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2. A method asclaimed in Claim 1, wherein the
25 said surface layer of the tool is coated with a layer of
an inert material through which boron from the
boron material can preferentially diffuse.
3. A method as claimed in Claim 1 or Claim 2,
wherein at least the said surface layer of the said tool
30 consists of a wear-resistant, porous material, and the
pores of this surface layer contain the boron-
containing material or the B.0O, formed therefrom.
4. A method as claimed in Claim 1, substantially
as herein described with reference to Example 1.
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[err] for 20 seconds with glass and thereafter the contact was broken. The
fracture was located in the nolten oxide layer. 1 5 CLAIM5 1. A nethod of
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| ayer at all areas in contact with the glass a 20 boron-containing nateri al
which is a boride contain- ing at | east 5 atom % boron, boron- carbide, or a
boron-containing alloy containing at | east 5 atom % boron. 2. A nethod as
claimed in aiml, wherein the 25 said surface |layer of the tool is coated
with a layer of an inert material through which boron fromthe boron
material can preferentially diffuse. 3. A nethod as clained in CCaiml
orClaim2, wherein at |least the said surface |ayer of the said tool 30
consists of a wear-resistant, porous material, and the pores of this
surface layer contain the boron- containing material or the [err] forned
therefrom 4. A nmethod as clained.in Gaim1l, substantially as herein
described with reference to Exanple 1. Printed for Her Majesty's Stationery
O fice by The Tweeddal e Press Ltd., Berw ck-upon-Tweed, 1982. Published at
the Patent O fice 25 Sout hanpton Buil di ngs London, WC2A 1AY. from which
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