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METHODS AND APPARATUSES FOR READING AND 

UPDATING DATA STRUCTURES, AND ELECTRONIC 

DEVICES 

ABSTRACT 

One or more embodiments of the present specification provide methods and 5 

apparatuses for reading and updating data structures, and electronic devices. The 

method for reading data structures can include the following: a blockchain node in a 

blockchain network obtains an invocation request for a smart contract; in response to 

the invocation request, the blockchain node runs contract code included in the smart 

contract, to parse a data structure described by metadata included in the smart contract, 10 

and use a computer programming language to specify the data structure; and the 

blockchain node returns the data structure specified by the computer programming 

language to an initiator of the invocation request. 
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