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Owners This invention concerns a nmethod of matching personal property with
its owners. il 2001 It is knowmn fromthe state of the art how to put
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the stored information, wherein the code on the personal _(Property found is
reported t Sfartipgfrom the state of the art, this invention is based on the problem of providing a method of

matching personal property with its owners that does not allow unauthorized third parties to
learn the name or address of the owner.

For the technical solution to this problem, the invention provides a method of anonymously
matching personal property with its owners, wherein a code is assigned to a person, the personal
data and the code are stored centrally and the personal property is provided with an information
carrier, which contains the code and information on how to reach the person authorized accessed
to the stored information, wherein the code on the personal property found is reported to the
central site, and the owner found from the code number with the assigned personal data is
informed by the code center.

With the method in the invention, it is now possible to match personal property with its owners
without unauthorized third parties learning the owner’s personal data. This anonymous matching
is done with a clear code, which is assigned to a person and is stored at a central site along with
the corresponding personal data. Only the persons authorized access to the stored data can
match the code with the personal data. Personal property can now be provided with an
information carrier that gives no information on the person of the owner, but contains only a
code, and the code does not allow third parties to make any inferences about the person of the
owner. A finder reports his find with the information of the code number on the property
marked in the invention to the central site, which forwards the information to the owner. The
property found is transferred directly from the finder to the owner.

Besides the code, the information carrier also contains information on how to reach the code
center, which can match the code with the personal data found on the information carrier. Third
parties in possession of found property can then report their find, giving the code, to the code
center. The code center matches the personal data with the code given by the third party and
informs the owner of what it has found. The owner can then contact the finder or he can agree to
forward his address to the finder through the code center, so that the finder can in turn contact
the owner.

The method in the invention thus offers an advantageous way of anonymously matching

personal property with its owners without unauthorized third parties obtaining information on
the person of the owner that could be misused.
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central site, and the owner found fromthe code nunber with the assigned
personal data is infornmed by the code center. Wth the nethod in the
invention, it is now possible to match personal property with its owners

wi t hout unauthorized third parties |learning the owner's personal data. This
anonynous matching is done with a clear code, which is assigned to a
person and is stored at a central site along wwth the correg-)é Eﬁ’lr?é)m
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According to another advantageous proposal of the invention, the information carrier has a card-
like shape and is made of plastic, metal or the like and is therefore advantageously weather-proof
and cannot be destroyed intentionally.

According to another advantageous proposal of the invention, the information carrier is a self-
adhesive film, which is struck directly on the surface of the property to be marked and that
especially helps avoid unintentional separation of the information carrier and the personal
property when the property so marked is not handled properly.
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Fig.1 showsa front view of a card-like information carrier
Fig.2 showsa back view of a card-like information carrier.

The same elements arc given the same reference numbers and letters in the figures.

Fig. | shows the front of a card-like information carrier 1, which has a holding area 2a to liold au

attachment element 2b and an information arca 3. The information carrier [ can be attached to and

detached from the personal property, not shown here, by means of the attachment element 20, and the

information carrier can be cornected to the personal property in such a way that the information carrier 1 is

casily accessible at any time.

The inforrnation surface 3 of the information carrier contains the code 4 stored in a code center,

information § on reaching the code center.and procedural information € that is advantageously multilingual.

Third parties who arc in possession of found property that has such an information carrier | can repot what

they have found to the code center and give the code 4. The code center then finds the owner of the found

property from the code and informs him of what has been found. Information S on reaching the code center

is given, in this example of embodiment. in the form of a telephone number Sa, a fax number 5b and an e-

/nail address Sc. so the information on how to make contact is easily understood internationally.



25 April 2001 According to another advantageous proposal of the invention,
unused surfaces of the information carrier can be used for other purposes,
for exanpl e advertising purposes. The invention provides a nethod of
anonynously mat chi ng personal property with its owners that is
unconplicated and sinple to handle and that gives no informatjon on the
person of the property owner to wunauthorized third parties. NARIOL t he
data can be called tip quickly and safely by conputerized personal-data

entry, QFSZ ?(éws me%q%%'?hr& |rp§m£lﬂﬁ £k ﬁﬂdwlﬁax g okdny areRap@ssiibd 2 1 f the

property rte oun Havi n e of
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'nfornathﬁpmﬁﬁhﬁﬂaﬁwknﬁ&ﬁadnamwahuaﬁ@rﬂygwwawéywﬁhe information carrier
internationally wunderstandable and the method in the invention able to be
used worl dw de. Ot her advantages and features of the invention are given in
the followi ng description using the figures. Fig. | shows a front view of a
card-like information carrier Fig. 2 shows a back view of a card-Ilike .
information carrier. The sane elenents arc given the sane reference nunbers
and letters in the figures. Fig. | shows the front of a card-1like
information carrier 1, which has a holding area 2a to hold an attachnent

el ement 2b and an information area 3. The information carrier | can be
attached to and detached fromthe personal property, not shown here, by
means of the attachnent elenment 2b, and the information carrier can be
connected to the personal property in such a way that the information
carrier 1 is weasily accessible at any tine. The information surface 3 of
the information carrier contains the code 4 stored in a code center,
information 5 on reaching the code center and procedural information E,

that is advantageously multilingual. Third parties who arc in possession
of found property that has such an information carrier t can report what

t hey have found to the code center and give the code 4. The code center
then finds the owner of tthe found property fromthe code and inforns him
of what has been found. Information 5 on reaching the code center




is given, in this exanple of enbodinent. in the formof a tel ephone nunber
5a,” a fax nunber 5b arid an e- nmail address 5c, so the inforinntion on how
to make contact is easily understood internationally. 25 April 2001 Fig. 2
shows the back of a card-like information carrier |, which has a hol ding
area 2a forLisholRdfergceMumbadkt achment el enent 2b, and an informatjon area 3.
In this exanple of enbodi nent, the unused information area of® ARl 40K of
the information carrier is used for advertising purposes. 4 List of
Ref er ence Numberddilikgigfoguaipkearrienf or nati on carrier 2a hol ding area 2b

at t achnment 2el emeaiding &ed Nformation area 4 code 5 information 5a tel ephone
number  5b f ax ggggg&lgg e-mai | address 6 procedural information 25 Apri
2001 5 Pat ént CO“al ne 2 r%ﬁ?il 2001 A net hod of anonynously natching
personal pPoper tijformatidn ajegs owners, wherein a code is assigned to a person,
t he personal dataeand the code are stored centrally and the personal
property i§ provided with an information carrier, which contains the code
and i nformation BH™ASY to reach the persons authorized access to the

st ored i nf 6% mat itaaphonandntteche code on the personal property found is

5b fax number

5¢ e-mail address

6 procedural information



reported to the central site, and the owner found fromthe code nunber wth
the personal data is inforned by the central site. 2. The nethod in Caim
2, /characterized by the fact that the personal data-entry and code
assignment are conputerized. 3. The nethod in Caim1l, characterized by
the fact that the information carrier provided with the personal property
has t he Raspdtidhe nunmber of the person authorized access to t%negg oA
information. 4. The nethod in Claim1l, characterized by the fact that the

code i s conpoged, of .a <se & e RrsoPHIRRASY ANALQFerd BELET Scoddis asliBa ML hOd
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i nformation capaieéw thelvasralzits arddhd dwoer feté fiem Hiadode suehshipidiskePespnapladt i c,

metal or the lnhalﬁﬁcdb%helh@al@@ hod in one of the preceding clains,
characterized by the fact that the information carrier is a self-adhesive
film 9. The nethod in one of the preceding clains, characterized by the
fact that unusednetidd fnaes 2ohartdugizediby fire favethdt i pewns dgr-entaandsedassegimédr ot her

purposes. 6 are computerized.

3. The method in Claim 1, characterized by the fact that the information carrier provided with the
personal property has the telephone number of the person authorized access to the stored

information.

4, The method in Claim 1, characterized by the fact that the code is composed of a sequence of 3

numbers and/or letters.

5. The method in Claim 1, characterized by the fact that the information carrier provided with the

personal property contains procedural information.

6. The method in Claim 1, characterized by the fact that the information carrier can be attached to the

personal property and is easily accessible.

7. The method in one of the preceding claims, characterized by the fact that the information carrier

has a card-like shape and is composed of plastic, metal or the like.

8. The method in one of the preceding claims, characterized by the fact that the information carrier is

a self-adhesive film.

9. The method in one of the preceding claims, characterized by the fact that unused surfaces of the

information carrier can be used for other purposes.



