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FIG. 1A
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(57) Abstract: Culinary tongs(100) include a first arm(111) and a second arm(112) that each includes a grasping member(115) and an
opposing hinged end(116). The culinary tongs(100) further include a hinge(120) including a pin(122) for connecting the first arm(111)
and the second arm(112) together in a pivoting engagement at a location proximal to the hinged ends of the first arm(111) and the second
arm(112). The culinary tongs(100) further include a spring(130) that biases the first arm(111) and the second arm(112) toward an open
position. The culinary tongs(100) also include a sliding locking plate(140) that includes a first portion(141) with an aperture(141A)
that receives the pin(122), and a second portion(142) coupled to the first portion(141). The second portion(142) extends in a first
direction(149x) and then terminates in an actuating portion(143). The actuating portion(143) extends from the second portion(142) in
a second direction(149y) that is orthogonal to the first direction(149x).
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