


The present invention is a method and apparatus for providing a received
signal quality metric which is optimally designed to control the
transmission power of a transmitter in a closed loop power control system.
The present invention is described in the context of a spread spectrum
communication system but it is equally applicable to other types of
communication systems. In the present invention, the power control system
is described for controlling the power of transmissions from a base station
to a mobile station, referred to as forward link transmissions.    


