
A process for the preparation of a ceramic foam supporting one or more
catalytically active components or precursors thereof, which component is
active in a form other than an inorganic oxide, the process comprising
impregnation of the foam with an impregnating phase comprising the
catalytically active component or a precursor thereof and drying, wherein
the impregnating phase has a viscosity greater than I cps, wherein drying
is performed without substantial prior draining of impregnating phase from
the ceramic foam, and wherein the catalytically active component or
precursor thereof is present throughout the process in one or more forms
other than the inorganic oxide thereof. The ceramic foams prepared by this
process find use in catalytic conversion processes, in particular the
catalytic partial oxidation of a hydrocarbon feed.    


