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scribed for measuring formed blood compon-
ent sedimentation rate. Some of the methods
may use (1) centrifugal techniques for separ-
ating red blood cells from plasma and (2)
video and/or still imaging capability. Both
may be used alone or in combination to ac-
celerate formed blood component sedimenta-
tion and to measure its rate. In one example,
the method may advantageously enable rapid
measurement of sedimentation rate using
small blood sample volumes. Automated im-
age analysis can be used to determine both
sedimentation rate and hematocrit. Auto-
mated techniques may be used to compensate
for effects of hematocrit on uncorrected sedi-
mentation rate data.
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