ABSTRACT The invention relates to a continuous process for the manufacture
of acetic acid and/or nethyl acetate, characterized in that, during the
continuous operation of the installation for a continuous industri al

process, called the initial process, for the carbonylati or
a carbonyl atabl e derivative of nethanol such as dinethyl \“N\mmWﬂmm§|
hal i des or nethyl acetate, in the honbgeneous |iquid phase p er
carbon nonoxi de pressure, in the presence of a catalyst systen1 conpr|5|ng
a rhodi um based honpbgeneous catal yst &BSTRAAl ogenated pronoter, and in
the presence of a concentration of water greater than or equal to 14%in

the reaction nedium the conposition of said honbgeneous catal yst is
nodi fied gradual | yTheyinemitiongelates tora dontimuounprocesd favtbe mannfacturipg agetiocess

makes it possi Qdean%rtngb?hﬁ qgetﬁ@'@afagteﬁg inthaGur 956 fnﬂgusb(ger%{b‘ﬁ of

cat al yst syst em so as onog eheou Cat
r hodi um al one theingtalaticn fos 8 cg@tmus)mduﬂ@ah mmeamal ¢d @pmﬁlaldrm@qsérfor thedi um

al one, wit hm&%m%hﬂﬂﬁbmftrhahmt@l 3 %Eu‘b@ﬂylaﬁﬂlé &tivlafife OF f‘rﬁéthﬂﬁﬂ'cbutcﬁ dseduce
the water Contd?x?lgth loéthér ?neghe?lclgllld%rs] o?ﬁ‘rsneltﬂJ Tagqutg itnt e (r)llnglel#l@oﬁis 1 u1 O gsehave
been effect ed. Y Y Y g quid p
and under carbon monoxide pressure, in the presence of a catalyst system
comprising a rhodium-based homogeneous catalyst and a halogenated promoter,
and in the presence of a concentration of water greater than or equal to 14% in the
reaction medium, the composition of said homogeneous catalyst is modified
gradually by adding an iridium compound over time.
This process makes it possible on the one hand to modify the composition
of the catalyst system so as to change from a homogeneous catalyst based on
rhodium alone to a catalyst based on rhodium and iridium, or even iridium alone,
without stopping the installation, and on the other hand to reduce the water content

of the reaction medium once the iridium additions have been effected.
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