
A process for the recovery of propane, propylene and heavier hydrocarbon
components from a hydrocarbon gas stream is disclosed. The stream is cooled
and/or expanded to partially condense it, then separated to provide a first
vapor stream. The first vapor stream is directed into a contacting device
whereby a third vapor stream and a C[err]-containing liquid stream are
formed. The C[err]-containing liquid stream is directed to a distillation
column wherein a second vapor stream is separated to recover a product
containing the major portion of the C[err] components and heavier
hydrocarbon components. The second vapor stream is directed into heat
exchange relation with the third vapor stream to cool the second vapor
stream  and condense at least a part of it, forming a condensed stream. At
least a portion of the condensed stream is directed to the contacting
device to intimately contact the first vapor stream; the remaining portion
of the condensed stream is supplied to the distillation column as its top
feed. The quantities and temperatures of the feeds to the contacting device
and the distillation column are effective to maintain the overhead
temperatures of the contacting device and the distillation column at
temperatures whereby the major portion of the desired components is
recovered.    


