Abstract MELANI N PRODUCTI ON | NHI Bl TOR Disclosed is a nelanin
production inhibitor which has an excellent inhibitory activity on
the production of nelanin and is highly safe. The nel anin production
i nhi bitor conprises a conpound represented by general formula (1)
(excluding clotrima role) and/ or a pharnacol ogically acceptable salt
thereof. In the fornula, Al, A2 and AS are independently sel ected
froma hydrogen atom an aryl group which may have a substituent, and
an aromatic heterocyclic group which may have a substituent, wherein
at |east one of Al, A2 and A3 is Sehﬁ?ﬁ-?& fromthe aryl group and the
aromatic heterocyclic group, the total nunber of carbon atons
contained in Al, A2 and ASis 6 to 50 and, when at |least tw of Al,
A2 and AS represent the ar arno ic heterocyclic
groups, the adjacent two ayﬁg‘gﬁygl?%ﬁn%#@ﬁﬁg.e}gé%cl ic groups may be
bound to each other via an al kyl chain or an al kenyl chain to forma
ring; mrepresentigsatskatiagerndin pfoddsti¥al BRISSERHian et a0 atom
a hydrogen ato or a carbon atom RI and R2 are independently

sel ected froffiS8 HPArGHEH Lot bATHTE AP ko PEeipon wiierdrrindrdrisone of

Rl and R2 i sy; I Q 1S nt...and R3 is

sel ected fro%%giﬁg/gfregggggg%%%ﬁ pélr’]%%idéi l_ng%ifg% g%%rr %‘éc')eﬁes agg%“ﬁf)uqdn whi ch
one or sone Grésedtatjengeteoss fonuzal ofexat ety awyrba-s1dyshitdt ed by a
hetero atom orhgr%%grlo at (1?5, wherei n the nunber_ of R3' s present in
the conpound EOTTESpSATE tH *FHE ANTOEY- Cdese s - dRdtranfrm tancilor nore
R3' s are prmsentas iReidBpedieddi) selected from a hydrogen atom, an aryl
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group which may have a substituent, and an aromatic heterxocyclic
group which may have a substituent, wherein at least one of A1,
A2 andA3 is selected fromthe aryl group andthe aromatic heterccyelic
group, the total number of carbon atoms contained in Al, A2 and
A3 is 6 to 50 and, when at least two of A1, A2 and A3 represent
the aryl groups or the aromztic heterocyclic groups, the adjacent
two aryl or arcmatic heterocyclic groups may be bound to each other
via an alkyl chain or an alkenyl chain to form a ring; m represents
an integer of 0 to 2; X represents a hetero atom, a hydrogen atom,
or a carbon atom; R1 and R2 are independently selected froma hydrogen
atom and an ox¢ group, wherein when one of R1 and R2 is an oxo group,
the other is not present; and R3 is selected from a hydrogen atom,
and a Cyg hydrocarbon group in which one or some of hydrogen atoms
ox carbon atoms may be substituted by a hetero atom or hetero atoms,
whexein the number of R3's present in the compound corresponds to

the number of X’s and, when two or more R3’'s are present, the R3’s
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are independently present and the adjacent two R3's may be bound to
each other to form together with X, a ring, and the term nal of R3
may be bound to a carbon atomto which Al, h2 and AS are bound,
thereby formng a ring. No Figure

are independently present and the adjacent two R3's may be bound
to sach other to form, together with X, 2 ring, and the terminal
of R3 may be bound to a carbon atom to which A1, A2 and A2 are bound,

thereby forming a ring.
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