
Process to separate linear 5-formylvaleric acid from a mixture of 5- and 3-
and 4-formylvaleric acids, wherein the separation is performed by
fractional extraction with two immiscible solvents of which one solvent is
an aqueous solvent and the other solvent is an organic solvent, in which
the organic solvent has a higher or lower affinity for 5-formylvaleric acid
than its affinity for the 3-formylvaleric acids and for the 4-formylvaleric
acid. Furthermore the invention relates to an improved process to prepare
[err]-caprolactarn starting from a mixture of branched and linear
formylvaleric acids or starting from pentenoid acid.    


