
Steam iron having a soleplate (2) heated by aheater (4). A countroller (10)
controls the power of the heater (4) by comparing the actual temperature of
the soleplate (2) sensed by a temperature sensor (6) with a desired
temperature set by a temperature dial (8). The steam iron further has a
steam ganerator (12) having a water pump (16) and a steam chamber (18)
which is heated by hte soleplate (2). When the user of the iron selects a
new desired soleplate temperature which is lower than the actual soleplate
temperature, them the controller (10) activates the steam generator (12) by
sending an appropriate activation signal to hte water pump (16). The
evaporating water withdraws heat from the soleplate (2) and reduces the
cool-down time.    


