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-1- SPLIT-LEVEL BAR COUNTER The present invention
relates to a bar counter by which people can stand
and drink/chat. 5 BACKGROUND OF | NVENTI ON Peopl e |ike
to gather around a bar counter to drink and chat,
soci alizing thenselves with the others. There has 10
been little attention paid to the desi gn of bar
counters to cater for the general difference in height
of s e 19vEIS SHEC| @thwrHet ween nen and wonmen. The

| MVEMTOM SEeks to provrde a new or otherw se 15

i nproved bar counter which allows people to stand and
dri nk/chat nore confortably. SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON

20rric cprdi@gt t anbbatiBretdidited Nes €al M Wb EeteR B which

counter for use standing across a relatively upper

f |ppleanthra gtedrad i amed yddinefcHdwor i nterconnect ed by
at | east one step, conprising a body having a first
side on said wupper floor and an opposite second side
on said lower 25 floor. The body has a bottom adapt ed
t BAHERAUND QR INVENHOMf sai d upper and | ower floors
and includes a top having a relatively higher

hori zontal surface on the

People like to gather around a bar counter to drink and
chat, socializing themselves with the others. There has
been little attention paid to the design of bar counters
to cater for the general difference in height of people,

especially between men and women.

The invention seeks to provide a new or otherwise
improved bar counter which allows people to stand and

drink/chat more comfortably.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, there is provided a bar
counter for use standing across a relatively upper floor
and a relatively lower floor interconnected by at least
one step, comprising a body having a first side on said
upper floor and an opposite second side on said lower
floor. The body has a bottom adapted to engage at least
one of said upper and lower floors and includes a top
having a relatively higher horizontal surface on the

first side and a relatively lower horizontal surface on
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first side and a relatively |ower horizontal surface
on -2- the second side, for use by people on opposite
sides of the counter. Preferably, the bottom of the
body is adapted to engage 5 both of said upper and
| oner floors. More preferably, the bottom of the body
has a first portion on the fi2st side for engaging
said upper floor and a second portion on the second

si,de for engagi. said 10 lower flgor. In a preferred
eng“oedi TR0 | AadBor dom of5 h’BYbé’&?Pﬂﬁs F TRRREFhL3(sides of
pr.afj | ing wth the surface profile of said

uﬁﬂg €§1 %g%r floors and at | east one step. 15 It is
preferred that at | east one of the higher and | ower

hori zontal surfaces of the top of the body extends

alppreddi 0 £RSPBBELBA Yderpd HBAyLady. a
generé?ly Rﬁe entire length of thatysig%.aéﬁgg? |§o engage

f wddiero Preafiel ngshdhainatlidwasts - Hf the higher and
| ower horizontal surfaces of the top of the body

occupi es generally the entire width of the

corresponding side of the body, in a direction

t Moy epgelfgrablyhat the bottom of the body has a first
portion on the first side for engaging said upper floor

and a second portion on the second side for engaging said

lower floor.

In a preferred embodiment, the bottom of the body has a
lowermost profile matching with the surface profile of

said upper and lower floors and at least one step.

It is preferred that at least one of the higher and lower
horizontal surfaces of the top of the body extends along
the corresponding side of the body, over generally the

entire length of that side.

It is further preferred that at least one of the higher
and lower horizontal surfaces of the top of the body
occupies generally the entire width of the corresponding

side of the body, in a direction transversely of that

side.

Advantageously, at least one of the higher and lower

horizontal surfaces of the top of the body includes a
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25 side. Advantageously, at |east one of the higher
and | ower horizontal surfaces of the top of the body
includes a -3- retaining nenber along at |east part of
its periphery. Mre advantageously, the retaining
menber extends along left and right edges and an

i nner edge of the horizontal -%-surface. Conveniently,
the first and second sides of the body have generally

t he hei : cific constr ctlon

f}_- SRy |n nl?dé'%“%bv\nr aslod’agraat %Lﬁﬁﬁtgtﬁ Tefferd satpefrélfﬁ ery.
and right ends of the counter, which have respective
said bottons adapted to engage said upper and | ower

f e Q@Qaﬁﬁ&?ééuM&Ch tHe ré@glﬁfﬁ?n%‘% l\@ﬁ@end? along

specifically, the top has two separa nga

extestdi i | PEyNE deabby 36HOSH Uit d MO JRITDSE SLRE hbl}ﬁzontal
body, one part being at a relatively higher |evel

preamifiideg t he hi gher horizontal surface and the other

at 20 a relatively | ower |evel providing the |ower

hori zontal surface. BRI EF DECRI PTI ON OF DRAW NGS
Conveniently, the first and second sides of the body have

generally the same height.

In a specific construction, the body includes two
separate upright members at left and right ends of the
counter, which have respective said bottoms adapted to
engage said upper and lower floors and across which the

top extends.

More specifically, the top has two separate elongate
parts extending individually across the two members of
the body, one part being at a relatively higher 1level
providing the higher horizontal surface and the other at
a relatively lower level providing the lower horizontal

surface.

BRIEF DECRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The invention will now be more particularly described, by
way of example only, with reference to the accompanying

drawings, in which:
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25 The invention wll now be nore particularly

descri bed, by way of exanple only, with reference to
t he acconpanying drawings, in which: -4- Figure 1 is
a front perspective view of an enbodi nent of a bar
counter in accordance with the invention; Figure 2 is
a left side view of the bar cotinter of Figure 5 1;
Figure 3 is a right side view of the bar counter of

Fi 1;. 10 Fi 4 i f t Vi f the b .
R Pa hOHEnt Rl P Tod e PBhpmenc of
t he gr Qﬂcﬂ{ ; | £ ; lgure 6 is .a rear
VFﬁM/Ofc%he ég %gnﬁﬁéﬁgo c%?ﬁﬁggff%%!%ﬁyﬁﬂgﬁﬁ%!7 i's

a bottom plan view of the bar counter of Figure 1. 20
DETAI LED DESCRI PTI ON OF PREFERRED EMBODI MENT Referring

t Fihe draudos, 1dhereidé $1OWof PRE BAYNLBLNLES' of Figure
bar) 100 enbodying the invention for use standing 25
adr;oss a relatively upper floor 10 and a relatively

| ower floor 13 interconnected by one or two steps 11

and 12.

Figure 3 is a right side view of the bar counter of
Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a front view of the bar counter of Figure 1;

Figure 5 is a top plan view of the bar counter of Figure

Figure 6 is a rear view of the bar counter of Figure 1;

and

Figure 7 is a bottom plan view of the bar counter of

Figure 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring to the drawings, there is shown a bar counter
(or bar) 100 embodying the invention for use standing
across a relatively upper floor 10 and a relatively lower
floor 13 interconnected by one or two steps 11 and 12.
The bar counter 100 comprises a body 110 having a rear

side 110R on the upper floor 10 and an opposite, front
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The bar counter 100 conprises a body 110 having a rear
side 110R on the upper floor 10 and an opposite, front
-5- side 110F on the lower floor 13. The body 110 has
a bottom 120 adapted to engage or stand on at | east
one or, preferably, both of the upper and | ower
floors 10 and 13. 5 The counteb-body 110 includes a
top 130 which has a relatively higher horizontal
H on the rear side 110R and_a rel ativel

Isgs\r/\#; ecﬁ&gﬁg ontal té’l?rfi%‘éeﬁ o tlﬁethlb?lt hadye _Hél:,has a
f_diff hej osite
| oy e LR LB LSLED" o DELGER) o QraBBRE S e o
i I { , but t
PSS 0 1 SRR Bt SIS 1 M ena 1.

correspondi ng footings. The counter body 110 i ncl udes
two separate upright 15 pillars 110A and 110B at |eft

amthe | gbuneeds wbayhe 1ounenad@0, aWidh Rave which has a
respective bottons 120 adapted to stand on the upper

antelaisre iyt obighk® abdriZoabdl aG iSfacahilGH Nent Ofhe rear

130 extends. The top 130 is provided by two separate

elsgntpat El@heands al 3@A aanidel30 B ewd e nib ijz@Atal surface 130L

individual l'y across the two pillars 110A and 110B,

wiath theefzhatf sileA bRy foravee &ty pempbei Vefydifferent

hi_gher | evel providing the higher surface 130H and

t feighter amopPrpsiate sides of the bar 100. The rear side
110R is taller than the front side 110F generally stated,
but they have about the same height when measured from

their corresponding footings.

The counter body 110 includes two separate upright
pillars 110A and 110B at left and right ends of the
counter 100, which have respective bottoms 120 adapted to
stand on the upper and lower floors 10 and 13 and across
which the top 130 extends. The top 130 is provided by two
separate elongate shelves 130A and 130B extending
individually across the two pillars 110A and 110B, with
one shelf 130A being located at a relatively higher level
providing the higher surface 130H and the other 130B at a
relatively lower level providing the lower surface 130L.
This renders the bar top 130 having a pair of spilt-level

tops 130A and 130B.

The bottom 120 of each pillar 110A/110B of the body 110

has a rear portion 120R on the rear side 110R for
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relatively |lower |evel providing the |ower surface

130L. This renders the bar top 130 having a pair of
spilt-level 25 tops 130A and 130B. The bottom 120 of

each pillar 1104 110B of the body 110 has a rear

portion 120R on the rear side 110R for -6- engagi ng

the upper floor 10 and a front6portion 120F on the

front side 110F for engaging the lower floor 13. To

achleve a appear anc the bottom 120 has a

st nﬂcﬁk g eﬁrga°ﬂ§t%Pr@ﬁ@hawﬁﬂ?%ﬁuPQ#ﬁlq%elzOF on

fI g Lt il 2%%%25’1& PRl ousd e 1 43+ To
hor| zgeﬁrtegllégﬁré?ac:%%f%&ﬁ&%%d I'%g EQ? \iltagp RaRk| ve?t‘apped
1%.%&@(%S]§O§x@@19.%dst@| Oﬂgtéﬂe W:;.I'thg%lf Eﬁfepl r‘i‘.gl %%epped

110R/ 110F of "t he body 110, over gener entire

| enatfacf phetipd derlli@R LiHer ALSE. lo@@ghf¥83¥¥xﬁ0 and 13
130H 130L occupies generally the entire wdth of th

Caiie PN d vepsilde ahkOR/2L10s dHbwh did a6id¥es 1 to 3.

transversely of that side 110R/110F. 15 A retaining

menber in the formof a railing 140 is provided on

each of the higher and | ower horizontal surfaces 130H

arfRcli8elf twhe dnibdlmer admiglewet ehetripantadf surfaces 130H and
130L of the top shelves 130A and 130B extends along the
corresponding side 110R/110F of the body 110, over
generally the entire length of that side 110R/110F. Also,
each surface 130H/130L occupies generally the entire

width of the corresponding side 110R/110F, in a direction

transversely of that side 110R/110F.

A retaining member in the form of a railing 140 is
provided on each of the higher and 1lower horizontal
surfaces 130H and 130L, extending along at least part of
its periphery i.e. the left and right edges and an inner
edge of the surface 130H/130L. The railing 140 serves to
retain objects, such as drinks and glasses, on the

surface 130H/130L.

The bar counter 100 is not just conveniently built on the
steps 11 and 12 - it is purposefully built on the steps
11 and 12 to provide the split-level tops 130A and 130B
such that people of different height can stand on and use

opposite sides 110F and 110R of the counter 100.
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its periphery i.e. the left and right edges and an

i nner 20 edge of the surface 130H 130L. The railing
140 serves to retain objects, such as drinks and

gl asses, on the surface 130H 130L. The bar counter
100 is not just conveniently built on the 25 steps 11
and 12 - it is purposefully buftt on the steps 11 and
12 to provide the split-level tops 130A and 130B such
that people of different height can stand on and use
opposite sides 110F and 110R of the counter 100. -7-

I,] .St h i S. II d ff i hei t.
oAl "REAn AP by HEERRRP R o gy pesven
ligk&) t 2ngOko %B' Y 488D ehgystc%h%%e Dyl ahgaﬁiage aled "E5 not
sane or sim 5 eye eve e WS I N t he

SRidty e Qaéléa%éé bébali1sd ALlovgt 'EﬁeWQQE@ 62 similar

relatlvely shorter people) to stand on the upper

fleyay 18ver. t et AilsonsiBlenildPRERE 16 thalevHd0 O 100 is
chat to the nmen (or relatively taller  people) who

usitedd yist andoas tiiee |wemenf l(eer rodldidle, 18n6H0etEheople)
side 110F. In doing so, they can chat at nore or |ess

t e ssrndamghtheorumyer | £ledbr ahtl yet thei thlkeepside 110R of
within their boundaries and confort zone. It is

erilsabed tHA the daatbddy thé men bdogolrelatciosky taller

15 its left and right ends or, in a different aspect,
iiPQﬁRAe) who usually stand on the lower floor 13 or the

shorter side 110F. In doing so, they can chat at more or
less the same height or eye level and yet still keep

within their boundaries and comfort zone.

It is envisaged that the bar body 110 may be solid across
its left and right ends or, in a different aspect, it may
be built to stand on only the upper or the lower floor
10/13 preferably right at the edge of either one step

11/12 as appropriate.

The invention has been given by way of example only, and
various other modifications of and/or alterations to the
described embodiment may be made by persons skilled in
the art without departing from the scope of the invention

as specified in the appended claims.
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be built to stand on only the upper or the |lower floor
10/ 13 preferably right at the edge of either one step
11/ 12 as appropriate. 20 The invention has been given
by way of exanple only, and various other
nodi fications of and/or alterations to the described
enbodi ment may be made by pers®ns skilled in the art
wi t hout departing fromthe scope of the invention as
SQﬁ%iﬂéﬁiln the appended clains. 25 -8- CLAIMS 1. A
bar——counter for use standing across a relatively
upper floor and a relatively | ower floor o
interconnected 5 by at |east one step, conprising a

bady havipgracbuhtlrsids Oﬂséa's@aﬂgﬂﬁP fal%ssan% ?%latively
opposite second side on said |lower floo t he y

haiipeg: af bedt orinddapt ed1heivengadowdr | £88br ORG tfrconnected
said upper and lower floors and including a top

hdogt ngt a lealsat iamed ysheghecdipiriizamionl a 1808y iRt a first
the first side and a relatively | ower horizontal
sifdeceomnsahd swrend Slae; dnd ase dppoeea ese@dnd side on
opposite sides of the counter. 2. The bar counter as
clsgifedlpwes| dilpor., whkbeeibpdthehayinpota obottomheadapiyed to
is adapted to enggge both of said
engade at least one of said upper and lower floors and
including a top having a relatively higher horizontal
surface on the first side and a relatively lower
horizontal surface on the second side, for use by people

on opposite sides of the counter.

2. The bar counter as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
bottom of the body is adapted to engage both of said

upper and lower floors.

3. The bar counter as claimed in claim 2, wherein the
bottom of the body has a first portion on the first side
for engaging said upper floor and a second portion on the

second side for engaging said lower floor.

4. The bar counter as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
3, wherein the bottom of the body has a lowermost profile
matching with the surface profile of said upper and lower

floors and at least one step.

5. The bar counter as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
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upper and |lower floors. 3. The bar counter as clai ned
in claim2, wherein the bottomof the body has a
first portion on the first side 20 for engaging said
upper floor and a second portion on the second side
for engaging said |lower floor. 4. The bar counter as
clainmed in any one of clains 49to 3, wherein the
bottom of the body has a | ower nost profile 25
e profile of sai and

Ih th er
r?vvgrlwq??%\%’rré a?\g S:ﬂgﬁé‘gst Bfe SKfep.the ﬂ‘ﬂ—:*gﬁ and lower
fybn acjéh aces aEyﬁgne Of dfméﬁélvg y extends along

mhereln a eas oné of the h| an

hCHHeZOESﬁJ:eé 5£39§§ glcféqeokoﬁ: f lggg%go%\(re?(t$nrgerally the

al ong rresp ng side 0

genfyidd Viddien & idigad engid of that si de 5 6. The
bar counter as clained in claimb5, wherein at | east

one of the higher and | ower horizontal surfaces of
the top of the body occupies generally the entire
welt h THe tbe&rceoideandifgdcsdaecdl ihechady, 9,N Rherein at
direction 10 transversely of that side. 7. The bar
coigsssr @se cofii vhd highey @isl dlowdni herizéAtab, surfaces of
wherein at | east one of the higher and | ower
the top of the body occupies generally the entire width
of the corresponding side of the body, in a direction

transversely of that side.

7. The bar counter as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
6, wherein at least one of the higher and 1lower
horizontal surfaces of the top of the body includes a

retaining member along at least part of its periphery.

8. The bar counter as claimed in claim 7, wherein the
retaining member extends along left and right edges and

an inner edge of the horizontal surface.

9. The bar counter as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
8, wherein the first and second sides of the body have

generally the same height from their respective footings.

10. The bar counter as claimed in any one of claims 1 to
9, wherein the body includes two separate upright members
at left and right ends of the counter, which have

respective said bottoms adapted to engage said upper and



hori zontal surfaces of the top of the body includes a
15 retai ning nenber along at |least part of its

peri phery. 8. The bar counter as clainmed in claim?7,
wherein the retaining nenber extends along |left and
ri ght edges and an inner edge of the horizontal
surface. 20 9. The bar counterlOas clained in any one
of claims 1 to 8, wherein the first and second sides

of. th dy__have eneral ly the sane height fromtheir
réﬁ&éﬁr%%géﬁﬁnﬁﬁﬁéécfﬁf%uﬁﬁléheéhﬁ ?ﬁﬂuékﬁe tl ai ned

in any one of clains 1 to 9, wherein the body

includes two separate upright members at left and

right efifs ©drt B6uLPURt 86, MALGRANAYE o1 8SPCFh! VLI, the
bottons adapted to engage salé upper and -10- f ower

fliagys ik acr@ss Wns&hatiifel OPe8¥hERHS. 1lartle DYxtenging
counter as claimed in claim10, wherein the top has

t imGispanai e el ngad L 1id t SweXhasleAg ob tREI ¥bdyd! bhe part
across the two nenbers of the body, one part being at

a beding | 7l » hieghariveel hpghetr dilegelhefiwi®ing the higher
hori zontal surface and the other at a relatively |ower

| dvatizoamhaldi agrfheel amel bbei oaiteal str aceelatively lower

level providing the lower horizontal surface.



