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(54) Title: SHAPED ABSORBENT CORES COMPRISING MULTIPLE PIECES AND METHOD FOR MAKING SAME \/
(57) Abstract

Disclosed is a shaped absorbent core suitable for absorbing and retaining aqueons body fuids. The absorbent cores comprise a front
panel and a back panel. The front and back panels are made from fiuid absorbent material, and each has an inner end, an outer end, and
two sides. The inner and outer ends of each front and back panel have a length, with the inner end of each being shorter than the outer
length of each. The front and back panels may comprise multiple layers of absorbent material. The absorbent cores also comprise a center
section made from fluid absorbent material having first and second ends. The first end of the center section is in fluid communication with
the front panel by overlapping the front panel intermediate the front inner and outer ends, and the second end is in fluid communication
with the back panel by overlapping the back panel intermdiate the back inner and outer ends. A method of preparing a shaped absorbent
core comprises the steps of providing at least one continuous rectilinear web of first absorbent material having a long1mdma1 axis and a
pair of lateral edges defining 4 first width. A continuous rectilinear web of second absorbent material having a longitudinat axis and a pair
of lateral edgcs defining a second width wider than the first width of the first absorbent material is formed with opposing generally arcuate
nolched areas in the lateral edges at spaced intervals along the web of second absorbent material. The web of second absorbent material
is severed transversely along a line intersecting the opposed generally arcuate notched areas at spaced intervals to form sections having
opposed notched ends, The sections are then positioned such that the notched ends are spaced apart and overlap the continuous rectilinear
web of first absorbent material, forming layers of absorbent material. Then the layers of absorbent material are severed transversely at a
point intermediate the notched ends.




