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AA ... Picture

BB ... Bit stream
120 ... Picture hierarchical encoding unit
130 ... Hierarchical symbol encoding unit

(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a video encoding method, for encoding hierarchical-structure symbols, wherein a video picture is en-
coded based on hierarchical-structure data units, a symbol for the encoded picture is determined based on the hierarchical-structure
data units, an encoding technique for the symbol is determined based on the properties of the symbol as determined based on the
hierarchical-structure data units, and the symbol is encoded in accordance with the determined encoding technique and is then out-
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