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COMMUNICATION METHOD AND RELATED APPARATUS

ABSTRACT

This application relates to the field of wireless communication, and is specifically applied to
a wireless local area network that supports the 802.11 series standards, and in particular, to a
communication method and a related apparatus. The method includes: A non-AP MLD receives a
first frame from a first AP when performing a listening operation on a first link. The non-AP MLD
switches (some or all of) spatial streams/antennas on each link of the non-AP MLD to the first link
to perform a frame exchange with the first AP. When determining that any preset condition in a
preset condition set is met, the non-AP MLD switches some spatial streams/antennas on the first
link back to each link (or another link) to perform the listening operation. According to
embodiments of this application, SM PS and EMLSR may be combined for communication, to
resolve a problem that end of a frame exchange is defined by directly reusing an existing SM PS
rule is not applicable to the EMLSR.
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