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(54) Title: PROCESS TO PREPARE 5-FORMYLVALERIC ACID
(57) Abstract

Process to separate linear 5-formylvaleric acid from a mixture of 5- and 3- and 4-formylvaleric acids, wherein the separation is
performed by fractional extraction with two immiscible solvents of which one solvent is an aqueous solvent and the other solvent is an
organic solvent, in which the organic solvent has a higher or lower affinity for 5-formylvaleric acid than its affinity for the 3-formyivaleric
acids and for the 4-formylvaleric acid. Furthermore the invention relates to an improved process to prepare e-caprolactam starting from a
mixture of branched and linear formylvaleric acids or starting from pentenoié acid.




