
Title: A TRANSLATION LOOKASIDE BUFFER FLUSH FILTER  [err]  Abstract: A
translation lookaside buffer (TLB) flush filter (40). In one embodiment, a
central processing unit (10) includes a  TLB (39) for storing recent
address translations. A TLB flush filter (40) monitors blocks of memory
from which address translations have been loaded and cached in the TLB
(39). The TLB flush filter (40) is configured to detect if any of the
underlying address translations in memory have changed. If no changes have
occurred, the TLB flush filter (40) may then prevent a flush of the TLB
(39) following the next context switch. If changes have occurred to the
underlying address translations, the TLB flush filter (40) may then allow a
flush of the TLB (39) following a context switch.     


