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(54) Title: CONNECTOR APPARATUS FOR SUBSEA BLOWOUT PREVENTER 

Fig. 3 
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(57) Abstract: According to one aspect, an apparatus is adapted to be oper-
ably coupled to a subsea blowout preventer and includes a first tubular mem­
ber defining an internal passage, and a second tubular member extending 
within the internal passage. A sealing assembly is disposed radially between 
the first and second tubular members, and includes a sealing element. The 
second tubular member covers the sealing element and thus facilitates pro­
tecting the sealing element from any fluid flow through the internal passage. 
According to another aspect, a sealing element of a connector is protected be­
fore engaging the connector with a subsea casing. The connector is engaged 
with the casing while the sealing element is protected so that the sealing ele­
ment is fluidically isolated from any fluid flow through the connector. The 
sealing element sealingly engages the casing. 
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