The objective of the present invention is to facilitate to identify whether
or not the optical disc is a optical disc of which recording capacity is

enl arged. A synchroni zation pattern of ATIP infornmati on enbedded into guide
grooves irradiated with a light spot is nade to be different between a high

density optical ¢priead, DISCWNT OPFCAIDISGAPPARATUB ch r ecor di ng
capacity is not enlarged. Specifically, while the synchronization pattern
of the standard density optical disc is nmade into "3T+1T+1T+3T" (where "T"
represents a nini-mum CFAB?STRACTOQEH'I&DIM reading a
positional information), the synchronization pattern of the high density
optical disc is nmade into "3T+3T+1T+1T" for exanple. By reading the ATIP

casi 1y and qui ki Jeqooge fuLveher YHes piesrt thvcheihe s, tockadlitatt tan be
density or jdchtafy ¥PHethér or not the optical disc is a optical disc of which
| reéording' capacity is enlai-ged. A synchronization pattern of
| ATIP information embedded into guide grboves-irradiated with a

| light spot is made to be different between a hlgh density optical |

disc and a standard density optical disc of which recording
* capacity is not enlarged. Specifically, while the synchronization
pattérﬂ of the standard demnsity opticél disc is .made into
"3T+1T+1T+3T" (where "T" represents a minimum channel bit of
a sigﬁal obtained by reading a positional information), the
synchronization pattern of the high density optical disc is made
into "3T+3T+1T+1T" for example. By reading the ATIP
information and recognizing the synchronization pattern thereof;

it can be easily and quickly identified whether the optical disc
has a standard density or a high density. |

Fig. 5A-5E

35



