband pattern is written at a
plurality of different guardband frequencies in the guardband portion. For
each guardband frequency, at least one performance criterion is measured
for the data track. A desired guardband pattern is written on the guardband
portion of the disc surface at a guardband frequency chosen based on the
measured performance criterion.    


