
ABSTRACT  COOKING APPLIANCE A cooking appliance is provided which includes a
lower heating assembly and an  upper heating assembly. The lower heating
assembly includes a lower cooking surface, and  the upper heating assembly
includes an upper cooking surface. The upper cooking surface is
translatable relative to the lower cooking surface in at least a
substantially vertical manner,  wherein the upper cooking surface and lower
cooking surface remain substantially parallel to  one another when the upper
cooking surface translates relative to the lower cooking surface.   


