Ih a wltra high density, multiple-disk drive, track switches within a
cylinder of tracks as well as track switches to tracks on ot her
cylinders both require a  novenent of the head stack actuator. Track
swi t chi ng latency in such a disk drive is reduced by pyerl:-apping BEEN
pre-novenment portions of the track sw tching process Wi t hothe dat a
transfer operation of the currently actiyg r ecor di ng—heat—-A—agdi-t+on,

post - novenent portions of the track switching process are overl apped
with the novenent of the heads so that the next selected read/wite

head may begin a data transfer operation o] | at the
next track. Tgﬂﬁ??ﬁe?‘NDt HSD&BéTH&/E%tRPDL%%%#ﬁEQQ %&WS&? of the
track-sw t chypaopesg DRIWEY be overl apped with | ow di spl acenent novenent of
t he read/ wite heads relative to the currently active track or the
next track.

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE
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In a ultra high density, multiple-disk drive, track
5 switches within a cylinder oi tracks as well as track
switches to tracks on other cylinders both require a
movement of the head stack actuator. Track switching
latency in such a disk drive is reduced by dverlapping
pre-movement portions of the track switching process
10 with the data transfer operation of the currently active
recording head. In addition, post-movement portions of
the track switching process are overlapped with the
movement of the heads so that the next selected read/write
head may begin a data transfer operation immediately
15 upon arrival at the next track. Further, the pre-movement
and post-movement portions of the track-switch process ‘'
may be overlapped with low displacement movement of the
| read/write heads relative toc the currently active track
or the next track.
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