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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a mechanism by which the number of bits used to identify the WIDs for each of the
&= color buffer and the overlay buffer may be programmed into the graphics adapter based on the currently active application environ-
& ment. With the apparatus and method of the present invention, a programmable WAT color size selection device is provided in a
& RAMDAC of the graphics adapter. This programmable WAT color size selection device may be dynamically programmed to use
varying bit splits of a WID from a WID buffer to obtain different indexes into a color WAT table and an overlay WAT table. In this
way, different splits of, for example, an eight bit WID may be obtained based on the setting of the programmable WAT color size
selection device such that varying color and overlay capabilities are obtainable dynamically.
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