A carpet. structure and backing of supecior dinensional stability and
integrity which is especially useful in a free float system of

installation. 1In one aspect of the invention, a carpet is provided having
a selected dinensional stability in which there is (i) a first carpet part
having a primary layer with pile substantially covering a first side of the
| ayer, the pi'le tufted through the primary layer to | eave tuft bundles on a
second side of the primary |ayer and 3 bi nder encapsul ating the tuft

bundl es, the first part having a preéeternined force of expansion and
contraction under cycling conditions of tenperature and noisture; (ii) a
second part i CARPET D CAYEREDS BACKING FORf DINENSZONARL STABILINY aspond
carpet part c fromone or nore |ayers to have a predeterm ned
resi stance toqgaﬁg n and contraction at |east equal to or greater than
the force of expansion and contraction of the first carpet part under
cycling Cfndiﬁkﬁﬁia%& tenperature and noisture and traffic | oads on the
carpet pile.

A carpet structure and backing of superior
dimensional stability and integrity which is especially
useful in a free float system of installation. 1In one
aspect of the invention, a carpet is provided having a
selected dimensional stability in which there is (i) a
first carpet part having a primary layer with pile
substantially covering a first side of the iayer, the
pile tufted through the primary layer to leave tuft
bundles on a second side of the primary layer and a
binder encapsulating the  tuft bundles, the first part
having a predetermined force of expansion and contraction
under cycling conditions of temperature and moisture;
(ii) a second part in layered relationship to the first
carpet part, the second carpet part constructed from one
or wmore layers to have a predetermined resistance to
expansion and contraction at least equal to or greater
than the force of expansion and contraction of the first
carpet part under cycling conditions of temperature and
moisture and traffic loads on the carpet pile.
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