S| MPLE DI SPOSABLE ABSORBENT ARTI CLE HAVI NG BREATHABLE SI DE BARRI ERS
Abstract A sinple disposable absorbent article including an absorbent
assenbly attached to a chassis. The absorbent assenbly includes an
absorbent core that may contain superabsorbent particles, which may be
cont ai ned i nside pockets. The absorbent assenbly is folded laterally
innward at both of its side edges to formlaterally opposing side flaps.
Each side flap is attached to an interior surface of the absorbent assenbly
adj acent to its end edges. A longitudinally extending elastic gathering
menber is attached to each side flap adjacent to its proxi mal edge. Wen
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wat er-i np sheet and may be extensi ble. The absorbent assenbly may
be attached in a cruciformpattern such that portions of the chassis that

| ie outside the attachnent pattern 2r!e ncgt restrai ned by attachnment to the
absorbent assenbly and therefore re xtensible. [Fig. 4]

A simple disposable absorbent article including an absorbent assembly attached {o a
chassis. The absorbent assembly includes an absorbent core that may contain
superabsorbent particles, which may be contained inside pockets. The absorbent
assembly is folded laterally inward at both of its side edges to form laterally opposing
side flaps. Each side flap is attached to an interior surface of the absorbent assembly
adjacent to its end edges. A longitudinally exiending elastic gathering member is
attached to each side flap adjacent to its proximal edge. When the article is worn, the
elastic gathering members contract and raise the side flaps to form breathable side
barriers. The chassis includes a water-impermeable sheet and may be extensible. The
absorbent assembly may be attached in a cruciform pattern such that portions of the
chassis that iie outside the attachment pattern are not restrained by aitachment to the
absorbent assembly and therefore remain extensible.

[Fig. 4]




