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&S (57) Abstract: The present invention gencrally is dirccted to a system, mcthod and article of manufacturc for accessing data in-
dependent of the particular manner in which the data is physically represented. Tn one embodiment, a data repository ahstraction
layer provides a logical view of the underlying data repository that is independent of the particular manner of data representation.
Tn one emhndiment, the data repository abstraction layer specifies a location of data in a repository and a method for accessing the
data. A query abstraction layer is also provided and is based on the data repository abstraction layer. A runtime component performs

translation of an abstract query into a form that can be used against a particular physical data representation.
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