
A global communication system must comply with service    restrictions when
operating across political and other    restrictive boundaries. The
location of a subscriber unit must be correlated to a service area region
for identifying    and extending appropriate restrictions and services. The
Earth is partitioned into equally spaced areas (125, 130)    with entries
stored in database records. Service area    boundary data (205) overlays
the equally spaced areas (125, 130) to assign each equally spaced area to a
location area    enabling efficient use of the communication system.
Equally    spaced areas (125, 130) are iteratively subdivided to form a
hierarchical database (350) when service area boundary data    (205)
bisects an equally spaced area (125, 130). Figure 5 to accompany abstract.


