A host conputer (10) converts an entered gray scale image (31) into a .
raster image (39) expressing multiple tonal ranges, usiNgnRBhdefHaEh i?ﬁéﬁ
spot pattern determ ned in advance. Here, the internedi at
(37) is a spot pattern conposed of pixels whi ch can taqmmugﬁmm
val ue densities with information indicating tonal ranges ' e
manner of arrangenent of the pixels in the spot pattern. Therefore,
this raster image |logically expresses a | arge nunber of tonal ranges which
cannot be actually expressed w ABSERa®E s in binary value densities. A

printer (20) receives this raster imge fromthe host conputer and
converts the internediUaTdPIEoTOPYALL RANGEN IMAGE PROCESSINGgSYSAEY an out put
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ranges.into a raster image (39) erpressing multiple tonal ranges, using an

intermediate spot pattern determined in advance. Here, the
intermediate spot pattern (37) is a spot pattern composed of pixels
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actuslly exprassad with pixels in binary value densities. A

printer (20) receives this raster image from the host computer and
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