Abstract of the D sclosure A system and net hod for changi ng
partition mappings to logical drives in a nenory device of a conputer. The
conput er i ncludes a processor for running operating system code and a hard
drive. The hard drive, which can be accessed by the processor, includes at

| east two partitions, the first partition initially being active and having
a type that is recognized by the operating system and the second partition
initially being inactive and having a type that is not recogni zed by the
operating system Wen the conputer boots up, a logical reference value in
the operating systemcode points to the first partition. A
reference-changing routine is then run for dynamcally swtching the

| ogi cal reference val ugyker RPENBG&@ﬂQOB%F b Q}eved by havi ng
t he reference- changrxg_g},pﬁ\ %m 3§ atr ng code.
The tabl es are used by the opera i ng sys e p t he

| ogi cal reference to a particular partition. Therefore after t he

r ef erence- changi ng routine d|rec%&saggt%gggepﬁﬂéﬁﬁgrence to point to the
second partition, the processor nue Tunni hg t he operatrng code
wi t hout requiring tHessstempandenetha! fpredh@@g'nv partition mappings to logice! drivesin a

memory device of a computer. The computer includes a processor for runaing
operating system code and a hard drive. The hard drive, which can be accessed by
the processor, includes at least two partitions, the first partition initially being
5 active and having a type that is recognized by the operating system ard the second

partition initially being inactive and havicg a type that is not recognized by the
operatirg system. When the computer boots up, a logical referencs value in the
operating system code points to the first partition. A reference-changing routine is
then run for dynamically switching the logical reference value to the second

10 partition. This is achieved by having the reference-changing routine changs
certain tables in the operating code. The tables are used by the operating system
code to logically map the logical reference to a particular partition. Therefore,
after the reference-changing routine directs the logical reference to point to the
second partition, the processor may continue running the operating ccde without

15 requiring the computer to reboot.
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