
A mass storage peripheral device for use with a host com- puter has a data
medium and a sensor for reading information from the data medium to develop
data signals for delivery to the computer. A memory device containing
computer readable informa- tion for characterizing the mass storage
peripheral device is provided, and a data transmission path is provided by
which the computer can access the information contained in the memory
device for characterizing the mass storage peripheral device. The computer
readable information for characterizing the mass storage peripheral device
comprises physical data definitions. Also, a method is presented for
starting a computer. The method includes reading data from a memory of a
mass storage peripheral device and configuring the computer based upon the
data read from the memory.    


