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(54) 1itle: A METHOD OF MAINTAINING A MINIMUM LEVEL OF DATA QUALITY WlilLE ALLOWING BAND­

WIDTH-DEPENDENT QUALITY ENHANCEMENT 

(57) Abstract 

A method and apparatus for transferring data representing a continuous 
natural data type over at least one signal line. In accoidance with the descn"bed 
method, signal data packets representing the continuous natural data type are 
requested (110). Enhancement data packets for providing an improved quality 

level are also requested (120). The receipt of a plurality of signal packets 
representing a discrete segment of the continuous natural data type is detected 

(130), and the plurality of signal data packets and a plurality of enhancement data 
packets are combined to reconstruct a received version of the continuous· natural 

data type (135). A system of the present invention includes a processor coupled 
to a controller by a processor bus. A signal source coupled to the controller 

provides digital values representing a time varying signal. A memory coupled to 
the processor and the controller contains a request routine. 
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